
 



Cameron Oakley 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

9 March 2016 

Oakley 1 

Mr. Thompson 

My most influential teacher is Mr. Thompson. He is a math teacher and teaches my algebra 3 

class. The reasons for hlm being the most influential is because he cares about his students, he pushes his 

students to do their best, and he also helps and supports his students. I have never had a bad day in his 

class. Math is not my strong subject and he will make sure I understand anytime I'm struggling, no 

matter how long it takes. 

Mr. Thompson cares about his students. He will stay in the know on student activities, such as 

sports, clubs, trips, and anything exciting going on in our lives. He also likes to have fun with us. He'll 

joke around with us every once in awhile after we finish our work; he's always in a good mood. Even if 

he's not in a good mood he's good at faking it, because I've never seen hlm in a bad mood. 

In class when his students don't understand something he will do anything he can to help us 

understand. He is very good at explaining how to do problems and why. He also will do as many 

problems on the board as he can until we understand, but usually we grasp the equations quickly 

because he is such a great teacher. 

Mr. Thompson will be at any sporting event he can attend; he also tries to keep track with all 

the trips and clubs. He always will ask us how dance is going or softball games. He tries very hard to 

keep up with all of his students events. Also, he will support us when we're behind in class and need to 

catch up; he'll give us time to catch up. He understands there is more to life than algebra 3. 
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Oakley 2 

He is my most influential teacher not only because of all of his support, great teaching skills, and 

his caring. He is a great teacher because he puts his students first. No matter what kind of day he is 

having, he is always standing outside his door before class smiling and asking how our day has been. He 

never shows if he's having a hard day. I have always believed he is a happy man. He not only taught me 

math, but he taught me that I don't always have to be sulking when I have a bad day. If I smile and act 

like it's a great day who knows, I could make someone else's day better. Also, that just because I'm 

having a bad day doesn't mean I can take it out on other people. 



Emalee Mathers 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English 1302 

9 March 2016 

My Influential Teacher 

When I look for an influential teacher, I look for someone who tries to be patient with students 

no matter what the situation is. The person has to be organized in some way, whether its with staying on 

a time schedule within class time or their desk is nice and neat. To be influential to me the teacher has to 

have helped a student get through something they are struggling with, and not get frustrated when that 

student asks for him or her to repeat something for the tenth time in a row. Elementary to now, my 

senior year, I've had many teachers but only two have stood out and had those traits. My Pre-K 

teacher Mrs. Jones and my sixth grade/ tenth grade English teacher Ms. Jeffreys, now Mrs. Rogers. But 

out of the two, my most influential teacher was Mrs. Jones; she always helped me in ways no other 

teacher could ever do. 

To be patient with a student is one of the best traits a Pre-K teacher can possess. Mrs. Jones 

had just that patience. When I was younger I had ADHD, attention deficit hyperactive disorder, and she 

was always making sure I had something to keep me busy and never got mad when I would go a little 

crazy over something. For example, I was always running around, throwing things, and trying to leave 

the room; Mrs. Jones always found ways of calmly getting me to do other things instead of what I 

wanted to really do. 

Organization is a personal pet peeve of mine, being even somewhat organized means there is 

control and a semblance of order among things. Not only was her desk always neatly organized and 
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under no circUI115tances were any of us students allowed to touch it, but she always had a daily and 

weekly schedule she followed. It was announcements in the gym, coloring, learning the ABCs and doing 

a worksheet on the week's letter, group activities, among many more things. For me personally, she 

never changed what I did unless there was something I absolutely had to do instead. She kept us on a 

very tight schedule and allowed for very little change. 

Helping students is a teacher's job, along with ensuring the students are learning what is 

necessary for them When my Pre-K class started learning the colors, I got each and every one of them 

wrong. I was colorblind and couldn't tell the difference between the colors. So while the other kids 

were in a group with the teacher's assistant playing games and coloring with the new color, we were 

learning; Mrs. Jones woukl pull me to the side and work with me one on one. As the days went on, I 

finally began to tell the color differences and was able to join the other students. But, I will always be 

grateful for her helping me with that because if it weren't for her I might not be able to tell the difference 

in colors. 

Many teachers have done the same things Mrs. Jones did, but only she had the better effect on 

my life. Later as I reflected on my childhood experiences, I decided that when it came to helping with 

children I wanted to be like her. Mrs. Jones will forever be the person I think of when someone asks 

who is the most influential teacher I've ever had. Because of her, things have become more real and 

beautiful She stayed calm and patient when I was at my most craziest and needy parts of the day. 



Natalia Martinez 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

9 March2016 

Most Influential Teacher: Ms. Penny 

If I were to choose an instructor that meant the most to me, I would think back to elementary 

school Those were the years that I experienced the most difficulty fitting in, at least education-M5e. I 

was a troubled student who was always falling behind, especially in math class. All I really needed then 

was someone who was patient enough to work with me on my level Unfortunately, not many of my 

teachers possessed that patience, which resuhed in me needing a tutor. Good tutors are hard to come 

by, which is something I've learned from experience, but this particular tutor was dilierent. Her name 

was Ms. Penny and she would be the one to get me through elementary school 

The qualities that I admire the most in teachers are patience, tolerance, and acceptance. Though 

it may sound like much, all I want is a teacher who I can ask questions to without feeling embarrassed. 

Being a chronic daydreamer, I would often ask questions that I should have already known, had I been 

listening. I then developed the fear of asking for help in order to avoid frustrating my teacher. However, 

I never had this problem with my tutor. Ms. Penny answered any question I had no matter how 

ridiculous it was. Her acceptance is what made her so approachable to me, which was a huge 

advantage for me in math. 

Another thing that I admire about her, is her ability to deal with my pessimism towards learning. 

My slow learning pace caused me to be frustrated to the point of giving up. However, she was aware of 

this and was willing to adjust the lessons to my needs. Her youth is what made her relatable, which is 
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why I never hesitated to come to her for help. Back then, she was the only one I confided in, seeing as 

how most teachers did not have the patience to deal with me. It was nice to feel understood by 

someone in a time when I felt like an outcast. Nat to mention, it was surprising that she was able to 

successfully tutor me despite my impatience towards the subject. 

In conclusion, I would not have made it through elementary school without Ms. Penny. If I were 

to ever become a teacher, I would strive to be like her. It never bothered her to explain something to me 

more than once, nor did she ever chastise me for not understanding something the first time. I believe 

that most teachers should be considerate and tolerant, especially in elementary school I feel lucky to 

have had her as a math tutor and could not have asked for anyone better. 



Samuel Lund 

Ms. Mitchell 

English 1301 

09 March 2016 

My Favorite Teacher, Ms. Mitchell 

It has been a struggle for me as a student; teachers have always had a higher expectation for me 

because my mother works for the school The one time that I really enjoy a teacher is when I am in Ms. 

Mitchell's classroom She teaches English 1301/1302 through Weatherford College and is a very young 

teacher but knows so much about literature. I came into my senior year of high school scared of taking a 

college class, especially an English one. I have always been good at math and science, but really bad at 

English and social studies. Ms. Mitchell turned my entire thought process around byu actually explaining 

each paper and giving examples of what she wants. 

I never thought that the day would come where I would be looking forward to the next paper I 

have to write, but all year I have feh excited about my next paper. I used to be so nervous about going 

to college and having to write papers for major grades. It is scary to think that one paper could decide 

your future. I am not scared anymore; I am confident with the skills that Ms. Mitchell has given me I will 

do great in college on my own. I feel completely comfortable with going to her and getting advice or 

help on a paper. She also does a great job at relating to her students, she's not just a teacher she is a 

friend to her students. 

Ms. Mitchell is the smartest, most kind teacher that I have ever had. She has influenced me to 

be the best I can be at everything I do. Every day that I walk into her class I get so excited about typing 
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papers or listemng to lectures because I know that they will help me in college and that she knows what 

she is talking about. 



Elizabeth Johnson 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English 1302 

9 March 2016 

"I Want to Die While Working a Math Problem" 

A teacher normally starts their class off with a bell ringer or even have students look over the 

agenda for the day. Although for someone who struggles with math, a teacher starting their class off with 

influential math quotes really intrigues me as well as he]ping decide to not hate math that day. Most kids 

do hate math; therefor, being a math teacher must be a constant struggle, yet somehow my math teacher 

Mr. Thompson really loves his job. 

My teacher has a unique style of teaching math, he gives many examples some that are on the 

paper we are doing for the day others are just made up but still relevant to the subject of math we are 

learning. He does not get frustrated when his class doesn't understand a problem; he, without hesitation, 

goes over the problem again being sure to go into more detail Another quality I greatly appreciate 

about Mr. Thompson is the fact that when somebody comes to the door or a student decides to show 

off in class, he pays no attention to it and doesn't make a scene. He rather goes on about math and 

continues to teach instead of spend the next 10 minutes lecturing on how his class was just disturbed. 

He, however, is not a mean teacher; he has a sense of humor. When the class is ahnost over, he then 

decides that it's time to tell jokes or laugh about recent events that have happened that day. 

Mr. Thompson is an all around amazing teacher. It is very evident that he cares about his 

students and his career. The only thing he could improve on is his handwriting because sometimes he 

writes a 4 and his class thinks its a 9 and mass confusion sets in. With all the tactics that Mr. Thompson 
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Johnson 1 

brings to his class, he really teaches us to learn to love math. As well as instructing us to let him finish the 

math problem on the board while he's dying before we call for help as a joke for how much he loves 

math. That calls for the most influential teacher out there. 



Kaitlyn Hill 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English 1302 

8 March 2016 

Hannah Adams 

The most lnfluential teacher that I have ever had was not a school teacher of mine, but a coach. 

I have known Coach Adams for several years now and she has impacted my life greatly. I honestly 

believe she has helped shaped me to be the person I am today. Coach Adams has gone beyond her 

duties as my coach and has helped me with numerous p~rsonal problems. It is refreshing to know that I 

can always go to her when thing; are not going my way. 

During my sophomore year, I broke my hand while we were in volleyball season. Coach 

Adams was my coach at the time, and when I told her what had happened, she was not mad that I had 

broken my hand, but worried. She wanted me to focus on recovering and not worry about anything 

else. I was out for basically the rest of the season, and she still made me feel like I was important and 

needed, when in reality I was not. Even though I was not on the court much that season, I will always 

remember it as being the best volleyball season I had the privilege of being apart of. 

Coach Adams has been my track coach my entire highschool career. I used to believe that she 

liked to see us track girls suffer during practice, but soon realized that everything we did during practice 

was to make us better. Every track meet I would look for her high pitched voice as I ran around the 

track. I would usually hear it at the two-hundred mark and then I would see her half-hunched over 

yelling how long it has taken me to get to that spot. She would follow my time up with a "come on 

Kaitlyn" or a ''you gotta go." 
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CoachAdams has always been there for me, no matter if it was to he]p me be a better athlete, 

talk me through a breakup, or even holding my inhaler for me at the finish line. She has impacted my life 

greatly and I don't think I could have asked for a better coach to have. I appreciate everything she has 

done for me, and I hope I can become not only a great coach but a great person like her someday. 



Victoria Frausto 

Ms. Mitchell 

English 1302 

9 March 2016 

My Signilicant Authoritative Figure 

There are many people that are near and dear to me like my friends and family, but there is a 

certain person that I look up to that gives me a sense of hope and enlightenment. This person is a 

teacher that betters me to be the person that I am today. A teacher not only teaches a student but can 

choose to love and care for their students as well 'The person that is my signilicant authoritative figure is 

not only a teacher that attends Springtown High school but is also a mother, a mother to my best friend. 

This woman's name is Rhonda Seabourn. Mrs. Seaborn is woman that inspires me to be the person I 

am today. She has been there for me physically, mentally, financially, and emotionally. At one point, Mrs. 

Seaborn was my back bone, and I could never thank or repay her enough. 

I met Mrs. Seabourn after I met her daughter in the eleventh grade. Her daughter, Chayton 

Seaborn became a close friend, who soon became my best friend. This occured after I had rough 

patches emotionally. There were times I had trouble in my own home, times where my mother and I 

argued and I did not want to stay home. There were other days where I bumped heads with my 

mother's husband. Every day it was a different argument with my family. Arguments that did not need to 

be arguments in the first place. 

After some time passed, I had came to the conch.Jsion that I had a severe case of anxiety and 

depression. Because of the fact that I did not know how to talk to my mother about it, I felt like I had 
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no one. Little did I know Mrs. Seabourn would treat me and love me as one of her own children. I 

knew one day I was going to have a role modeL but I never knew it was going to happen this soon. 

There are many fantastic qualities in Mrs. Seabourn; for example, when my mother went out of 

town for her work, she wanted me to stay at home for two weeks and miss school When I told my 

best friend Chayton, her mother Mrs. Seaborn, understood completely and offered that I stay at her 

house for those two weeks. At first, I was shy, and a bit uncomfortable that she offered so quickly. She 

would take me to school every morning, take me home with her, bought me clothing when needed and 

even allowed me to eat her food. 

I soon felt a weight being let off my shoulders. Even though there were days she did not have all 

the rrxmey in the world, she managed to have a smile on her face and love everyone unconditionally. 

Mrs. Seaborn became a second mother to me. She allowed me to come to her in any time of need, 

whether it be love and affection, anger, food, or even when I just needed a pick me up. Rhonda 

Seabourn became my role model when she told me she loved me, when she cared fur me, and hugged 

me. She has been there and will hopefully want to stay there until I grow wise and have a protogaea of 

my own. Each and everyday I thank Mrs. Seabourn for being my significant authoritative figure. 



Des Cummings 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English4 

9 March2016 

Most Influential Teachers: SISD Staff 

When asked to write this paper about who my most influential teacher is, it stumped me. Nat 

because I couldn't choose out of a group of teachers or coaches, but because I did not feel right about 

giving so much credit to one person. To give credit to just one teacher for being the most influential 

would be unjust. I must give credit to multiple teachers and coaches that work in the Springtown 

Independent School District. As I've grown up, I have had help from all of the staff here and it has 

helped me become a better person throughout the years. When I first moved here, I was full of 

uncontrollably seething rage; I was :fighting all the time. I would blame the start of the fights on kids being 

racist, when really I was looking for a fight just as much as the next kid. 

When I was in elementary school I was not necessarily a bad kid nor was I necessarily 

misunderstood. I got into trouble a lot because I was bored; there was not really anything to do and the 

work wasn't that challenging. I guess through elementary school my most influential teacher would be 

Mr. B1ackwell for encouraging me to try harder in everything. 

In intermediate schooi I was really a terrible kid; I was getting into fights as well as starting them 

all the time. When Mrs. Thomas gave me something fun to do in her c1ass when I finished my work, it 

gave me some initiative to stop screwing around. I didn't completely turn around, but for the most part, 

I stopped starting fights and tried to keep myself out of them So I guess in no uncertain terms, Mrs. 

Thomas was my most influential teacher in intermediate school 
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In middle schooL I could finally get into athletics, which meant I could finally play football with a 

team Although it gave me more initiative, it still didn't stop me from fighting in school By being able to 

play football and go to the games, Il: gave me something to do with my time so I wasn't as bored. But 

during middle schooL I spent most of my time in I.S.S. with Mrs. Phelps. Although she was the 

disciplinary teacher, she was nice and he]ped me stop fighting, so Mrs. Phelps is my most influential 

teacher. After eighth grade, I never got into a fight at school again. In all four years of high schooL I can 

not find it in me to only choose one influential teacher, because honestly every teacher that I have had 

since freshmen year has been influential in my high school career. If I have to choose one teacher to be 

the most influential to me, I would have to choose CoachAdaIIl5, because he has helped me accomplish 

my goals in different sports and pushed me to try my best at everything. 
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Shea Canwna 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English 1302 

9 March 2016 

Most Influential: Mrs. Mitchell 

Canwna 1 

In my 13 years of public education I have been exposed to many teachers and counselors, all of 

which have been very different. Through these many people I have been shown many things, especially 

how I should interact with children, or in this teacher's case, young adults. I want to be a pediatrician, 

and this is a skill I must have in order to be a good one. One teacher that I feel goes above and beyond 

to be the best teacher to her students that she possib]y can is Mrs. Mitchell She not on]y is 

understanding of how complicated high school life can be, but she is truly ''there" for her students in 

times of need. 

The :first week of the school year my father passed away, and I was going to have to miss over 

a week of school because the funeral was inAriwna. 1his not only meant that I would have a lot of 

makeup work when I returned, but I was also emotionally a mess and was unable to focus on the work 

I was given before I left. Mrs. Mitchell, unlike many other of my teachers, understood this. And she 

asked if I was truly okay, rather than worrying about me getting my work done or sending me with tons 

of papers. 1his was extreme]y important to me, and made me appreciate her more as not on]y as a 

teacher but an individual 

Being her teacher's aid I have seen Mrs. Mitchell deal with many students issues, especially my 

own, and absences. Throughout the year Mrs. Mitchell has shown the same sympathy to many students 

that she showed to me. One word that comes to mind when thinking of her is understanding. And in a 
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Canwna 1 

time where a lot of us students just need this understanding, she's the one to give it. In times where other 

teachers would be upset over absences, Mrs. Mitchell was proud of our accomplishments that made us 

absent. Not only me, but many students know that when they're going through something or just need 

an adult's opinion she is always there. This was one of the first instances I had seen this in a teacher and 

it was astonishing and admirable. 

Over any teacher I've had Mrs. Mitchell is by far the best listener. Being a mother, she is also 

great with advice. Through a breakup, arguments with my mother, and friends, Mrs. Mitchell has heard 

it all And she has been the most uplifting and caring teacher I have ever had. She not only showed me 

how I wanted to act in my career but also as a mother and adult; this is why she has been the most 

influential person I have met. 



Sabrina Boster 

English 1302 

Mrs. Mitchell 

9 March2016 

Boster 1 

Mrs. Seipp 

I like to have a teacher that is not afraid to show their flaws because everyone has them I 

would like to have a teacher that can be oneself around everyone. They should be able to have fun in 

class but also to be strict on what needs to happen in class. I appreciate having a teacher that teaches 

using different tactics because of different learning styles. I like having a time to chill because it can be 

stressful in high school because of everything going on definitely senior year. I enjoy being able to go to 

a teacher and talk to them about things that are happening in life and them not judge a person by the 

problems. The teacher that influences me the most is Mrs. Seipp because, even though we have to have 

her our senior year because she is the only government teacher, but I enjoyed having her my Junior year 

for U.S. History. 

She made sure we knew everything for the test my Junior year and taught everything a little 

differently because we had all came from different teachers who taught differently. So we may go over 

the same subject using the book, or a powerpoint or doing group work. She made sure that everyone 

understood the subject well enough before we moved on. We had a free day once a semester like on a 

day that there was going to be a lot of people out with different things going on at school or if they left 

for different games or trips. 

Senior year I have her second semester when you have everyone gone for baseball tournaments 

or softball tournaments. So we have more people gone but second semester is also longer. I like second 
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Boster 2 

semester better because this means I am closer to graduating from hlgh school and moving on in life. 

Mrs. Seipp made sure everyone had tlllngs filled out for college, that we knew about scholarships, and 

that we got through school This year we have a lot more free time than Junior year because we do not 

have a state test. 

Mrs. Seipp is one that goes by the rules but also gives u5 free time when she knows we need it 

to help calm us down. She is a very influential teacher to me because these last two years in high school 

count the most and are also so stressful. She helps us get through our last year of high school before we 

have the world in front of us. She also shows us a little bit of if you do not listen then you won't know 

what to do. She does not like to repeat herself either. There are different ways to teach different 

students and Mrs. Seipp is one teacher that does all of the ways that a student needs to know what to 

do. 



Tristan Wright 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

4 March 2016 

The Bearded Personality of Coach Bryant 

My teacher, who is known as Coach Bryant, is my most influential teacher I have been 

taught by yet. Not only is his beard more manly than a group of lumberjacks climbing a 

mountain to fight bears with their fists only, but he taught me a lot about understanding geometry 

and understanding life itself. The way he taught made it easier for everyone to understand. He 

would then apply these subjects to real-world examples, and proceed to elaborate on the topic 

more so everyone could build their knowledge on the subject and truly understand it. 

The only thing that could compare to his spectacular collection of facial hair and facial 

hair growing skills, is his humor. In my own opinion, sarcastic humor is the best kind, and Coach 

Bryant is a wizard when it comes to sarcasm and outwitting his opponents on the verbal 

battlegrounds. No one dared to challenge him in a joke war since they knew his comebacks 

would destroy any lesser being with inadequate vocabulary to handle it all. 

Although he was mostly friendly and open to having fun while teaching, there must 

always be a line to draw somewhere. Everyone knew to not push him, and especially what 

buttons not to push. If he needed to, he would step in on a conversation and end anything that 

needed to be put to rest. He would not tolerate bullying or foul language. Coach Bryant would do 

whatever is necessary to keep us all friendly and nice to each other, while at the same time still 

having fun and learning. These are the respectable qualities in an adult that I find the most 

influentially important to me. 
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Kaltynn Russell 

Ms Mitchell 

English IV 

9 March2016 

My Most Influential Teacher, Ms Rogers 

Compassion, sense of humor, pushing people to do their best are all very important things to 

have as a teacher. Ms.Rogers has all of those things and more. That is why we clicked so we11 Right off 

the bat we were laughing, I wasn't shy like I normally was. I think that was one of my favorite things 

about her. She made me feel comfortable, she didn't care that I was a awkward, frizzy hair overweight 

11 year old. 

When I was just going into the 5th grade is when I first met her; she was my dyslexia teacher the 

first go around. She is one of the main reasons why I never stopped reading and figured out that I love 

it. I have always had trouble reading and spelling at that age. Everyone knew that. Some were nice 

about it, some weren't. By no means have I had a bad life, but I was picked on for most of my school 

days, harclly at all now. I think that is another reason why I took a liking to her. I remember one day I 

had picked out my first upper level book, Twilight . This one kid, Kody said I wouldn't even get past 

the first page. I told Ms.Rogers this; she just laughed and told me not to worry about him Then that day 

she made sure I got to page ten. When I got back to the classroom that day, I showed him that I was 

on page ten. He got embarrassed and didn't say anything. Ever since then, I have loved reading and 

Ms.Rogers has had a special place in my heart and always wi11 Even when I didn't have her anymore, 
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I'd still go to her for help, and she would always welcome me with one of her heart wanning smiles. I 

know she has impacted many kids and adults and probably will keep doing it till she has met her end, 

but I will always remember her and what she did for me. 



Daniel Rodriguez 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

9th March 2016 

1 

Most Influential Teacher 

Have you ever had someone push you beyond what you needed them to, or go out of their way 

to help you? How about someone to offer you advice that barely knows you? I have! It was my 

freshman year English teacher Mrs.PerkIDs. 

The first week or two I thought she was the strictest teacher at Springtown, no phones, no 

talldng, onJy reading. So me being a young, dumb freshmen, I decided to push my limits. Eventually, I 

pushed too far, resulting in getting kicked out of class. I was mad at her for it and she wasn't too happy 

with me. So after I decided I hate this teacher, I didn't want her to talk to me more or less even look at 

me, but somehow she got me to talk to her. Somehow she also got me to love her class and got me to 

look forward to her class everyday, and love school 

She changed the way I viewed certain things in life, to always look at the brighter side. She 

taught me high school is onJy as bad as you make it. She taught me that these are the best years of our 

lives. 

Mrs. Perkins probably doesn't know she showed me all these things because to her it was just a talk 

with a student. Mrs. PerkIDs is by far one of the nicest teachers in Springtown. She always has a smile 

on her face, always says hello, bad day or not, she never lets a bad day ruin other people's day. 

If you ever have a problem you are facing in or out of schooL she is always there to help you. 

MKelley
Highlight



2 

If you need anything her door is always open. I know one time I had come to a crossroad in life where I 

thought my only choice was to drop out, but little did i know that having a tall< with her she would 

somehow get me to stay in school She told me to look forward to better things, and here I am writing 

this paper in the second semester of my senior year of high school 



Michael Murphy 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 4th 

3 April 2016 

Mr. Mncphetrige 

I believe that the characteristics that make up a good teacher can vary from teacher to 

teacher at points. However, the quality that stands out to me the most is a teacher's sense of 

humor in any number of situations. The teacher that I think of first is Mr. McPhetrige, or Mr. 

Mac as the entire band knows him by. 

Everyday when I walk into the band hall, I know that it will be full of jokes and laughter. 

My junior year he decided to stop class right in the middle of practicing and began to explain the 

order to watch all of the Star Wars movies: "You watch four, five, six, one if your bored. Then 

watch two and three." As he said all of this, he was writing down the order on the board. He 

continued to emphasize his point until we know the order in which to watch them. He was 

always fantastic at making the entire band laugh at once. 

However, Mr. Mac also had a much more serious side of him. When he wanted 

something done by a certain time, he made sure that was the time it was going to get done. In 

band, we have deadlines for when we have to get the music learned and playable for a judge. He 

never missed a single dead line for the four years that I have been in the band program. He has 

always been very punctual as a teacher, and I greatly appreciated that about him. 
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I have been in the jazz band as well as concert band for a total of 8 years. I have loved 

every bit of it, thanks to Mr. McPhetrige. He is the reason that I stayed in band all throughout 

high school. He is still impacting my life as of right now and most likely for years to come. 



Jose Mora 

Mrs. Mitchell 

Eng IV 

9 March 2016 

My Motivation 

One person who has always influenced me is my dad's boss. He is at a college in West Texas. 

He has taught me a lot about life and how it won't be easy. Growing up I saw him and my dad weld 

things together, and since that day, I've always wanted to be like him, a hard working man. 

When he taught me some basic techniques about welding I was young, since then I still use 

them He always started off by telling me to stay in school and establish a career, and then he would 

teach me how to weld all kinds of things, such as how to pipeline weld and the proper technique to weld 

so welding could be easier for me. He has made an impact in my life. Now I'm going to school and 

hopefully get into a welding college. I have had struggles in life and in schooL and the first person I go to 

is my dad's boss. He always motivates me to never give up on the things I want to do. He tells me life 

will only get better if I decide to make it better. My dad's boss has been in my life since I was 10 years 

old; he always said I was like his second son because I would always be by his side. The things he has 

taught me have made an impact in my life. I want to become a successful welder in life and I know that 

if one day I have problems he will still be there no matter what. He made me rethink about my life, I 

used to want to drop out and work for the rest of my life, but he showed me that wasn't the way in life 

to go because I would only work to pay my utility bills and I won't earn as much money as if I get a 

career in something I liked to do. 
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I thank god for putting him in my life. I don't know where I would be right now if it wasn't for 

his life lessons and techniques he has taught me. He has been my motivation in life. 



Juan Martinez 

Ms. Mitchell 

English VI 

9 March 2016 

Juan Jose Celedon Martinez 

For a teacher to be influential to someone, from my perspective, he or she should have a 

good sense of humor, friendly, knowledgeable, patient and teach well or give good explanations 

so everyone can understand the meaning of what he or she is teaching. Also, someone that 

teaches me not only stuff related to school but to life, too. 

During all my years of schooling, I have had many teachers. Some were good teachers, 

some were not as good as the others, some of them were influential during this time period to me 

however I never met a teacher who was as influential as my mentor that I had during elementary 

and middle school. This teacher was very influential to me; and he had the most impact on me, 

his name was Juan Jose Celedon Martinez. 

This teacher taught me a lot; I had him for four years, from third grade to sixth grade, and 

during that time he taught me respect, how to treat older people and other life lessons, besides 

school related stuff. He was very friendly with me, and I trusted him. I told him everything that 

happened to me, all of my problems, because I knew he could help me solve them. He 

understood me very well because he knew me. Everything he taught me and told me I remember 

very well because everything got stuck in my mind very clearly, besides all the advices he gave 

me, I remember them as if he just told me, and taught me right now. 
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Clearly he was the teacher who had the most impact on me and even though I have many 

good teachers, he is the one that has been the most influential to me in my life. 



Allie Loy 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

9 March 2016 

Mr. McLellan 

What makes a good teacher? A good teacher has a great sense of humor, but they when to 

get down to business and get work done. A great teacher is able to listen when they know their 

student is having a rough time and just needs a sympathetic ear. By being a good teacher, you 

can bring a group of kids together from a varied age range and get them to work alongside each 

other and re.ally become part of a family. These are qualities I believe a good teacher has, and 

these are qualities I see in Mr. McLellan the band director. 

Patience and persistence are key in teaching students in my opinion, and to be teaching 

while dealing with a hundred plus students running around the practice field takes a special kind 

of person. We practice for long hours and constantly are working, even if it is just on one little 

piece; it is repeated until perfection. Not losing your cool while in the heat of summer with a 

bunch of teenagers takes incredible amounts of patience, and Mr. McLellan has this down to a T. 

Without patience and persistence, you could not get where you needed to be. 

Having a caring and "let's get down to business" attitude is definitely needed for this line 

of work. There are sometimes I feel horrible and really do not want to deal with anyone. I know I 

can go to the band office, and plop on the couch and talk to Mr. McLellan about anything; he will 

always listen. There is also times where we will all be messing around as a band, and Mr. 

MKelley
Highlight



McLellan will get on our cases and back focused so we can get what is needed finished and 

perfected. These characteristics are very important in my opinion on being a successful teacher. 

All of the qualities I have mentioned, plus many more I hadn't mentioned in this paper, 

describe my most influential teacher. He has really shown me more depth in music, the thing I 

love, than I thought there was. He has shown me that if you put hard work in and stay consistent, 

you will get where you want to go. Mr. McLellan is the reason I am becoming a music education 

major. Mr. McLellan has been my most influential teacher I have ever had; he is the a big part of 

who I am today. 



Michelle Lovier 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English 4 

4 March 2016 

Mrs. Wood 

She is the most influential teacher I have ever encountered in my high school career, 

because she makes it very easy to understand things when ·it comes to learning how to do math. 

Mrs. Wood is my most influential teacher. She has the most genuine heart anyone could have. 

She helps other students as well and they understand what she is teaching to them right away. 

Her teaching style is what I love about her because she puts it in a way where it's easy to break 

into parts, and I am able to do the steps of that particular equation. 

Last year she was a teacher's aid for Mr. Thompson's Algebra II class, and she was 

helping me at my desk, and she said to me, "that's all you have to do for that problem" and I said 

to her, "wow that's easier than I thought it was, I guess I make things harder than what it seems 

like." Then she laughed and said, "yes you do Michelle." We grew a bond over the four years of 

this journey, and it made me realize that she is the best thing that has happened to my learning 

path for math. 

Mrs. Wood guided me to pass the STAAR test for Algebra I because I couldn't pass it the 

first time through. It made me very frustrated with myself, and I kept trying and trying and 

finally I passed it last year of my junior year. Each time I had to retake the !est, Mrs. Wood 
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explained to me that I have to get comfortable with it and I will pass it, and finally I did. Tests 

are definitely not my forte, but I have have officially accomplished my goal. 



Jerry Lillo 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

4 March 2016 

Coach Ron ''E Cheap Shot" Elston Most Influential 

What is influence? Influence is that rare opportunity to make positive change, no act of kindness 

will ever go to waste. A person of influence creates passion in other people, is a leader, leads a tribe of 

passionate followers, is always available to others, and always has a spirit of victory even in bad times. 

Coach Elston has displayed these characteristics above and beyond, making a huge impact in my life. 

From the first day of ever meeting Coach Elston, I have seen him create massive amounts of 

passion in others, welcoming each and every person who steps onto his "courts" with open arms and 

extreme enthusiasm I thought I had signed up for a "blowoff' tennis class, in which I could go to every 

day to kick back, relax, and hang out with my friends. I sat back and watched as others had played 

daily. One day I was bored and decided to pick up a racket, never dld I realize it would have been so 

much fun! Coach Elston had recognized how much fun I was having. He came over quickly, teaching me 

some simple basics around the game. Ever since that day, his passion for the game has been imbedded 

into myself. 

Coach Elston has been a leader his entire life, a man of great talent and motivation to be 

successful in life. As a player at ACU, coach Elston played the number one position in singles, a three 

year letterman, was a academic all-conference and honorable mention academic all-American, and he 

was a three time winner of the ACU outstanding player award. His coaching experience encompasses 

several levels, beginning as an assistant at ACU in 1983-84. He was also an assistant coach at the 
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University of Texas, head coach at Temple High SchooL and assistant tennis professional in Sugar Land 

and Abilene. And now my head coach at Springtown High SchooL I feel that he treats me the exact 

same way he would one of his national champions. 

By far, Coach Elston has been the most influential teacher to ever step into my life. Through his 

ability to create passion in others from the moment they meet him To his ability to be productive in his 

given field, ranging in teacher his new ''recruits" how to hit a ball properly and how to serve, to teaching 

his more experience how to read players and how to react the best way in certain situations. He built the 

tennis program here in Springtown from having only a single class to a full day out on his courts. Many 

players have come through his program, graduating with many medals and a new passion in a game that 

we can play for the rest of our lives. Coach Elston has been a true leader and a leader of many 

passionate followers; his most influential characteristics deserve him the award as the most influential 

teacher! 



Logan Lackey 

Ms. Mitchell 

English4 

09 March2016 

1 

Ron Elston 

A teacher who gives off a sense of comfort and caring toward their students is a strong quality 

for me as a student. Ron Elston is a teacher who has influenced me the most throughout my twelve years 

at Springtown ISD. Ron Elston is a man that when you first meet him you can tell he is a great person. 

Enthusiasm is a trait that Ron Elston possesses, and his love for tennis rubs off on people around 

him Playing one game of tennis with him will have anyone love the game of tennis. My sophomore year 

of highschool I joined tennis class in the spring semester. I took tennis class as a study hall purpose. By 

junior year, all my friends had quit athletics and joined tennis we played with Coach El5ton everyday 

and played tournaments every week. The reason why my friends and I started to play tennis because of 

Coach Elston; he made the game fun. No other sport was made fun and yet still competitive in 

Springtown until we meet Ron Elston. 

Humor is a trait that creates a more personal connection, if it was not for Ron's humor he would 

not be same person. Everyday in tennis class my teammates and I enjoy practicing with the coach. His 

on court humor makes practice not practice at all. He does not take it easy on use though, hitting dirty 

shots at us constantly. His nickname is ''Ronnie chip shot'' for a reason. 

Ron Elston is by far my favorite educator. There are plenty of stories to tell on how he is a great 

person, and great people usually inspire people the most. 
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Michael Giles Gillespie 

Mrs Mitchell 

English IV 

4 March2016 

Mrs. Rogers 

One of my most influential teachers is Mrs. Rogers. She is friendly, has great work ethic, and 

presents memorable lessons. Those are just some of the qualities that make Mrs. Rogers my most 

influential teachers. 

Mrs. Rogers is probab]y the most influential teacher I have ever had. She was always very 

excited and happy. She had a way to make every assigrunent fun. 

I had Mrs. Rogers as my first period English teacher. Everyday she would arrive at school 

before anyone else to be ready to teach. She was always smiling and in a good mood. In her class we 

would not just read a book. She would have some activity to go with it. 

One day we read a story about some man with a disability where he could not move anything 

but his feet. Mrs. Rogers has us to use our feet to write our names as the man in the book did to make 

us understand his struggle. 

Thought the twelve years I have been going to schooL no one has ever been so influential Mrs. 

Rogers he]p me to pass my English II STAR test. Without her help, I would have sure]y failed. That is 

why she is my most influential teachers. 
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Arron Everitt 

Mrs.Mitchell 

English 4 

4, march 2016 

Mrs. Siepp, a Great Teacher 

The teacher who was the most influential to me had a lot of characteristics for being 

influential. For example, this person had a strict personality I guess you could say. This person 

was very organized in everything he/she did. Even being the most strict teacher I had, he/she was 

also very funny and has a sarcastic, quirky personality. This person is Mrs. Siepp. 

Some people think Mrs. Siepp is just way too strict for them, but they take her teaching 

for granted. What they do not realize is, the reason why she is so strict is only because she cares 

for your education and does not want to see you fail. Just because she is strict doesn't make her a 

bad teacher. I guarantee 99% of the kids that have had Mrs. Siepp can look back at their grades 

for her class and realize that they pass her class the whole ride. That is what makes a great 

teacher. If a student does not want to do the work for whatever the reason, instead of giving up 

• and saying well if you fail it's not my fault like most of the teachers say nowadays, Mrs. Siepp 

stays on track and makes sure that her students get the work done. Even though it may be terrible 

for a little bit because she actually cares, her students will look back and appreciate everything 

she did for them. 

I had Mrs. Siepp for two years and not once have I failed her class, not even one six 

weeks out of the whole two years I attended her class. The big building you have to start going to 

MKelley
Highlight
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when you're like 6 all the way up to about 18 years old, that building is called school. They call it 

that for a reason, because you go there to learn!! To get smarter. Not to just goof off the whole 12 

years of your school life. Let me tell you from personal experience, i've never learned so much 

from one teacher than i have learned from Mrs. siepp. 



Vanessa Criqui 

Ms. Mitchell 

English IV 

9 March 2016 

Mr. Thompson 

Math has always been my strongest subject in school. I never really liked it until high 

school. Who knew algerbra was going to be so easy? That is why Mr. Thompson has been my 

favorite algerebra teacher. 

He helped me figure out what career I want to achieve. I love the way he teaches; he 

doesn't really make you take notes, but you can if you want. He just does a few examples of 

what we are learning and it just clicks or comes easy to me. If you need help, he is happy to help. 

I want to be able to help students the way he helps them. I want to be an algerbra III teacher 

when I graduate high school. 

He has a great sense of humor, but he can also be patient. When he is teaching us, he can 

be serious, funny, and patient all at the same time. There are times when he jokes around about 

having a lot of girlfriends. He gets the whole class laughing and smiling. There are also times 

when he jokes around with the students. There are sometimes when he says something and it 

makes me laugh but no one else. He is also patient if the student doesn't understand what we are 

learning that day. He will do another problem or go to their desk and help them with what they 

are stuck on. 

He is also very organized. His classroom is always neat and clean. His teaching is also 

organized. We always know when there are tests because he has a big calender on his wall that 
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has them on there. He also has what we are doing everyday on the board when we walk in. He 

also is great about catching you up if you have been absent. 

Those are a few ways he has been the most influential teacher to me, but there are more 

reasons to why he is. He made my senior year in algerebra super easy, which I'm greatful about 

because who wants their senior year to be hard. 



Troy Cooksey 

March/3/16 

English IV 

My most influential teacher 

The most influential teacher I had was after I got kicked out of Fossil Ridge High and 

Central High. The school was called New Direction. It takes in kids that need to go to school but 

have been kicked out, and they only allow 24 students in the school. Mrs. Bowman was a 

teacher there and taught math. She also lived down the street from me and knew every time I 

was in trouble and throwing parties. She had heard I got kicked out of school and not planning on 

going back. I did not like being around that many people, and they had too many rules that I had 

to follow. 

She came over after she got home one night and told me she had been talking to the 

principle there, and he would allow me to come in for one week. If I did good, then he would 

consider allowing me to stay and finish out my schooling, i was against it at first because I had 

no plans on going back to school and finishing up. I had told her yes just so she would leave me 

alone and i could get back to playing game on my xbox, it kept popping into my head soi started 

looking up the school and info about it and it was a self paced school which means i can choose 

what i do everyday and how much i get done so that was a plus for me considering i didn't like to 

do a lot anyways. 

•They allow you multiple breaks throughout the day where you can go sit outside and relax 

and take a break from sitting behind a computer all day.you can also leave when ever you want 

as long as you meet you semester time requierment. This turned out to be a very good school, 

and is very laid back minimum rules. I ended up finishing my sophomore, junior, and most of my 
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senior classes in less than a year, and was back on track to graduate. She made me realize that 

I can do the work and still be happy about going to school. She is the reason i am able to 

graduate my senior year on time. 



Madison Bums 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

4 March 2016 

Most influential Teacher 

Some people cross your path for a particular reason at a particular time for a particular 

purpose. These people impact your life forever and help shape who you become. I would not be 

the same person without Mrs. Pennington's influence; she has impacted my life both inside and 

outside of school. 

Mrs. Pennington is always friendly and helpful. She is willing to go out of her way to 

make sure you are okay and that you have everything you need in order to accomplish your task 

or goals. I have seen her go out of her way numerous times for faculty and students. She is in 

charge of setting up student accounts, buying books, shelving the books, and organizing the 

shelves and displays. She is the most organized person I know; her desk is always neatly aligned 

and everything is perfectly placed. 

She is very motivational and encouraging. She always has good things to say to everyone. 

Anytime you look at her she is smiling or laughing. She has such a positive outlook on life, and 

she tries to live life to the fullest. She recently ran the Cowtown Marathon, which was 26.2 

miles. She set a goal, trained to assure she could achieve and accomplish her goal, then she 

achieved her goal due to her training and dedication. 

She is a very talented individual. She is athletic, intelligent, sings well and her artistic 

ability is incredible. She usually hums or sings little parts of songs while she is walking around 
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working. She is very knowledgeable and she is great at giving advice due to her positive 

perspective. The other day she drew a person off of a book cover and her detail was perfect. She 

captured the facial feature the girl had; she got every little detail and shading spot on. 

She is a great role model. I attend church with her and her family, and she is always 

caring about the people she is around. She has a friendly approachable attitude and is always 

willing to help. One time I asked her to suggest a book to me because I do not read very often, 

but she found some books that interested me and got me interested again in reading. All of this is 

why Mrs. Pennington is my most influential teacher. 



Dylan Boldon 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

8 March 2016 

Most Influential Teacher Essay 

What are the quaJities of a good teacher? A good teacher takes their class seriously. A good 

teacher enjoys being with their students, will joke around with students occasionally, and will always go 

the extra mile to help their students do the best they can possibly do. The most influential teacher in 

Springtown High School to me is Mrs. Lang. 

Mrs. Lang is nice, funny, and intelligent. I will tell anyone that Mrs. Lang is the best teacher I 

have ever had. She has taught me so much and helped my reasoning and writing skills increase 

substantially. Mrs. Lang will go above and beyond; she will stay before and after school longer than she 

needs to in order to help a student. Mrs. Lang goes into detail when teaching to help the student better 

understand what she is trying to teach. She also incorporates a lot of peer interaction, which helps me 

personally because I get to hear different points of view and it helps me better understand the topic. 

Mrs. Lang also has a great personality; she is such a sweet person Mrs. Lang is always smiling, 

laughing, and will joke around and talk to her students at the appropriate times. She will also tell her 

students story about experiences she has had relating to the topic she is teaching. She is a very good 

storyteller, so her stories are always interesting. Mrs. Lang also is involved in a lot of school events, 

supporting her school as well as keeping up with all the grading she has to do for her AP classes. 

The effort that Mrs. Lang puts into her job and her love for teaching is incredible! She sets a 

great example for other teachers in school and is a wonderful role model for the students at Springtown 
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High School Mrs. Lang exhibits great traits of work ethic, kindness, and enthusiasm, which makes her 

the most influential teacher in school in my opinion. 



Kyra Beltran 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English I 

4 March 2016 

Mr. Thompson 

Four of the best qualities all teachers should have is patience. Another good quality is 

being friendly and having a love for the subject they teach. The most important quality to have 

when you are a teacher is a sense of humor. Mr. Thompson is my algebra III teacher, and he is 

my favorite teacher even though I hate math with a passion. He has all of these great qualities 

teachers should have. 

Many people say patience is a virtue and I truly believe that. Some people and teachers 

have a problem with patience but not Mr. Thompson. He is very patient with all of his students. 

He takes his time when he teaches each new thing every week. 

Being friendly is another good quality to have when you are a teacher. Mr. Thompson 

always has a smile on his face. He interacts with his students by making friendly conversation, 

asking about different things such as a basketball game or he asks how our day was. By doing 

that, he makes it more comfortable for everyone. 

I have never seen in my entire life a teacher that has so much love for their subject that 

they teach until I met Mr. Thompson. He always talks about math and how much he thinks it's 

the best subject out of all the school subjects. Everyday in his class on the board he has a quote 

saying how math is so great. 
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The most important quality, in my opinion, that every teacher should have is a sense of 

humor. Mr. Thompson is always cracking jokes about how all of his students are going to be 

math scholars and how we are going to become math teachers. I've always hated math, but he 

actually makes it better for me. 

Mr. Thompson is such a great teacher he helps all his students. As a teacher, he has the 

best qualities like having patience, being friendly, loving his job, and most importantly having a 

sense of humor. Those are all why he is the best teacher in Springtown High School. 



Aidan Baxley 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

5 April 2016 

Nathan Smith: A Great Coach 

Things that make a teacher or instructor influential are traits like wanting to make the 

students achieve greatness. They want us to be good at what we do and they try to help as 

' 
possible. The teacher and coach and I found to be the most influential was Nathan Smith. 

Coach Smith was a wrestling coach and teacher at my old school in Kansas. He would 

help us strive to do great things off and on the wrestling mat. When I started to have issues with 

my grades, he would help us figure out what the issues were. If I happened to be struggling with 

my weight before a tournament, he would have us stay longer after practice or run a lot in the 

mornings. It might seem like a punishment, but it helped us achieve greatness as a team and as an 

individual. 

Coach Smith would also teach us a certain move until we for sure got it, and if we didn't, 

he would teach us personally. One practice I was having a problem with a certain move. He had 

my wrestling partner go work with someone else, and he had me do that move all week on him 

until it was completely flawless. I won a lot of matches doing that move. He made sure we did it 

perfect, and we usually did after he personally taught us. He made practices intense and fun at 

the same time. That is why I think he was the most influential teacher in my high school" career. 
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Austin Bauman 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

4 March 2016 

Most Influential: 

Coach Adams This coach was and still is a great coach. He's always positive no matter what the 

situation is, he is never negative. Coach Adams made me the man and great football player I am 

today by pushing me to every limit possible everyday. Even coming in as a freshmen, he would 

always work with me and help with me to progress everyday. 

Coach Adam's motivation was his greatest feature as a coach; he would always make you smile 

or laugh when you were down or having a bad day. He would sit down and talk to you about the 

situation you were going through and would help you push through it. He was a great coach on 

and off the field no matter the situation. 

Coach Adams is a great motivational speaker as well. He can pump you up and make you get 

really hyped and amped in a matter of seconds. The speeches coach gave us were exceptionally 

good and made you feel good inside. His speech would make you stop and think who you were 

playing for, not just yourself but the guy next to you. You would fight your butt off for the guy 

next to you, and he would never let us forget that. 
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Also Coach Adam's work ethic was terrific, making him an even better coach. He puts in a lot of 

time during the season hours upon hours in his office working and designing plays and plans for 

us to run that week making sure that it is one hundred percent correct. Not just striving to get us 

better but also outside of school he pushes his own self to better his family and make him be 

successful. 

Coach Adams has inspired me to work as hard as possible at whatever the situation is no matter 

how hard it gets you continue to push and strive and you can take life straight dead on. Making 

you a better man in every way possible. 



Kayla White 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English 1302 

9 March 2016 

Most Influential: Coach Mann 

My parents continue to influence my life everyday, but they are not the only ones. The 

teachers in my school do the same for me, whether they realize it or not. The positive attitudes 

they bring and the long term advice they give are extremely helpful for the long road ahead of 

me. While many instructors have influenced my life, one stands out above the rest, Coach Mann. 

Coach Mann is a funny, laid back kind of guy. He has fun with his athletes but he also 

knows when it is time to be serious. His family is amazing and they have shown their love and 

support for me just as he has done. I can see the faith he has in me as an athlete and I know that 

he trusts me, and in return, I trust him. Coach Mann is more than just my softball coach, he is a 

friend and someone I can confide in. 

When I started my high school softball career, it was not what I expected. After going 

through new coaches every season, Coach Mann arrived at Springtown High School. At this 

point in my life, I was tired of getting new coaches every year and I felt like I wouldn't be able to 

trust in a new coach for fear that he might leave. But Coach Mann saw potential, he saw that my 

team and I truly wanted to do something great for our town, coaches, parents, and ourselves. He 

reassured us that he would build up our program to ensure that great things would happen. It was 

not long until I was able to trust in him and my other coaches. I knew that they loved the game as 

much as I did and that they would not leave my teammates and I high and dry. 
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Things go wrong in life, it's all apart of the process, but how I respond to them is key. As 

a pitcher, my mental game has to be strong, but mine was the exact opposite. Surprisingly, Coach 

Mann never became frustrated with me. He would take time out of his evening, after practice, to 

hit me extra ground balls, throw soft toss in the cages for batting, or even talk about my mental 

game or how I was doing. Coach Mann came to a point where he even knew me well enough to 

know when I was not myself or when something was upsetting me. He would show his concern 

by a simple text message or phone call to check on me and make sure that I was okay. Having a 

coach who cares about his players and how they feel towards them is wonderful. It proves that he 

knows that my teammates and I truly trust him and count on him to help us reach that next level. 

I never truly saw the full potential I had in myself as a pitcher. But Coach Mann 

continually assured me that I had the talent to be great. Coach Man is always encouraging. He is 

understanding and kind. His faith in my team and I has lead him to become extremely influential 

ih my life. He always preaches that "it's the little things" that help a team win softball games, but 

that is not the only game it helps to win. The little things help win in the game of life. The little 

he sends me, whether a link to an article or a quote, he speaks not only of softball but of life in 

general. The stories he shares of his own life and of the people around him tend to hit home for 

myself as a person. Having a coach who went through tough times much like my teammates and 

I, creates a bond and an understanding of how precious life is. His advice and stories will forever 

be with me as I go off to college and prepare a life for myself. His motivation, influence, and 

determination have affected my life greatly, and without Coach Mann, I would not be the athlete 

or woman I am today. 



Priscila Soto 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English 1301 

9 March 2016 

Most Influential Teacher- Jeff Kahlden 

Jeff Kahklen is the Upward Bound Director at Weatherford College. Ever since I first was 

inducted into the Upward Bound program my freshman year, Jeff has made a massive impact on my life. 

Since both my parents know hardly anything about the college process, I know that without him I would 

probably be completely lost on how to pursue my dreal1l5. 

The majority of my time during high school has been spent with Jeff. Mostly because I am either 

Weatherford College for our monthly Upward Bound meetings and summer program with Jeff or in the 

counselor's office talking about grades and what steps I shou1d take next with Jeff. He has walked me 

through the college application process, the FAFSA process, and has directed me towards scholarship 

applications. My freshman year I would never have expected that I wou1d be graduating the top · of my 

class as an Honor Graduate on the Distinguished program with the intentions of attending Texas Tech 

this coming fall I have been able to accomplish so much because of Jeff. He has been the extra 

encouragement that I needed to be able to push forward. Without Jeff pointing me towards the right 

direction and pushing me to do my best, I would probably be just another Hispanic teenage girl just 

skimming by through high school without an idea. 

All in all, I am thankful for his support throughout my high school career and for being my 

educational father. And by educational father I mean, that Jeff may not be my biological or real dad, but 

he is still a father figure in my life because he has helped me gain a higher education. 
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Shelby Smith 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English 1302 

09 Mar 2016 

Most Influential Teacher: Mrs. Dallas 

Smith 1 

School has always been something I was good at but never really cared for. That's why 

my teachers are so important; I find motivation within them. Their passion for what they teach 

coupled with the love of helping students further their knowledge is what's really important. 

When they strive for excellence, so do I. I find the want to do my assignments, I understand 

them, and I want to succeed. My most influential teacher is a woman that really went above and 

beyond for not only me, but her entire class, Krissi Dallas. 

At first, Mrs. Dallas and I butted heads a lot. I had my own ideas about how things should 

be done and I didn't think her methods made sense. Eventually somewhere while reading The 

Phantom Tollbooth, I realized what she was doing. She wanted us to want to learn, and her 

"Wacky Wednesday's" and "Winter Wassel" were ways to create a flow of creativity. Obviously, 

taking off your left shoe and throwing a paper airplane made from part of a story you wrote 

doesn't do anything to help with grammar, but it did get us excited to write. We suddenly wanted 

to write part of each other's stories and reading them aloud was always interesting. What she 

demonstrated, not only on the reward days, but every single day in her classroom was an 

excitement to teach us, and that definitely affected our motivation and work ethic. 

Another prime example of her dedication to teaching was the unit we did over The 

Hunger Games. During that time, our tables became our districts, and we came up with what 
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Smith 2 

would be our economic focus . We worked together to compete against each other like they did in 

the books, and it helped us understand the literature that much more. We went so in depth with 

The Hunger Games and multiple other books in ways that it almost didn't seem like learning. But 

by watching Indiana Jones: Raiders of the Lost Ark we learned about archetypes, The Phantom 

Tollbooth taught us about literary devices like similes, and The Hunger Games demonstrated the 

powers of symbolism. We learned so much while doing things that seemed more like fun that 

even the students that normally didn't tum in their work were eager to go to Mrs. Dallas' class. 

One of my favorite things we ever did in her class was going to the Administration 

building for one whole school day for a writing workshop. She taught us how to write a thesis 

essay utilizing The Phantom Tollbooth, and it laid the groundwork for every essay I would write 

in the future. I never realized how important that workshop was, and if I had I would have taken 

a lot more notes, but thankfully Mrs. Dallas made herself so available to her students that I fully 

understood everything we were supposed to do. Mrs. Dallas made it her goal to make sure that 

every single one of us knew what we were supposed to be doing, and if we didn't, we were never 

left behind. 

As a graduating senior, I still utilize devices she taught us, even if they don't have 

anything to do with school. Mrs. Dallas was so much more than just a teacher for the two years I 

had her, she was a role model and friend to every student she had. Her passion for her students 

and teaching itself really made an impact on me. I learned more with her than I feel like I have 

with any other teacher I've ever had. I'm glad that I got to experience Mrs. Dallas' wacky 

teaching style and am proud to say that she was my most influential teacher. 



Hunter Robinson 

Mrs. Mitchell 

Dual 1302 

9 March 2016 

Most Influential: David Lamd 

In my years at Springtown high school, Mr. Lamb has influenced me in many ways. The 

first time I had his class was as a sophomore in AP world history and then again this year in AP 

economics. Along with the things he has taught me about history and economics, he has also 

influenced my life on a moral level as well. He would teach us about things while also making 

sure we knew what was right or wrong, and he did not have any harsh judgments to opposing 

opinions. Mr. Lamb taught me more about economics than I ever could have hoped for and he 

never wavered to help me when I did not understand a topic or concept. Along with keeping a 

relaxed feel in his classroom, he always made sure the students were on task and working on 

their assignments. The things he has taught me verbally do not amount to the amount of things I 

have learned from his actions. Seeing his success and how he get things done in an efficient 

manner significantly influenced me to use similar character traits in my everyday life. 

His ability to stay-calm even when confronted with a very challenging situation has 

probably helped many kids learn at a faster pace and be able to be productive in the class room. I 

still remember the in depth lectures he gave us my sophomore year in world history about how 

terrible the mongols were when they pillaged through Asia, and how in the past, a good navy has 

been the deciding factor in wars. 
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Mr. Lamb has always offered sufficient help and guided me in the right path for success 

in my high school career, and he has taught me above and beyond the standard expected of a 

normal high school teacher. Overall, Mr. Lamb has been the most influential teacher in my high 

school career. 



Jill Ray 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English 1302 

9 March 2016 

Most Influential Teacher: Mrs. Kelly 

There are bunches of teachers that have influenced me throughout my school years. The 

person who has been the most influential and has really pushed me to be my best is Mrs. Kelly. 

Knowing Mrs. Kelly on a personal level, I never thought that she would have such a huge impact 

on my life in the end. She has been my counselor for 12 years. Mrs. Kelly has helped me through 

difficult classes. in intermediate/middle school, showed me how to be successful in high school, 

and has prepared me for college. 

Throughout my intermediate and middle school years, I had a tough time with some of 

my core classes. Having to take two classes of the same subject was hard and also embarrassing. 

All my friends were always in the AP classes. Mrs. Kelly was always there to assist me in any 

needs I had. Whether it was being a friend, assuring me that it will get .better, or helping me 

understand what I was learning in the class that day. Mrs. Kelly was a key person in helping me 

advance out of the two classes and move on to achieve great things in high school. 

Throughout my years in high school, I was hesitant in taking AP classes along with my 

friends. I went to Mrs. Kelly on several occasions to discuss if I was prepared to take AP classes. 

She was so motivating and told me that I can do anything I set my mind to, and she was right. I 

begun taking AP classes and really advanced my knowledge on certain subjects. If it wasn't for 
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Mrs. Kelly, I would have never thought I was "smart" enough to take AP classes, but she showed 

me differently. 

In my last year in high school, Mrs. Kelly has been the biggest help. She has assisted me 

with all of my "college stuff' like applying, scholarships, letters of recommendations, and 

helping me pick a college that would best suit me. My senior year has definitely been stressful, 

but she has helped me in ways that no other person has. Thanks to her, I will be attending Texas 

Tech University in the fall. 

Through difficult classes in intermediate/middle school, showing me how to be 

successful in high school, and preparing me for college, Mrs. Kelly has been the most influential 

in helping me with all of these factors. For 12 years Mrs. Kelly has strived to not only make me a 

better person, but to make her students better each and everyday. She has definitely influenced 

me in a positive way and many others. 



John Nolte 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English 1302 

9 March 2016 

Most Influential Teacher: David Owen 

Patience, good morals, guidance, respect, and honesty are all characteristics that I 

believe a true teacher should have. As a little boy, I had dreams of becoming the next great car 

designer and the next great mechanic, or even a great inventor. Although dreams like that have 

faded since I was a boy, my interest in shop skills have remained concrete. My interest and skills 

in trades like plumbing, welding, manufacturing and construction technologies made me realize I 

can apply the skills I have in today's workforce, and also everyday life. The day we got our 

registration forms in 8th grade, I knew what I wanted to do. Quickly as I could I circled every 

basic class I needed to take in order to be in shop, welding, and construction tech. 

Upon meeting Mr. Owen for the first time, I realized I wanted to be in his class. The old, 

tiny man strives for excellence and is very intelligent in the trades I believed I wanted to be in. 

Mr.Owen has an incredible sense of courtesy and respect, and is still stem when he has to be. He 

makes sure all of his kids are safe with the equipment that they use and does not allow unsafe 

actions in the shop. This 50 year old man has been through it all, from the heartache of losing a 

first love, to restoring a rusty car with his bare hands. I have learned countless things from him, 

including common courtesy and respect. Mr.Owen gives respect even where none should be 

given, and unless there is solid evidence against someone, he will always give them the benefit 
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of the doubt. He has taught me countless things about safety in the shop, building and 

manufacturing, and even some blueprint schematics of buildings and floor plans. 

The old man is a man of conviction and has a good viewpoint on modem morals. There 

were times when I didn't have my grandfather and I was seeking advice; I would consult with 

Mr. Owen and ask him questions about life. He always has an answer for me, no matter what; he 

always had some sort of advice for me, whether it be what angle to cut a piece of steel, or how to 

handle a situation with a present girlfriend. Mr. Owen always made it clear that you could ask 

him for advice, even for dumb questions like how to tum on a machine. No matter how busy we 

were in the shop Mr. Owen always has an answer. Also, if we were busy in the shop with 

countless projects and test grade-welds, he would always help us and guide us through it all. The 

most influential teacher is one that you hear a playback of their voice in your head or go back to 

some advice they gave you way back in freshman year. Many times I have come to a crossroad 

and heard his voice telling me which direction to step in. Patience, good morals, guidance, 

respect, and honesty are characteristics that Mr.Owen has, and of all teachers I've met he has 

been the most influential in my life. 



Lucy Meraz 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English 1302 

9 March 2016 

Most Influential Teacher 

By the time we are seniors in high school, we will have met quite a number of teachers. 

Whether or not we can say we liked all of them, or we care to remember all of them, there is no 

doubt that the Springtown School District has some dedicated and hard working teachers. For 

this reason, it was very difficult to choose only one teacher to write about. Luckily, I didn't have 

to second guess my decision about choosing the sweet and lovely Mrs. Robin Hidrogo. 

When I first met Mrs. Hidrogo, I was in 6th grade. She was the beginners band French 

Hom teacher at the intermediate school. I play the French Hom and in 6th grade did not know 

how I would learn to love it, eventually. I saw Mrs. Hidrogo every day after lunch because she 

would come and teach us how to play our instruments. The moment she introduced herself to our 

class, I could tell that she was serious about teaching us. Mrs. Hidrogo was always giving as 

much effort as she wanted to receive from us. Whenever someone had a question, she made sure 

to help us understand without making anyone feel as if they were bothering her. 

Mrs. Hidrogo is the main reason on why I have decided to fulfill a career in Music 

education. She is an inspiration, the kind of inspiration that can change someone's life. The 

passion she showed whenever she was my teacher in 6th, 7th, and 8th grade greatly impacted 

me. She showed me how to love music and how to read more than what was on the page. The 

way Mrs. Hidrogo teaches shows what kind of person she is. Not only does she teach music, but 
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she teaches how to connect with the music. I can say Mrs. Hidrogo has been a mentor to me. 

Whenever I feel unsure about something, I know I can count on her to help me through any 

problems. Mrs. Hidrogo has been a marvelous educator and mentor. Springtown ISD is 

extremely blessed to have Mrs. Hidrogo as part of their music department. I know she will 

continue to inspire many other students the way she has inspired me . 

• 



Rhylea Mathis 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

9 March 

Most Influential Teacher: Seipp 

Halfway through my sophomore year, my dad made the decision that we were going to 

move to Texas. I had lived my entire life in the town of Carrollton in Georgia. In February 2014, 

mY family and I made the move to Springtown, Texas. Being the new kid at a new school was 

very intimidating for me. Finishing out my sophomore year was tough for me because I was 

surrounded by new kids that I had no clue who were and no idea how the new teachers would 

teach. As a junior, I met the most influential teacher that I have ever had in my high school 

career, Mrs. Seipp. 

When I first stepped foot into her room for my 7th period World History class, I instantly 

knew that she was going to be different than the rest of the teachers at Springtown High School. 

Her room was decorated with many posters, bumper stickers, and many knick knacks. She told 

the class that there was going to be out-of-class work and she did not want to have people 

struggle with lessons. At first, I was so scared to even talk in her class. She intimidated me 

because I had heard that she was very strict and would send anyone to the office in a heartbeat. 

As the year went on, I got more comfortable in her classes. Understanding her sarcasm 

and witty jokes made the class more enjoyable. She did not only makes us laugh in a daily basis 

but she made learning in her class relaxed. Mrs. Seipp broke down the lessons and chapters into 

little sections and made the work not as overwhelming than having to do a whole chapter in one 
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night. We took many notes that helped us know the chapters very well so when it came time for a 

test, there would be no doubt of failing. 

As the school year came to an end, all I could hope for was the have Mrs. Seipp has a 

teacher again for my senior year in high school. I was excited when i received my schedule and 

saw that I was going to have Mrs. Seipp, my second semester for AP government. I dragged 

through my first semester with economics. It was hard to understand and I just did not enjoy 

trying to learn about something that I did not completely understand. Second semester came and 

I was ready to have government. I knew that I would understand these subject better than 

economics. 

First day when we had government, Mrs. Seipp was just as happy and witty as last year 

when I had my first experience with her. Again she told us that we would have to work hard. She 

said that she loves teaching seniors because it is the time in our life where we are trying to figure 

out what we want to do with our lives. As a senior, Mrs. Seipp has not only helped me with 

learning government, but she has also helped me figure out life in small ways. She encourages 

her students do what they feel is right. There is no pressuring of college from her because she 

understands that college is not for everyone. 

She has really made me feel like I do not have to have my life all planned put right when 

I get out of high school. I feel like if I ever had a problem when something in my life that I could 

go talk to her without having to worry about being judged. Her open-mindedness makes her an 

ever better teacher. The way she tries to connects with the way students see life makes it easier to 

have her as a teacher because she understands that we are busy with other classes, jobs, and 

school activities. 



Mackensie Martin 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English 1302 

9 March 2016 

Most Influential Teacher: Mrs. Seipp 

Since the first day I stepped into Mrs. Paula Seipp's classroom, I knew I was going to 

love her class. No other teacher has been as completely laid back as she is. Do not get me wrong, 

she is probably one of the hardest teachers I have ever had, but also one of the best teachers I 

have ever had. Until now, my entire senior year has not consisted of much homework. E_veryday, 

when I came home my Mom would ask me "Don't you have homework?" and everyday I 

respond with the same "No." Until the second semester began. Now every time my mom asks 

that question I respond with a yes. Everyday I receive homework from Mrs. Seipps class. Most 

people dread this extra work, but I do not really mind it. Giving homework everyday gives the 

seniors a little more motivation to not only work harder for the class but to also come to school 

to tum it in. 

Everyday I walk into Mrs. Seipps classroom I am greeted with poster all over her walls. 

Each poster, or bumper sticker, contains a witty saying or a quote that brings a smile to my face. 

I love the laid back atmosphere of her room she has created instead of the usual white walls and 

desks in a row. Then, once class starts, she informs us of all of our due dates and what we will be 

doing today in class. Then she lets us work on everything we need to. She does not control 

everything we do, she trusts that as seniors in high school we will be able to figure out how to 

pass her class and make good grades. Mrs. Seipp lets us be ourselves in her classroom and 
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accepts us how we are. We have discussions about our assignments before we tum them in and 

then we have a quiz or test on the subject, and then we move onto the next thing. I feel like we 

learn more on our own this way instead of having a teacher on top of us all the time. 

As seniors in high school, we can sometimes can be overwhelmed with all the due dates 

approaching and applications that need to be filled out. Sometimes, we feel as if high school is 

pointless and we have made it this far, so it is okay if we skip school occasionally. I never 

imagined having such an inspirational teacher as Mrs. Seipp. Not only is she funny, cool, and an 

all around good person, but she is also very smart and encouraging. She has every quality to be 

considered one of the most influential teachers of my high school career. Without Mrs. Seipp to 

encourage me everyday to stay on top of all my due dates, I would probably have missed several 

deadlines and never thought school would be so much fun: 



Marissa Keesee 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English 1302 

9 March 2016 

Keesee 1 

Most Influential; Kristi Hulme 

The most influential teacher I have, without a doubt, is Mrs. Hulme. Not only does she 

have a way of making everything she teaches click easily, but she also connects with each of her 

students on a personal level. She is extremely thoughtful of others. Anyone can go to her for 

advice and know that she will have an open mind and will always have the best advice to give. 

Mrs. Hulme is also very generous. She is the type of teacher who takes on everything in order to 

relieve stress from others, and she can deal with it and ten other tasks better than anyone could 

have handled the one task. She is the culinary arts teacher, therefore not only does she appeal to 

the eyes and the soul, she also appeals to the taste buds. If one were to give her a basic recipe, 

she could find any way to make it ten times better by spicing it up some. Mrs. Hulme is a good 

teacher, an amazing listener and a kind hearted cook. 

I met Kristi Hulme my junior year of high school. When I first had her class, it was the 

preparation class for culinary arts, and it was so difficult and time consuming. At first I wanted to 

drop it, it seemed ridiculous to me that she took, what I thought to be, a blow off class so 

seriously. Then a week or two more into the class I realized she meant well. She began to 

demonstrate cooking skills for us that we had spent months writing about. Seeing it actually 

happen was amazing to me, especially seeing her do it. She was so tedious, and I realized that I 

could do it all, too, because she had drilled it into my head. When we got to cook for the first 
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Keesee 2 

time, I was thankful for all her help when I realized without her lessons I would have been so 

lost. 

Mrs. Hulme is not only a great teacher, she is an even better listener. I used to see kids 

going up to her daily with problems. As a first year student of hers it seemed strange to me that 

they were so open with her about some things. Although, as I got to know her more, it became 

clear to me she was open with everyone, and she genuinely cares about others. That seemed to 

draw me into her; I felt as though she were the only one who would understand and not judge me 

for the things I needed help with. 

Mrs. Hulme has a way with herself. She presents herself well and she makes others want 

to be around her. She is a bright light that touches the hearts of students in their darkest times. If 

anyone deserves this award, it is her. Not only is she awesome, she is humble about it. If she saw 

this paper alone, plus others because I know I'm not the only one who has been touched by her, 

she would cry. Everything about Mrs. Hulme is influential in the best ways. 



Kylie Hornback 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English 1302 

9 March 2016 

Most Influential Instructor: Ryan McNeely 

"Each person holds so much power within themselves that needs to be let out. Sometimes 

they just need a little nudge, a little direction, a little support, a little coaching, and the greatest 

things can happen" (Pete Carroll) . From the first time an athlete steps into sports, their life will 

be changed. Coaches have enormous power to affect a child's life. I never would have learned 

what is meant to not quit and become a leader without all my coaches. An exciting part of being 

an athlete is the moment you learn which coaching style fits you like a champion. As an athlete, I 

never performed to my potential by getting yelled at or being punished for awful technique. The 

coaching aspects that made me a winner are humility and patiences. Coach Mac (McNeely) was 

the first to demonstrate this coaching style to me, and due to that, he has my up most respect as a 

coach. 

To me humility in a coach is when a coach goes beyond their limits with their athletes to 

help them. I remember going into Junior year and finding out the school got a new Shot Put 

coach. That statement made me fear the new season, just because I don't like change. The first 

time I experienced Coach Mac's humility was the first I met him. I was getting my uniform for 

track season and he came into the storage room and introduced himself and shook my hand. 

After the introductions,he said let's throw in the indoor. This occasion was also the first time I 

experienced his patientness. Out of excitement, I ran into the indoor. With it being the first 
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practice, he went over every drill and illustrated how to do it; he also explained why we do each 

drill. 

To me Junior year was academically hard, and being captain of the Color Guard took up a 

lot of my time. At the start of the season I was losing my mind trying to be in two places at once. 

As a leader of guard, I choose to give up Shot Put. At the end of the practice that day, I told 

Coach I could not keep throwing. His response was different then what I would expect from a 

coach. Out of patience and humility he said okay, if you want to throw again just come to 

practice. Even though I got a hard time from him in the hallways, I learned to laugh at myself for 

it. Coach Adams needed me to throw at District for the points, which I ended up doing; but at 

first I fought her on it then gave in. After that I moved on to Area, then Regionals. He coached 

me like I was a part of his team all season in between Area and Regionals. In those couple of 

weeks of the track meets, he told me what I was doing wrong and worked with me till I fixed it. 

As an athlete, I do regret quitting because he saw I had the work ethic and believed in me, but I 

didn't believe in myself. At the end of that season, I made a vow to make Senior year Shot Put 

unforgettable. 

From the start of Senior year, I was asked if I was throwing. I knew how much work and 

time it would take. I gave my word. Even before the season started, Coach Mac was 

encouraging me get in the weight room. Here I saw humility because he went out of his way and 

talked to the girl coaches to see if during first period I could lift with them. Then practice hit at 

the beginning of February, and everyday we are at the field or in the indoor. The most patients I 

have seen is with my technique. I had to retrain almost to get my height up, and my foot under 

hip. Everytime I do it wrong, he says the same thing with out getting aggravated. One thing I 



have learned if you don't quit then there is no need to get frustrated. I have noticed with other 

throwers, when they quit or don't try he raise his voice a little. When he finally got through to me 

that I didn't need to be frustrated, I needed to be a leader that I when I started throwing my best. 

He asked what are they doing wrong, he declares we can help each other; which is true. For me, 

he as taken an individual sport and made it a team. 

This being my last season, I wanted to try a new event, so I picked up Discus. He knew I 

probably would not succeed in it. He told me try for a couple of meets, but we have a chance to 

get to state. I tried it and I sucked it up. I went back to just Shot Put and with his coaching style 

we are rocking the the meets. I still have a lot of work, but I came not giving up because he never 

gave up on me. 

From learning to throw with the right technique to learning not to quit on myself, Ryan 

McNeely has been there to nudge that support. He is the coach that has made the most difference 

in my life. He even sets an example at how to laugh at myself when I do stupid stuff; stuff like 

falling under the ball pit or putting up with my saltiness of not wanting to workout. I never could 

say thank you enough to Coach Mac, but what I can do is finish the season hard and fight for 

state. Then after high school give the peace out sign and take what he taught and succeed in life. 



Emily Hash 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English 1302 

9 March2016 

Most Influential Teacher: Mrs. Lang 

One of the most .influential teachers I've ever had was Mrs. Lang. During her American History 

class, I was genuinely fascinated in what was taught and became more aware of the social aspect of 

history. She is not only sincerely interested in teaching history, but she is also excellent at making class 

engaging and teaching in a memorable way. 

While many teachers care about their subject, Mrs. Lang is truly passionate about what she 

teaches. From bringing sowenirs, such as a piece of the Berlin Wall, to recommending historical books 

and TV series, she always shows contagious enthusiasm for history. My past history classes usually 

consisted of a brief lecture followed multiple worksheets, but Mrs. Lang goes out of her way to make 

the subject more interesting. 

Another part of Mrs. Lang's class that I enjoyed was the notes; not the action of taking notes 

itself, but the interesting stories and depth she added while the class wrote them One example of this 

was when we learned about Triangle Shirtwaist Fire in the early 1900's. Instead of just giving us dates, 

numbers, and the basic facts of the story, Mrs. Lang talked about the emotional and industrial impacts 

of the fire. Her way of teaching it made it more tangible, as if you could feel the panic and fear of 

women trapped in that building. Historical events were not just something that happened in the past, but 

real events that affected real people and have made the world the way it is now. Her lectures were 

memorable, and made it easier to remember what we learned. 
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Lastly, Mrs. Lang constantl.y prepares her students for both the STAAR test and the AP exam 

She works extraordinarily hard in order to make sure all her students are confident that they will pass 

and know all they need to know. The week before the the junior class had to take the history STAAR, 

she reviewed as much as possible and tried to help each individual with any difficulties they were having. 

When I was taking the test, I was surprised to find that ahnost every single question on the test had been 

reviewed sometime that week in her class. I'd never felt so confident on a test, as she had put so much 

effort into making sure we would do well 

I learned so much in that class due to her excellent teaching. While there are many great 

teachers, Mrs. Lang stands out due to her dedication and unique teaching style. I hope to have more 

teachers that are as hard-working and enthusiastic as Mrs. Lang. 



Janeth Gomez 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

9 March 2016 

Most Influential: Mrs. Hulme 

Many of the students that walk through the halls of their school never take into 

consideration everything that is done for them. As students, we tend to complain about all the 

work a teacher gives us that we never see what that specific teacher does for us. A teacher helps 

us pass, they are patient, and understanding, however an extraordinary teacher goes above and 

beyond. They comprehend you, they mess with you, and you feel the love they have for their job 

and the students. Those are only some qualities that a teacher should have, and Mrs. Hulme 

surpasses many of the teachers at Springtown High School. 

Mrs. Hulme is a sweetheart all around. She treats all her students fair, and comprehends 

each and everyone of them. As a student, we know when the teacher loves their job and when 

they are in a good mood. We notice when the teacher not only is our teacher, but our friend as 

well. When I am with Mrs. Hulme, I feel can feel the love she has for both her job and her 

students. She has cried in front of her culinary class because we have bonded so well, and many 

of us are seniors who will be leaving soon. She has repeatedly told us how much she appreciates 

us and how much she will miss us. She understands everyone, not just her students, but any 

student who needs someone to listen to them. She is always in such a great mood that it puts 

those around her in a great mood as well. 
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Mrs. Hulme has made me realize that teachers do so much for their students. She has 

showed me values that I did not have before, and I am so thankful for having her as my teacher. 

She gives so much, and I am fortunate for having the opportunity to be in her class my senior 

year. She is an extraordinary teacher and she deserves to be the most influential teacher. 



Brittany Burris 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English 13 02 

9 March 2016 

Burris 1 

Most Influential Teacher 

Mr. Jeff Lybbert was the kind of teacher you could go to for anything. He was not just a 

teacher, he was also my friend. Sorry, he is still my friend. I still remember his class like it was 

yesterday, when in fact it was five years ago. 

He was my seventh grade science teacher at Springtown Middle School. I was never 

great at science, in fact it was one of my worst subjects. It never caught my interest like history 

did. But Mr. Lybbert made it fun. He put a nerdy twist on everything, and it all made sense to me 

after that. He understood me and helped me understand it more. Any other teacher would have 

taught it the exact same way, and I would have failed that course. And it wasn't just me. There 

were others who he understood, he just put his own twist on his class. 

I do remember there was one day when I was being loud and obnoxious (as usual). And 

he called me to his desk and asked me if I ever met the girl who looked just like me and sat in 

my desk at the beginning of the year because he liked that girl. She got all her work done and 

didn't talk. I responded with "that's my presentation mode. I use that mode for the first six weeks 

so teachers will learn to like me because it is all about first impressions." He just died laughing. 

That expression "rolling on the floor," he really was. He told me to go sit down and finish my 

work. A few days later we took a test that was worth quite a bit on our six weeks. After he 

graded mine, he called me to his desk to see my grade. I looked at the paper and he had written 
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Burris 2 

"100 presentation mode on!" We both burst out in laughter. That was one of the best days of my 

life. 

And our teacher/student friendship didn't stop that year. It still continues today. I think it 

is because I made him this holiday dessert called Peppermint Bark. I would make him his o\Wl 

batch when I decided to make it. But my sophomore year, he moved out of state. We are friends 

on Facebook and he still helps on science questions every now and again. But one thing is for 

sure, I will never forget being in Mr. Lybbert's seventh grade science class. 



Cameron Bosch 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English 1302 

9 March2016 

Most Influential Teacher: Chris Mashburn 

I have been lucky enough to have some amazing teachers throughout my school career, but 

none have had the impact on my life the same as Chris Mashburn. Many people in Springtown High 

School probably do not even know who he is, but his impact on this school should not go unnoticed. 

Chris Mashburn, or Mash, has completely turned our percussion program around from a complete 

disaster, to one that competes on a national level in only the span of a few years. The SHS Percussion 

Studio is now a force to be reckoned with, all thanks to Mash. 

Mashburn has not only taught me the wonders of percussion, but also how I can apply rrrusic to 

my everyday life. His teaching has influenced where I will attend college, and what job I will get once I 

graduate. I firmly believe that he has changed the course of my life and the paths I will pursue. However, 

Mash has not only just affected me, but the whole percussion program as we11 It's safe to say that our 

program would not be nearly as competitive if it was not fur his wonderful teaching. Our little 4A school 

is competing and beating schools three times our size with muhiple staff members. We get asked the 

question, 'Who is Springtown? How are they doing what they are doing with one staff member?" The 

answer lies within how talented and committed our director is. This previous school year was our most 

successful competitive drumline season in this school's history, and all the credit goes to Mash. The 

school's that we compete with have multiple staff members, and thousands of dollars in equipment that 

MKelley
Highlight



we do not possess. However, we still handily beat these schools thanks to our superior leadership in 

Chris Mashburn. 

Chris Mashburn may be an unfamiliar name to most of the students at SHS, but he is a name 

that will forever be engraved in my mind. I owe all of my percussion and musical skills to him. The 

influence he has had on my life is impossible to describe in just a few pages, but can be evident in our 

performances. The passion and raw emotion we all possess when we play is because we have been 

taught not only to play extremely well, but to love and enjoy every moment of .it. Mash does not ask for 

anything in return; however, he does not ask for more money because he has made our program more 

successfu], or more publicity, or anything like that. All he asks is that we continue to play our best and to 

amaze the countless spectators we draw in when we perform 11lls is why I believe Chris Mashburn 

deserves this award. He has given Springtown a positive image desp.ite all the negative publicity we may 

receive from the media. He is truly a man that any school district should be proud of to have employed. 



Tayler Berlin 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English 1302 

9 March2016 

Most Influential Teacher: Juliet George 

Berlin 1 

In today's society, teaching is among the most undervahled of professions. Teachers quite 

literally lay the foundation for America, by molding and shaping the minds of the youth. With that being 

said, it would not be an exaggeration to say that all teachers are influentiai in one way or another. 

However, there are some that go above and beyond in all aspects of their profession. They strive daily 

to not on1y teach their students, but also to help them grow into better people. It is these teachers that 

have a true passion for both their work and their students. In my life I have had many great teachers, but 

there is one women in particular who influenced me in a way I will remember for the rest of my life. Of 

all my teachers, Ms. Juliet George was the most influential to me. 

I had the honor of being taught Spanish by Mrs. George for both my freshman and sophomore 

year. From the moment I entered her classroom, I could tell that Ms. George was the type of educator 

who took pride in her teaching. Her colorfully decorated room is a perfect match to her radiant 

personality. Day in and day out Ms. George constantly strives to reach each and every student in her 

classroom Whether it is through singing songs like El Jinete, or watching interactive videos from 

Youtube, Mrs. George always makes it a point to adapt to each students learning style. Ms. George's 

teaching abilities are enough to impress anyone, however, it is her personality that truly impacted me. 

Mrs. George showed me what is means to have a positive outlook. When my class would have a rough 

day, or a certain student would misbehave, Ms. George would do what she could to address the 
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Berlin 2 

problem, but she never allowed that problem to define our day. Ms. George influenced me through her 

positive and resilient attitude. 

Teaching is a difficult job. To be successful, one must be dedicated, compassionate, and 

creative. Ms. George embodies each of these characteristics, plus so much more. Through her kind and 

caring attitude, Ms. George demonstrated to me what it means to take pride in your profession. I am 

truly thankful for the years I got to spend in Ms. George's classroom 



Emily Belcher 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English 1302 

9 March2016 

Most Influential Teacher: ML McLellan 

Mr. McLellan is a band teacher at Springtown High School He teaches for the honors band, 

teaches at the intermediate school and has been teaching at Springtown for 14 years. Mr. McLellan is 

dedicated to the program and does everything in his power to help the band kids be successful He has 

influenced me since I moved her and joined the band and this is why I wanted to nominate him. 

The summer before my freshman year anyone in band comes out in August and practices in the 

parking lot. Either learning different marching fundamentals or learning spots on the field for the show. It 

wasn't till after the season I realised how dedicated he was to the band. Practices in the summer usually 

run from 9 in the morning to 6 or 9 depending on the week. That is an entire month of summer he 

spends with kids that aren't his own. And even when school starts, we still have practices and is he 

away from his family to help the band program be strong. 

When marching season is over, concert season begins, but the dedication doesn't stop. He 

stays after school sometimes till 8 helping student with their solo and ensembles or concert music. Even 

if it's not band related, he still helps his student out. As an example myself I am also in softball and he 

always helps me to work with schedule conflicts. He also helps sets students up to go to colleges, giving 

them auditions to join their bands, or sets up programs to become a more successful band student. 
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After all my years with him, he has helped not only me but hundreds of students that has ever 

crossed the band hall. Mr. McLellan is the most influential teacher to me because he never stops 

workIDg to make successful students and striving for something greater out of his students. 



Ashlea Antonucci 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English 1302 

9 March 2016 

Most Influential: Mrs. Hulme 

The most influential teacher, in my eyes, is Mrs. Hulme. Mrs. Hulme teaches culinary 

arts and is head of the senior class. She has helped out in several school events and impacted 

many lives. When you ask me who has impacted my life both academically and personally, Mrs. 

Hulme is the first person that comes to mind. She is selfless, funny, intelligent, beautiful (inside 

and out), a definite role model, and caring. 

Sophomore year when I first was in Mrs. Hulme's class, I had no idea she would have 

this much effect to my life. I had always had a love for cooking and a dream to one day have my 

own bakery/coffee shop, but it wasn't until I had her class that I saw what hard work and 

dedication it would take. We spent that year in class learning more about food and later receiving 

our food handling license. That whole year, anytime something was wrong, she could tell. She 

put aside herself for even a few seconds to make sure I was okay. Having her junior year was a 

blast. We became more comfortable and laughed all year. Mrs. Hulme continued to always be my 

role model in even the simple things she would do. That year, I was lucky enough to receive her 

"teacher award" and to this day, it means so much. 

Now it is senior year and she is still the teacher I look up to the most. I was elected 

FCCLA president and worked alongside her at the senior citizen luncheon and other activities. 

She awarded me with "Vocational Student of the Month" for January 2016. Being awarded that 
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by her, not only made me feel good as a person, but extremely accomplished in the activities I 

am involved in. Mrs. Hulme sees the good in everyone, she sees hard work, and I am lucky 

enough to say I was one of those people. 

Mrs. Hulme is the kind of teacher and person you remember forever. Not only for her 

selflessness and humor, but because she teaches you more than just how to cook or how to wash 

your hands properly. She is the type of teacher you'll look back one day and cherish the moments 

and guidance she gave because she is so influential in everything she does. If one day I choose 

the path of teaching, I hope and pray I can be as great as she is and always will be. 



Morgan Smith 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

4 March 2016 

Melissa Granger 

A teacher who guides, is compassionate, and has a great sense of humor is one you can always 

count on. I would go to her and talk about life; she always had a great, relatable story along with advice 

on how to handle every situation. She's reliable; if ever help is needed on a school assignment, she was 

the first to offer a helping hand. She taught everything with such passion that the whole class couldn't 

help but engage. Some might say I was lucky to have her for two years in a row. Mrs. Granger will 

always be someone who impacted my life greatly. 

Mrs. Granger was strong in her Christian beliefs. Although she was never able to share these in 

class, she would always make them apparent when we talked after school I love how opinionated she 

is, and how she is never afraid to share. I also share very similar Christian beliefs to Mrs. Granger. In 

high schooL not many others around me share these beliefs, so it's nice to have someone I can go talk 

to when the subject comes up. When my church put on a teacher appreciation dinner last year, of 

course Mrs. Granger was the first person I thought to invite. I gave a wonderful speech about her as she 

stood beside me while we made jokes about her nurturing ways. 

Her nurturing nature was always the big joke in my class because she can be a little harsh 

sometimes. Her criticism was only ever out of love and a desire for each of her students to better 

themselves. She has the biggest heart, the brightest smile, and always gave the warmest hugs. I will 

always think of Mrs. Granger when asked who my favorite teacher was. 
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Desiree Serrano 

Mrs. Michell 

English IV 

09 March 2016 

Most Influential Teacher 

To be the most influential teacher, you have to demonstrate all the most favored characteristics 

such as humorous, trustworthy, caring, honest, and adventurous. 

1 

The one teacher that has ever shown me how to reach for the stars and that I can be better than 

who I once was goes to Mrs. Cindy Goodson. Mrs. Goodson became my teacher my freshman year of 

high school My freshman year was not the best; I was lost, lonely, and very shy. My first day of 

Principles of human services I was introduced to all of my new classmates. That day I met my best 

friend Jessie and I can't thank Mrs. Goodson enough for that. I hated school when I started my 

freshman year. I had no friends, got bullied constantly, and felt like everyone looked at me funny. Mrs. 

Goodson had encouraged me to do T.A.F.E. in order to gain new friendship skills, and teaching skills, 

and this was perfect because I loved kids. 

On April 10, 2013,my best friend Bryce Norris was killed in a car accident the day before his 

birthday. I came home after school to hear the bad news and I was devastated. That morning I showed 

up to Mrs. Goodson's class she had me stay after to talk to me and, I had told her what had happened. 

Mrs. Goodson had made my day so much better;she had me think of Bryce's death as an inspiration 

instead of a tragic death. 
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Instead of being a teacher, I have decided to be a Guardian Angel for the United States Ak 

force. Bryce saved me my first day of school when three girls pushed me up against a locker and told 

me to go back to where I came from In a way that's exactly what I am doing. 

Thanks to Mrs. Goodson, I have finally reached the stars and I'm not lost anywhere. I am 

happier now than ever and I'm so excited to make Bryce happy with who I've become. 

2 



Trent Partain 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

4 March'2016 

Mrs. Seipp 

My most influential teacher has to bet the one and only Mrs. Seipp. She has to be, by far my favorite 

teacher. To me, a teacher's character, attitude and ability to have some fun but aJso has a serious time. 

That cares about your future, to me shows me how to be most influential on a kid's life. 

Mrs. Seipp was always in a joking oood and was never in a bad mood without reason. She 

was always cracking jokes, if you didn't get or like sarcasm she is not the teacher for yo11 I really liked 

that about her, it reminded me of myself. I want to have some fun, it's boring being serious all the time, 

but i know that you have to be serious sometimes. We had our serious times in there, but aJso had a lot 

of fun I think that's where we connected the most. When that bell rang all jokes were set aside until we 

were done with our work. 

She also had this way of connecting with the students, that aren't really the school fit kids that's 

show up late, don't pay attention and fall asleep. she changed they way they thought they showed up, 

payed attention That earned my admiration the most. All of these are great reasons why Mrs. Seipp 

impacted me and many of my fellow peers and that's why i chose her for my most influential teacher. 
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Tristan Brawner 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

4 March2016 

My Most Influential Teacher 

Being a person that never really cared about what others thought about me, Mrs. Rogers was 

always someone I could relate to. Once formally known as Ms. Jeffreyes, my 5th grade is where we 

first met each other. She was the first person to explain to me how putting words down on a piece of 

paper or reading a novel was a good way to cope with your probleIIl5 or something that's been on your 

mind. 

Being my favorite teacher in the past, it was nothing but smiles when I walked into my 

sophomore year english class and seeing Mrs. Rogers face again. Other than a couple of differences, 

such as the ring on her finger and the name change, Mts. Rogers class was a1most a complete flashback 

for me. Just like the good ol' days, we started class out by her giving us a topic to write about in our 

journals. It felt good putting ideas that I had on paper. She would grade them every week and would 

always leave little side notes over what she liked about the script or one of her similar experiences. It 

was fun reminiscing with her, and my good friend Landry (who had her in 5th grade in the same class as 

me) , about the fun times we had back in the prepubescent days. 

Mrs. Rogers always made it noticeable for me to see how much she cared about her students. 

She always took her job very seriously and would do anything to help her students get the grade they 

wanted or needed. English and reading was always my least favorite subject, but she always had a way 
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of keeping me intrigued in her c1ass. Mrs. Rogers will always be someone I will remember and always 

have a special p1ace for her in my heart. 



Kody Brooks f 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

9 March2016 

Most Influential Teacher: Mr. Archibald 

Senior year has consisted of a lot. All of high school has had its ups and downs. With all of the 

struggles, I have been able to count on Mr. Archibald no matter what the situation. He has taught me 

more in schooL and even outside of the classroom, than any other teacher has. For that, he is my most 

influential teacher. 

Math has always been my strongest subject. Being able to have an awesome teacher in my 

favorite class made life a hundred times better. Mr. Archibald is a math genius. Anytime I would need 

help on a paper, he would always be willing to help me understand things better. My freshman year was 

a breeze in Geometry because of him. 

If I was to struggle with things outside of class, I know I could talk to Archibald and he would 

help me out with whatever it is that I need. He is a good guy with a lot of real life knowledge. He is, 

without a doubt, my go to guy in this entire schooL even if I just want to sit and talk about music with 

him. 

In my life music has been a big part of what helps me think and keeps me ca1m. I have been 

playing guitar for the past 4 years of my life, and when I got into Mr. Archibald's class, I learned that he 

played guitar as well One thing that I could always do when I was feeling down was just go to his class 

and we could listen to music and just talk about whatever we want. 
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Mr Archiliald is a great guy, and without me having him as my geometry teacher my freshman 

year, I do not think I would have the knowledge about the things I do today. He has been a huge impact 

on my higbschool career, and I am grateful for that. 



Clayton Taylor 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

9 March 2016 

My Influential Teacher 

I have an influential teacher like everybody. This influential teacher of mine has helped 

me to get ready for what is to come. I may not do the things I do if it wasn't for my influential 

teacher. My influential teacher is Mrs. Davis. 

Mrs. Davis has influenced me to do things I thought I would never do. She has helped me 

do things in front of class. She is one of my favorite teachers for that reason. 

Although she may force you to do something you don't want to do, she does it for a good 

reason. There was this one time that I didn't want to go in front of the class and present my 

monologue. She said that if I didn't do it, she would give me a failing grade. Then I got to 

thinking, maybe it wasn't just about the grade, maybe she wants me to be able to present a 

speech in front of a lot of people I don't know to influence them someday like she has influenced 

me. 

She has influenced me with other things as well, like trying to make a mini-movie. She 

wants some of my friends and I to make a little video for the whole class to watch, not only for 

her. She doesn't expect it to be perfect but to be good. I suppose she wants us to know what it's 

like to make and star in our own little movie. 

Mrs. Davis has influenced me a lot more than any other teacher I've ever known. She 

knows there's more inside of me than what meets the eye. She encourages me to bring it out. 

There may be more teachers that influence me, but none of them influence me like she has. 
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Sharaia Stout 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

4 March 2016 

Mrs. Rogers 

Throughout all my years of school I have had many influential teachers. Most of my 

teachers have made a difference in my life or impacted it in some way. It has not been until now, 

in my last three months as a senior, that I have been able to look back and realize one of the most 

influential teachers I have ever had. My sophomore year when I first moved here there was this 

one in particular teacher who I clicked with almost instantly. 

Mrs. Rogers was my sophomore English teacher. Mrs Rogers has taught me good 

leadership skills, good morals and the importance of loyalty. I have really grown to admire 

Mrs.Rogers;she was a great mentor. Her humorous attitude and laid back personality made 

attending class enjoyable. It is her who has not only helped me with homework, but helped me 

grow as a person. 

Her laughter was contagious and brought joy to me. When I moved here sophomore 

year, she helped me to really find myself and chase after my passions. She knew what it was to 

work hard and still have fun. She always went above and beyond to make sure we understood the 

assignments given. One day she gave me and another student her personal cell phone number 

and said "Don't be afraid to contact me anytime you are in need." She was like a mom in a way, 

always wanting what was best for her students and putting us first. 

If it wasn't for her, I probably wouldn't have pushed myself academically. It was her 

constant care and not just for me but all of her students that had the biggest impact on me. Not 
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Sharaia Stout 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

4 March 2016 

Mrs. Rogers 

many teachers concern themselves with their students grades or home lives; however, with 

Mrs.Rogers, it was different. She cared so much about all of her students and it showed. I can 

honestly say Mrs.Rogers has been my best and most influential teacher. 
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Damian Spraberry 

Mrs.Mitchell 

English IV 

March 4, 2016 

Most Influential Teacher: Mrs. Massey 

The most influential teacher for me is a teacher that does not care if you are a slow 

learner or a fast learner. She doesn't get mad at you; she just keeps trying to get you to 

understand. Additionally, her sense of humor made the class more enjoyable. Mrs.Massey is the 

most influential teacher that has impacted me. 

I had Mrs. Masseys my sophmore year for chemistry class. The first week I was in there I 

did not know how my classmates or I were going to make it through the year. My classmates 

were not a quiet good class type. We had everyone from football kids, nerdy kids to rocky and 

she cared for us all the same. Everyday we would come into class and she would be happy to see 

us. 

She was able to make labs less boring than what everybody does. We were not writing in 

journals continuously like some classes, but we were cutting out parts of our work, like 

vocabulary, and matching them. This worked better for me and made me more organized, so 

when the test came along, I could study what I needed to and not worry about having to find it. 

By making my sophomore year more fun and unique, she made me want to come to her 

class and learn new things. I will not ever forget how Mrs. Massey has impacted me in school 

and showed me how to have fun while working at the same time. 
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Michael Schindhelm 

Ms. Mitchell 

English IV 

5 April 2016 

Most Influential 

My favorite teacher is Mrs. Seipp. The reason for this is because of her personality which 

is humorous yet serious. How she does assignments. As well as her desire to get us to use our 

common sense. 

The reason why I like her personality is because she has a well timed good sense of 

?umor , but also she can go from funny to dead on serious , keeping some of her humor while 

while staying pretty serious. She also won't allow anyone to slack off or ignore their work 

mostly. The reason why I say mostly is because she won't hold your hand , she will more than 

happily let you fail, but if you work hard and prove you're trying then you won't have to worry. 

Another quality about Mrs. Seipp I like is how she does her assignments and tests. What I 

mean by this is how she puts them together or makes them. For the work pages she makes them 

simple but also at times pages that will make you use your common sense but also will add some 

common sense questions as well as use information in the present. Now the tests are quite a piece 

because if you don't pay attention in class or cheat , you will fail really easy tests because not 

only does she use questions from the work you do (she also tells you) but she will give you 

subtle hints in the questions and answers so if you fail it's all on you. 

While all these are great things about her personality , they all lead to one thing , her 

trying to get us to use our common sense and critical thinking , which is another great trait she 
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has. So these are the things I like about Mrs. Seipp's personality, the way she does assignments 

, and her constant trying to get us to use common sense. 



Tanner Rumsey 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

4 March 2016 

Ronnie "Cheapshot" Elston 

Qualities that a great teacher would possess is an engaging personality, a good attitude, 

and a positive mindset. The person that I have found the most influential in all of my twelve 

years of school would most definitely have to be Ron Elston. There is nobody that is as 

inspirational to me than that man. 

Ron Elston has influenced me to be a better person in so many different ways. Coach 

Elston is honestly one of the most down to earth people that I have met in my eighteen years of 

existence. He always has a smile on his face and does his absolute best to keep you grinning 

from ear to ear. His outlook on life is very positive; how the man does it I have no clue. 

You could ask any student that has Coach Elston as a teacher, and they will tell you that 

he is a very influential man. To me Ron Elston is more than a teacher, he is everything that I 

aspire to be as an adult. He has taught me to keep my head high at all times and to never sweat 

the small things in life. If you ever get the time, stop and have a conversation with Coach Elston, 

you definitely will not regret it. He's a good man and could probably teach you a thing or two 

about a thing called life. 
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Eulogio Munoz 

Mrs .Mitchell 

English N 

9March 2016 

Mrs . Rodgers 

What makes Mrs .Rodgers influential to Ire was that she was a great teacher. When you ask her for help, she 

will help you. When you still did not get it, she will go over it until you do. She taught rrr how to use context clues 

when I was having problem; with questions . She was not like the other teachers who got mad at you. If I did not 

answer the question right, she always was like tzy again. She has never given up on her students , and she knew that 

we could achieve. To get the question right by studying hard. Over the tim!, I asked nwself without her help. I would 

not be rrnre careful on how a pick nw answer for the question. But thanks to her, it made school easier to ITT!. i never 

thought I would be able to stand school for this long. I amjust thankful that she has been the most influential 

teacher. She has helped ire out a lot by helping ire. Understanding the way the a question are answer on a test. That 

way she is nw rrnst influential teacher. 
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Bailie Moran 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

9 March 2016 

Most Influential Teacher 

Throughout our high school we experience many different types of teaching, but one 

stood out to me. She was always very honest with each person from the get go and that is what 

made me like her. My grandpa is not in the best health, and one day before I left for school, I 

went next door to his house and found out that he had fallen in his kitchen, so I was very late for 

school that day because I didn't want to leave him until the ambulance got there. I did not get to 

school until about halfway through third period, when I walked into the classroom she 

immediately could tell that I had been crying recently. When class was over she asked if I could 

stay after class for a moment, which of course I did. She did not say much in the beginning, but 

she asked me why I was late and what had been bothering me. When I started to tell her what 

had happened before I arrived, I was trying to fight back the tears because I have lost so many 

people that mean a lot to me in such a short amount of time. She told me, "Times will be hard, 

but in the end what you are going through now will make you a very strong woman later''. 

Mrs. Seipp taught me so many different things while in her government class. She may 

not know how much she impacted me, but the times I walked in the classroom, she would smile 

and tell me, "Good morning." She may not always be happy through the day and may not have 

been liked by everyone, but I looked forward to coming to her class everyday. 
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"Everyday you come to school, you are one day closer to graduation," Mrs. Seipp would 

say, and honestly it did help me because the first day of school I lost my grandma whom I was 

extremely close to. Getting up and coming to school everyday became harder and harder 

because, while trying to cope with the realization that she would not be coming back, I had to 

pass my classes to be able to even make it to graduation. Occasionally I hear people talk about 

how they think Mrs. Seipp just says that because she is just as ready for us to graduate as we are, 

maybe they were right about that, but I believe that she says that to encourage us to better 

ourselves. 

Mrs. Seipp's teaching techniques I found a little odd at first, but each day I would attend 

her class, things started to click more and more. I did not look forward to taking government 

because I saw it as something that I was never going to understand, but due to her teaching style, 

she made everything easy to understand. I have always been relatively good at school, especially 

math, but history has not been my strong suit my whole school career. Government is a very 

complex subject in my mind, but Mrs. Seipp took things slow and drilled us that way we 

understood. I am very grateful for everything that I have learned from her in the short amount of 

time I was able to be in her class. Even after I graduate from Springtown High School I will 

always remember the interesting and odd things that Mrs. Seipp would say to help us get through 

the day and carry them through the years. 



Dawson Meek 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

9 March 2016 

Most Influential Teacher 

Throughout my educational career I have had a lot of teachers that are very influential to 

me. But there has always been a certain teacher that is just over the top my favorite teacher and 

her name is Ms. Seipp. I like when teachers can have fun and crack jokes but be serious all at the 

same time as well, and Ms. Seipp is exactly that. 

Everyday just walking into the room, she would usually say something sarcastic and 

make the whole class laugh. While that was happening, she would also go over the rules and 

expectations of class for everyday. During class, she would always make the assignment fun in 

some way, which would make the class go by faster and make it a lot more enjoyable. I think one 

reason why Ms. Seipp was very influential to me is because I have grown up around sarcasm my 

whole life and it has just become a second language to me. So when Ms. Seipp would be 

sarcastic it would make me understand a whole lot better. 

There is more to Ms. Seipp than just her sarcasm. Her work ethic is also a big deal. She 

knows what needs to get done and how to manage her time to get it done, and she gets it done. 

During class she had a certain work schedule planned out and followed it. With me, I always 

plan stuff out and make sure that I do things at specific time periods. 
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Most of the reason that Ms. Seipp impacted my education so much is because being able 

to make class fun. But she would also teach the curriculwn very well and would always get the 

point across. 



Dalton McBrayer 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

March 4, 2016 

Most Influential Teacher 

The teacher that is a big influence in my life is Mrs. Beverly Johnson. I've had her for 

four years, and she makes me want to be a business teacher. She takes the time to really help you 

understand what is going on. 

Over the years, I have given her some trouble and she has talked to my mom a lot, but as 

I've grown and matured, she hasn't needed to and we can just get along better. 

I've taken all of her classes that she teaches and she has been an excellent teacher in all of 

them. She breaks things down into simple ways that you can understand and do it easily. She 

shows how it's done, then makes you do it , but doesn't expect perfection right away. 
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Stormi Kelley 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

9 March 2016 

Mrs. Hulme 

An influential teacher doesn't just teach, they teach from the heart and with passion. They 

do it because it's what they love doing. They dedicate their own time and effort to help students 

be successful and reach goals. Even when a teacher has to stay after school, they're okay with it. 

They go out of their way to help you, because they want to, not because they have to. I've had 

many teachers since kindergarten, and some were not so great and some were pretty awesome. 

But I have yet to meet a teacher quite like Mrs. Hulme. She has definitely had a huge impact on 

me. 

Mrs. Hulme has been my teacher two years in a row. Both years that I've had her she has 

been so caring, respectful, and very considerate of her students. Mrs. Hulme does not only teach 

Culinary Arts, but she also teaches night school history, she is the head of Student Council, and 

the head of prom committee. She loves her job and you can tell by the way she helps out so 

much with the school. Every year Mrs. Hulme has a luncheon, Culinary Christmas, for the 

school staff. Her Culinary Arts class helps prepare the food and decorates the room. There is 

usually about 16 kids in her class and it take every single student and Mrs. Hulme herself to get 

everything done in time. This luncheon is a big deal and most everyone who shows up has high 

expectations. Every year Mrs. Hulme is running around helping students with their food choice 

and answering any questions that a student might have. This year I got to experience Culinary 

MKelley
Highlight



Christmas and it was pretty hectic, but all in the en<l it was beautiful and awesome. But what I 

thought was so amazing was that the time and effort Mrs. Hulme put into getting Culinary 

Christmas together. She stayed after school until about 6 or ?pm for about a week and a half up 

until the event. She has a life outside of school, but even so, she still managed to help the 

students and make Culinary Christmas happen for the school teachers, lunch ladies, school 

board, and even a few family members that could make it. 

As my teacher I've noticed Mrs. Hulmes passion for the things that she does for the 

school. She wants to make sure they are perfect and well put together. She knows people have 

high expectations on the food Culinary Arts prepares because of such a good reputation. Any of 

her students would vouch for it because of the spectacular treats she makes for Culinary Arts 

class, all of her students love it. But as a person, Mrs. Hulme is the easiest to get along with. It 

takes a lot to make her mad. She's very caring and a wonderful person to tell anything to. If you 

have a problem, she will help you and give you her opinion of what she thinks. She won't sugar 

coat it. She has a sense of humor, which is always a good quality to have because who doesn't 

like laughing. Mrs. Hulme is not only an influential teacher, she is also my favorite teacher. She 

has taught me many skills that I will always have with me later in life. She also taught me, when 

the going gets tough you don't give up, you work harder. Because you don't ever let anyone tell 

you that you can't do something, you can do anything you dream of. And nothing should ever get 

in your way of accomplishing a dream. 



David James 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

9 March 2016 

Most Influential Teacher 

Compromising and flexible - these are two qualities that make some of the most 

influential teachers. I've had more than a few of these teachers in my highschool career, each 

giving an influence or inspiration to forge a path forward. There are many teachers who come to 

mind as influential, but none more so than Mrs. Taylor. 

My definition is a person that helps you grow and teaches you to think. She was very 

compromising and flexible when it came to my work pace and skill. When it came to projects in 

game design, I tended to push the boundaries. Eventually I ended up doing something beyond the 

projects, and developing my own skills. The projects out of the book weren't enough, so she 

allowed my projects as long as I could explain what I did. She allowed me to hone my skills and 

master others. She provided the environment I needed to grow and confirm that I wanted to be a 

game designer. I had flourished in her classroom no matter the subject. 

I found myself behind the cameras at the stadium last year, taking footage to be shown 

and replayed on the jumbotron. There I learned to perform in a professional setting. I also found 

I liked being behind the camera. I still volunteer at the stadium whenever they need me and 

whenever I can. I've filmed for band competitions, football, soccer, and graduation. In fact if I 

were allowed to I'd film for this year's graduation ceremony rather than walk across the field. 

In my entire highschool career, I have only had five teachers that had made a huge impact 

on me. It is very hard for me to choose who made the largest impact. So I wanted to pay homage 

to Mr. Carter, Coach McClain, and Coach Elston. These teachers made an impact in the way I 
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David James 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

9 March 2016 

act, think, criticize, and work. Mrs. Taylor had helped me decide my future, and even make a 

plan B. My mentors deserve my thanks, but these teachers are worth more than any thanks I 

could give. Its because of them, I'll walk across that field. 



Caston Dauenhauer 

Mrs.Mitchell 

English Iv 

9 march 2015 

"influential teacher" 

Qualities that makes a teacher influential Is a teacher is trustworth you can tell them 

something 

and they won't tell anyone. Then a good teacher who has a sense of humor makes a great 

teacher. A leader is a good trait an outgoing s\treacher is a good trust And with a good 

personality . 

teacher I Coach tracker Strickland who has the biggest impact on me. 

I had Coach striker my freshman year and probably one of my difficult years of my life 

ones cause the death of my dad. 

I had no one to talk to and he was there when I need to talk too. You talk to me like I was 

an adult not a student. He was a great role model when he saw my grades drop he would talk to 

me after class and telling me that I need to bring my grades up. That showed me that he cared 

about me I was not just a student I was a friend. Out of the class on field he was a good coach 

,he help me to grow up to the man. Without this teacher i wouldn't be person i am today. HE call 

me every once and awhile and ask how i am doing that shows he cares about me. THERE are 

teacher that just teach you and then there teacher that teach life lesson and care about you and 

teach you that called an influential teacher. 
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Chae Cooke 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

4 March 2016 

Most Influential Teacher 

There are several things that can make a teacher the most influential. A few of these things 

are not being really uptight, knowing when to let loose, and also making class fun. I love it when 

teachers are just so awesome that you actually don't mind doing the work. 

Mrs. Dallas is the teacher that has had the most influence on me. She was my English teacher 

in middle school and also an author. Her room wasn't boring in the slightest, and she always 

seemed to find a way to make the work a blast. She wasn't really uptight, which left us room to 

joke around with her, but also to where we respected her enough not to misbehave. Mrs. Dallas 

made class fun by giving us books to read that were not boring, like The Hunger Games then, in 

that case, took us to see the movie. In other cases, she would let us watch the movie in class. She 

was a middle school teacher and also juggled that with being an author, and I found that 

inspiring. She made it a point to try and relate to us and it worked out perfectly. 

Mrs. Dallas had a major impact on my life for many reasons. She made me want to pursue 

my writing and also gave me ideas on ways to make work fun. Her class was the one that I 

looked forward to going to and hated to leave. I found it incredibly fascinating how she managed 

to come up with so many ways for her students to be creative and broaden their minds. Even 

though there were some days that were not fun, the others made up for it. Even after four years, 

she still remains to be my favorite and most influential teacher. I think that there are a lot of ways 
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that teachers can go about teaching and what I liked about Mrs. Dallas is that she did the stuff 

that I would have done as. a teacher and that made me beyond happy. 



Mason Chenault 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

9 March 2016 

Inspirational Teacher 

Through high school I have had many different teachers that have taught me all the things 

I need to know for school. Freshman year I got put into Principles of Human Services class, and 

the teacher was very quirky yet very professional. She made the class very fun with the positive 

attitude she always had. Mrs. Hulme, or better known as "K-DAWG," has influenced my life 

more than she will ever know. 

Mrs. Hulme is one of the most caring people I have ever come to know. Freshman year 

was a very difficult year for me. Not only did I have school problems, but my family was also 

informed that my mom was addicted to drugs. My mom was my best friend at this time and 

nothing let me down like this news. Eventually, she went to rehab and decided to move on with 

her life without my dad. Through this time, Mrs. Hulme was the only person I could nin to. I 

built up so much hate for everyone, and she was able to steer me into a different direction. She 

would remind me that no matter what, everything would be fine. 

Everyone says that my personality is my best trait. Mrs. Hulme and I both have a very 

sarcastic yet mature sense of humor. I feel that we connect on a level that no other student has 

ever connected on with her. Two years ago, we travelled to San Antonio for a few days and that 

is when I felt the most connection with her. I had come to know her through school, but while in 

San Antonio, we began to know each other on a social level. While we were there, her and I both 
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learned that we have a lot of the same ideas about different things. The both of us knew that we 

were social bugs and that meant a lot to me, because there are so many people that do not enjoy 

speaking to strangers as much as I do. I enjoyed knowing that she had the same outgoing 

personality that I do. 

This year I decided to get into Culinary Arts and spend my senior year with Mrs. Hulme. 

Our relationship has only grown more and more. I know that after graduation, our relationship 

will continue to grow. She will no longer be just a teacher to me. She will now be my friend and 

a person in my life that pushes me to do better and be a better person. I am very thankful for 

everything she has ever done for me and I hope that she knows I would never hesitate to do the 

same for her. 



Alondra Caudillo 

Mrs, Mitchell 

English IV 

4 March2016 

Mrs. Perkins 

Some qualities/vahles that this teacher has is that she's really nice and helps you with anything 

you need help with. My rriost influential teacher is Mrs. Perkins. 

Mrs. Perkins was really nice to me when I had her my freshman year. I like the way she would 

explain things. The thing I liked most about her is that if you didn't understand what she said she would 

go back and explain it to you . One day I was in her class and she was telling the whole class what om 

assignment was going to be. She explained to us how to do it step by step. But after that, I didn't 

understand anything she said. I told her and she came to my desk, sat next to me, and explained the 

whole think again for me until I understood what she was saying. This is what I like about Mrs. Perkins. 

She didn't care if she already explained the assignment thousands of times, she will go back and explain 

it until you understand. Mrs. Perkins is really nice, she is very sweet to her students over all, and she is 

one of the greatest teacher I have ever had. If I get to be a Spanish teacher, I would like to be like Mrs, 

Perkins. I would love to have that talent that she has for teaching, the patience that she has for her kids. 

The other thing that I like about Mrs, Perkins is that she never comes to school with a bad 

attitude. She always has a smile on her face, you never see her with a mad face. You just never know if 

she's mad or sad, and if she is mad, then you can't even tell because she is always smiling. I remember 

one time when I was in her class that she had some medical problem, she wasn't feeling well at all and 

you could tell from her face, but that didn't stop her from having a smile on her face. Even right now that 
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I don't have her and I see her in the hallways, she always says hi to me with a smile on her face. She 

always has that good attitude to teach her students she is not like those teachers that just give up on 

teaching their students. 



William Biedenbender 

Ms. Mitchell 

English IV 

5 April 2016 

Most Influential Teacher 

Some of the qualities or values that make a teacher influential include the attitudes and 

personalities that they possess. In all respect, all teachers that I've either had or have now have 

all been influential in some way. The most influential teacher that made an impact on me is Mrs. 

Taylor. One quality that Mrs. Taylor has is her willingness to work with students so that they can 

succeed. Mrs. Taylor also has a positive way of making all of her classes fun and entertaining. I 

have had Mrs. Taylor in five different classes throughout all four years that I have gone to the 

high school. From my personal perspective, I see Mrs. Taylor as the most influential teacher, not 

only because of her positive attitude that makes the class enjoyable, but also because I have 

learned new things that I didn't know about until I started taking her classes. 

Some of the other good qualities that Mrs. Taylor has is the advice and encouragement 

that she offers. Anytime a student has a question, whether it's something abou~ the assignment, 

or just anything in general, she is able to answer those questions with a sincere, positive voice. 

Good examples of this occur in class when we have to work on video projects. There's always 

someone who will have a question over something, and not only does Mrs. Taylor answer the 

question, but she also shows the student what they need to do, and how they need to do it. 

Another good example of this is when someone walks up to her and tells her that they are 

planning on entering something, such as UIL. Mrs. Taylor gives the student a lot of 
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encouragement, which helps the student go forward with what they are planning to do. To 

summarize all this, Mrs. Taylor is influential by giving the students the best advice and 

encouragement that she has to offer. Mrs. Taylor is also influential by helping the students in 

multiple ways that show them how they need to do things. 

Something else that makes Mrs. Taylor a great teacher is the fact that she not only helps 

students out when something needs to be done, but she also helps other people out as well. A 

great example of this is when she has to put the final video together for the senior slide show. 

She helps other teachers out whenever they need to ask her something, and she has found 

solutions to every situation given to her. 

In conclusion, Mrs. Taylor is the most influential teacher that has m.ade an impact on me 

because of her positive attitude, encouragements, advice, and the personalities that she has that 

make her humorous, and great to work with. 



Fabian Vazquez 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English N 

9, March 2016 

Mr. Owens 

Throughout all my years that I have attended schooL I've had many influential teachers, with 

each teacher having a different personality and different way of teaching for the years that I have been in 

high school I have been able to look back and recognize one of the most influential teachers I have ever 

had. Not many teachers honestly concern themselves or show any interest about their student's grades 

or even what could be negatively affecting them at home or at schoot however, with some teachers, it 

is very different and it shows with the rest of the students. The most influential teacher to me is Mr. 

Owens because of the way he thinks is so different compared to other teachers that I had before him 

He would find all types of ways to save the school or hhmelf some money, such aJ by picking 

up all the electrode rod's that some of the students didn't use completely and would throw them away 

and get another one to do the same with. He would go around picking up the non completely used 

electrodes and would set them on the table and make the students completely use them and not let them 

go to waste. The different ways that he would teach us in welding class. He wouldn't make us just sit 

there in class and make us watch some repetitive video in hopes that we could learn something from it. 

He would instead make us hit the books first, then take us out into the shop for some hands on 

experience. Mr. Owens has taught us many methods to be able to succeed in a welding career if we 

chose to, even though sometimes the class got on his bad side. He teaches wekling with such passioIL 

He is truly concerned about his students studies. I can siricerely say that Mr. Owens has been one of the 

best and most influential teachers I have ever had. 
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Hannah Kinnard 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

31 March 2016 

Mrs. Fantastic: An "Average" Teacher's Life 

Anytime someone talks about their most inspirational teacher, my mind automatically leaps to 

Mrs. Sandborn. Mrs. Sandborn was my Spanish teacher for my sophomore and junior years. She was 

the first teacher I'd had who not only took the time to get to know me but also went out of her way to 

make sure I was alright. 

Mrs. Sandborn was an excellent speaker. I suppose it he]ped that she had a Jot of years under 

her belt but she never ran out of stories to tell I always found it to be amazing when she could tell an 

entire story to the c1ass in Spanish as well as English. None of her stories were ever dull, even when she 

had to make it up off of the cuff, to fit out vocabu1ary. I have always been fascinated with people who 

are "natural storytellers," but the fact that Mrs. Sandborn had been to every continent only added to the 

epicness of her tales. Her storytelling ability made learning a foreign 1anguage fun and easy. 

Even though I only had Mrs. Sandborn as a teacher beginning sophomore year, she had been 

talking to me in the hallways ever smce the start of freshman year. She was the kind of teacher who 

asked random students who were passing by how they were doing. She always had something nice to 

say about a student regardless of their discipline history. For example, Brady White, who was having an 

off day, was very disrespectful to Mrs. Sandborn during c1ass, earning a trip to the dean's office. The 

very next day Mrs. Sandborn smiles at Brady as though nothing has happened and tells him sincerely 
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that she is pleased to see hlm in class. She was never known to hold a grudge. I can honestly say she is 

one of the kindest people I have ever met. 

Despite the fact that she was getting on in years, Mrs. Sandborn was the most energetic teacher 

I'd ever had. Every morning she would get up at 4:30 and run two miles before school Typically 

someone who wakes up this early would start the day out with a coffee, right? Not in this case. Mrs. 

Sandborn has only ever drank one drink of coffee in her lifetime. She told us that she disliked it so much 

that she never drank it again. She even took this a step farther. When she graduated from college, Mrs. 

Sandborn gave up soda and other caffeinated drinks. Her dedication to using her body's natural energy 

amazes me and made me consider how much caffeine I consumed in drinks daily. 

In conclusion, Mrs. Sarxlborn was an excellent teacher whose behavior had a powerful 

influence on my life. She helped me to be able to learn a new language, which I otherwise wouldn't have 

learned so thoroughly. Being around her made me realise the importance of being kind and cilways 

having a nice thing to say about people. Having a teacher who had something that they were so 

dedicated to was inspiring. She was an amazing teacher. 



Catarina Hernandez 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

9 March 2016 

Mrs. Haugen 

An influential teacher is one who will always help a student when they don't understand 

something. In the classroom, the teacher should make learning a way to where students will not think the 

class is boring and will pay attention I think that the most influential teacher that I have had is Mrs. 

Haugen. It is my senior year in high school and she is my pre-calculus teacher. 

She is very influential because she will always help out someone who doesn't understand 

something until they do. In the first semester this year, we started learning about "geometric sequences," 

and I didn't understand them I kept asking her for help very frequently, and with a lot of patience, she 

would be very glad to help me out. Anytime that she is able to help someone with the work, she will 

joyfully help them 

Math is also a big part of the career I want to take. I plan on becoming a mechanical engineer, 

and I need to know a lot of math for it. Mrs. Haugen finds out ways to learn something a different way, 

and a lot of things become fun and simple to learn We started learning about lligonometry this 

semester, and I didn't understand trig functions. She taught me a hand trick and it was a lot easier to 

learn Therefore, another reason why I like my teacher is because she makes learning fun a lot of the 

time or will find another way for you to leam 

I have had plenty of good teachers in the years of education I have taken, but Mrs. Haugen is a 

little different. She is always there when I need help and has helped me through a lot of work. There 
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have a1so been times where I want to give up on a worksheet, but she taJks to me about how I should 

never give up. Now that I am ready to go to college, she helps me prepare for it by teaching me the best 

way to learn something and using notes. Mrs. Haugen is a very good and influential teacher, and I am 

very thankful that she is one of my teachers my senior year in high school 



RayniGray 

Mrs Mitchell 

English IV 

4 March 2016 

The Kee Influence in My Life. 

Looking back at my highschool career, I think it's safe to say I have enough memories to last a 

lifetime; more than half of the memorise inchide a teacher. How could they not? School is basically a 

teacher's world and we are just living in it. Some teachers I've really got along with and others not so 

nruch. But it's like that for everyone in high school It's tough to pick a favorite, but most influential there 

is no question about it. I'd easily have to say the most influential teacher I've had would be Ms. Wendy 

Kee. 

The first time I met Ms. Kee was the beginning of first semester of junior year. I was in her 6th 

period psychology class. She really stood out to me amongst the other teachers because of her 

personality. Ms. Kee was a lady you would rarely see have a bad day. She was very laid back and had 

a totally hippie attitude. To me, her style of teaching was very effective. I hold full confidence in saying 

that I learned something very interesting in her class everyday. Sometimes I'd be so fascinated with a 

topic she discussed with us that I would go home and do further research on it. I can hardly say that 

about any other teacher. I was always so eager to see Ms. Kee greet you at her door with a smile on 

her face. 

It was no surprise when I signed up for her second semester class, sociology. During that 

semester i became more and more interested in the subject. Ms. Kee took a clifficult class that could be 

MKelley
Highlight



super boring and made it fun and interesting. From her I've decided that I would like to become a 

sociologist. The way she devotedly taught her class with so much ermtion in the subject is what 

influenced me the most. Ms. Kee taught me about real life in a way;she showed me the cracks in our 

society's foundation. Problems I aspire to resolve. Thanks to Ms. Kee I know how I want to help 

others. 



Jason Gonzalez 

English IV Mrs.Mitchell 

9 March 2016 

My Influential Teacher 

The most influential teacher I've ever had was Mrs. Seipp. I think she has taught me so much 

since my freshman year. She got to know me by doing something really ridiculous my freshman year. 

Jose Mora and I decided to push one of our friends named Eulogio Munoz into her class. We did get in 

trouble, but we got to know her and she was really odd at first. We really thought she was crazy 

because we had never met a teacher the way she was. She's really something from another planet, I can 

tell you that she is really weird, not a bad weird but a good weird. She's also very goofy. She's got 

these weird and goofy shoes, some look really cooL and some are just like why? She bas told us she 

loves to buy shoes because she never could when she was little that's why she gets them now. I can 

re1ate because I love to collect and buy Sports hats so we can relate some how. She aJso makes these 

strange noises and always makes sounds like she's tired or if she's trying to tell you to hurry up because 

you are taking a long time. But I really think she does it to make her c1ass laugh. 

She's known me since my freshman year, and I have had her for two years now. Those classes 

were U.S History and Government, and she is still the same, she has not changed at aJl She is the same 

person she was when we first met her. She has influenced me a lot because we can relate to each 

other's stories because we have so much in common She will give you life lessons and will tell you what 

you should and can't do, things that will later help you in life and in your future. She's taught.me that if 

you want something in life you have to fight and fight till you get what you want and are looking for 

because you don't get anything in life by not doing anything at ail. 
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She loves her job; she loves to teach kids about something she has loved since she was little. 

She's the kind of teacher that will push you to your limit to help you out and your future. She will also 

not let you fail her classes. How's that possible you may ask? Well see, she always gives out work 

everyday, so it's really hard to fail that class. The only way you probably could fail is by not doing your 

work , but that is not possible because she will tell you to do it if not you will be sent to the office. She's 

my most influential teacher. She's taught me so much that no other teacher has ever in life, and I am very 

blessed to have been taught by that weird goofy teacher.I will miss you when I graduate, but I will never 

forget you. Thank You Mrs. Seipp. 



Jaden Galbraith 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

4 March2016 Most Influential Teacher: Mrs Lund 

Throughout my four years in high schooL there has been one woman who has most definitely 

helped me through every step of the way. Mrs. Lund has been my school counselor since my freshman 

year, and she has been such a huge part of why I am where I am today. Whenever I needed help with 

schooL she was there. If I had other things I needed help with she was the very first person I went to; 

and no matter what, she was there for me. She pushed me to get through highschool and pass 

everything, even when I thought I couldn't, she made sure I was going down the right path. 

If it wasn't for her, I don't know that I would be graduating this year. I went through a lot of 

personal and family issues my first two years of high schooL but Mrs. Lund helped me so IIIDch. She is 

such an understanding woman, and she is very easy to get along with. Mostly why I appreciate her as 

IIIDch as I do is because she never just told me what I wanted to hear. If I was making a not so wise 

decision, she made sure not to sugar coat what to consequences may be. If I didn't know how to 

handle a certain situation, she gave me her opinion on what to do. 

I think we could all use someone like her in our lives, someone who doesn't judge us and tell us 

what we need to hear, not what we want to hear; someone who genuinely cares for our well being and 

that will push us to be the best we can be. It's rare to find such genuine people nowadays. When I was 

a freshman, my parents separated and I was hurting a lot. I cried every single day, but she helped me to 

understand things better and try to see them from different points of view. She told me that the situation 

just needed time to cool down and everything would be okay, and just like she said, it was. Mrs. Lund 
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may or may not get tllls award at graduation but she is and always will be the teacher of my four years in 

tllls school 



Cera Dyson 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

4 March 2016 

Susan Davis 

The teacher I chose has known me since before I was in high school. She is approachable, 

understanding and humourous, but she doesn't hesitate to put a student in their place. Because 

there is only room for one diva at Springtown High School, and it's her. I've witnessed countless 

of my classmates come to her with any problem or situation that life throws at them, and she 

always manages to say the right thing, whether they want to hear it or not. I myself have gone to 

her many times. As my high school career draws to a close, I've been encouraged to think more 

in-depth about what direction I want my life to go. And because of Susan Davis and her impact 

on my early teenage years, I know now I want to receive a Master's degree in Musical Theatre at 

New York University. 

If nothing at all, Mrs. Davis is congenial. The most vivid detail about the day I met her 

was her talking to her Thespian Society members like they were her family, and being nothing 

but kind to me, the shy eighth grader who didn't have a clue about what she wanted to do in high 

school. But because of that day, I made theatre a priority over the next four years. By the end of 

my freshman year, I had become a Thespian Society member myself, and earned a lead in the 

most recent musical. With her encouragement, I found my potential as an actress, and also 

figured out exactly what I wanted to do after graduation, and it's a passion I'm certain I'll never 

give up. 
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Susan Davis has been, without a doubt in my mind, the most influential member of Springtown 

High School's faculty. When the day comes that I walk across the field and receive my diploma, 

and I have days that get the best of me, I'll look back on the way Mrs. Davis handled the trials 

and pressures of being a director, a cheer coach, and a teacher. She managed the difficulties of 

her life with grace, dignity, and a little bit of Diet Coke. If nothing at all, I'll remember that one 

quality that she possessed and plow through any obstacle I will encounter through my own life 

with what I can hope to be the same decorum and tact. 



Ashton Wicks 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

9 March 2016 

Most Influential Teacher 

One of my favorite teachers, and who I would consider to be the most influentiaL would be 

Coach Gideon. He is my third period ''Environmental Science" teacher. He has a great sense of humor 

and is very relatable. I would say that he makes his class very intriguing and fun. We have had 

substitutes at times, and I would have preferred him to be there instead. 

All the time throughout the school years, I've sat in classes bored out of my mind. The teacher's 

did nothing but go by the book; those teachers I didn't learn from Coach Gideon is definitely not like 

that, every subject no matter what it is, is very entertaining. He puts everything into a reliable situation, 

includes the class, and keeps the feeling lively. For example, on April 22nd it's national ''Earth day" and 

Coach Gideon is going to have his classes go outside and enjoy the weather. That is absolutely 

wonderful; I love how interactive he is w1th his students and classes. Mr. Carter would do things like 

that for us back during sophomore year; he was just slightly more strict. 

There are a couple of other teachers that I liked because they were similar to hlm, yet there 

were plenty more that were bland. Teachers like him are the reason students actually learn. If more 

teachers taught like hlm, I believe more students would care and graduate. So overalL I'm glad I got the 

chance to be taught by him; I've truly learned from his class and from him If I could have him be my 

teacher for all my subjects, honestly I would. 
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Ashleigh Thomas 

Ms. Mitchell 

English 1302 

8 March 2016 

An Infinitely Influential Instructor 

There are many good qualities that a teacher can have. There are certain qualities preferable to 

certain students because of compatible personality traits between them and their educators. Because of 

how I grew up and some of my personal issues, like minor periods of depression and anxiety, traits that 

are highly compatible for me come in the fonns of constant reassurance, praise for things that I do well, 

patience, complete honesty, supportiveness, warmth, and positive physical contact like a pat on the 

shoulder or a small hug if I need it. There's been one teacher in my life to really have all of these 

qualities, and the unfortunate part is that my memory of her is quite fuzzy because I was much younger 

when she was my teacher. 

The only name I knew her by was Ms. Hatton, and she was my first grade teacher. She was 

kind, and I honestly can't recall a time when she lost her patience with me or anyone else in class. She 

was pretty understanding and supportive as far as my memory goes. She would give us little projects to 

do- after all, it was first grade. I remember one project that I worked on- I really don't remember the 

topic. I just remember we were supposed to take a really long strip of paper with squares along it and 

make a comic. She didn't seem to mind that my comic about a flower who was trying to find a place 

where he belongs needed more and more squares added to it because it was three times as long as any 

other student's. If anything, she was glad that I was expanding. She patted my shoulder and told me 

how nice it looked, and how much she liked the message- because the flower left his pot, had some 
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experiences, and decided that he didn't need to be anywhere else because the pot was his home. He 

hadn't appreciated what he had until he had left it. She would take pictures of students at work- I 

believe my mother still has a copy of the picture Ms. Hatton took of me working on my flower comic. 

She was also the teacher who nicknamed me the "Toothless Wonder" because I had lost my two front 

teeth over one of our breaks and they didn't grow back all year. I thought that was very funny, and I 

was so proud of getting that recognition that I remember hoping that my teeth never grew back (but they 

did anyway, fortunately). 

Ms. Hatton was the one who introduced me to Junie B. Jones. She would read to us from that 

series all the time, with an occasional odd tale like The Three Little Javelinas or Cinderella Skeleton 

in-between. She encouraged me to keep reading and drawing. To this day, I still read and draw. I've 

expanded into writing, as we11 Personally, I feel like I wouldn't be anywhere near as skilled in those 

areas as I am today if I had not had her encouragement to keep at it. I am so thankful for her- and I 

w1sh I knew where she was and how to find her so I can tell her myselt 



Lora Haley Hultman 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

9 March 2016 

Most Influential Teacher: CPR 

Trustworthlness, understanding, and honesty are traits that make a superb person but even if a 

teacher possess these traits, they go from superb to outstanding. The teacher I have chosen has all of 

the traits and more. She has been my teacher and coach, on and off the field, for two years and is a 

former graduate from Springtown. She has given me life advice that I will always treasure and is ab1e to 

keep eleven gir1s in one yearbook class sane. The most influential teacher I have had is Mrs. Carla Pitts

Richardson or otherwise known as CPR. 

I met CPR my junior year when I signed up for her photojournalism and journalism classes. 

CPR let me have the opportunity to join her UIL journalism team that year, which I am still a part of 

today. Even when I spelled "detennined" like "determinated" at my first VIL meet, she still never gave 

up on me and after lots of practicing, I advanced to the regional meet at Texas Tech University, aka the 

school I had my eye on and I was never able to visit. CPR travelled with us up to Lubbock, had her 

cousins give me the unofficial TTU tour (which was way better than the official one), and did not laugh 

at me too bad when I got sick after accidentally eating something I was allergic to. 

Not only did CPR give me that opportunity, she has given advice about friends, relationships, 

and just about everything under the sun. CPR has been there for me when I needed help with college 

applications, papers, and rants about people. I trust her with the important information, and understands 
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when last minute activities pop up, and is honest with what she thinks about whatever the subject may 

be that we talk about. I consider CPR my second mom and has made a lifelong impact on my life. 



Harlie Phares 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English 1302 

8 March2016 

Most Influential Person in My Life: Pastor Fred 

I grew up at the ChishoJm Trail Baptist Church in Newark, Texas. My church family has always 

been the ones I was closest to, and I knew that I could rely on them for anything. Then all of a sudden 

my youth pastor that has been there all my life was called to serve at a different church near Fort Worth. 

I was devastated and scared because he and his family were leaving, also the youth group would have a 

new pastor. I did not know what to expect from the new youth pastor, but I soon grew to love him 

In the following week Mr. Fred became our new pastor; he had white hair and a smile that 

seemed to never fade. The youth group and I were cautious at first, but when he started the Sunday 

school lesson with a game, it lightened the mood, and we soon opened up to him The next few Sundays 

were amazing, because he always brought donuts for sunday school After donuts, Mr. Fred would lead 

us in prayer and then we'd have our own worship service before our Sunday school lesson. 

The years passed and Pastor Fred was still at the church. I became his favorite student and we 

even made up our very own magic trick together. All the students in the youth could never figure it out, 

and Pastor Fred and I never let anyone in on the secret as to how it all works. Pastor Fred and I even 

had a backup trick if they had figured out the first one or were even getting remotely close to figuring it 

out. The trick consists of nine books laid out on the ground, which had the names of the fruits of the 

Holy Spirit written on them: love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, goodness, faithfulness, gentleness and 

self-control I would leave the room and a student from the audience would choose one of the nine 
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books. 'Then, the youth group would call me back into the room and I would know the exact book that 

. they had chosen, every time. 

Around Christmas time, the youth group and I performed in Christmas plays. Pastor Fred was 

the director and I was always the star of the show. I even had my own solos in most of the plays that we 

had performed over the years. The play's required a lot of practice and time, which Mr. Fred was 

always ready to give. Pastor Fred and I became inseparable. I was always the first to raise my hand in 

sunday school and the first to volunteer to pray, because I wanted to show Pastor Fred that he was a 

positive influence to me. 

Pastor Fred is the most influential person in my life, and my best friend. To this day he still sends 

me pictures of scriptures and quotes that could brighten my day or could give me advice on anything 

that I might have been going through. I am extremely thankful to have him in my life, because he taught 

me to stay positive even through the hard times. He also taught me how to become a leader, throughout 

the church and throughout my life. Pastor Fred is the reason I know God is my savior and he is the 

reason that I am not a shy girl anymore; I owe him everything. 



Abbigail Holmes 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English 1302 

9 March 2016 

Most Influential Teacher 

In all thirteen years of public schooL I have experienced thus far, I have moved once and been 

able to experience two independent school districts in two completely different places of Texas. I used 

to live in southeast Texas in Bastrop where I attended Mina Elementary; then when the new school was 

built near my house, I transferred to Lost Pines Elementary School At the next steps of schooling, I 

attended Bastrop Intermediate, Bastrop Middle SchooL and then after rmving to northwest Texas, I am 

now attending Springtown High School As being a senior, I have experienced a large number of 

teachers. Some were great, some were not, and some made me question why they were a teacher in the 

first place. Out of all the teachers that have taught me, on]y one has really impacted not only my 

schooling but me persona11y. This influential person is Mrs. Lang who is a AP U.S. History teacher at · 

Springtown High School 

Mrs. Lang was my history teacher junior year. You might ask, 'What makes her special to 

you?" I have experiences that can answer this question. I can still remember them like it was yesterday, 

they've always stuck out, and lucl<lly they're hard to forget. Junior year can be stressful and even rmre 

stressful when you're taking advanced classes. In my case, history was never my strongest subject. By 

having Mrs. Lang by my side supporting me and believing in me, I not only passed her class with flying 

colors but I scored an above average grade on my STAAR test. When someone in her class didn't 

understand something, she would go in depth about the topic, and by the time she was done explaining, 
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everyone had a new and more confident understanding of the topic. Mrs. Lang wanted us to be 

successful and did everything she could to make sure we were. She stops at nothing and still strives· for 

her students to be the best they can be. Mrs. Lang is also big about being confident whether it being in 

the academic form of giving an answer or being confident in yourself and capabilities. Like I mentioned 

before, junior year can be stressful When I would have a rough day or a rough week, she was the one 

who noticed and felt like it was her duty to make my day better. She would help me gain confidence by 

pushing me :in the classroom Mrs. Lang was also always there for me to talk to; whatever I was going 

through, I could talk to her and she was there to listen. 

Mrs. Lang is the most influential teacher I've had due to how she challenged me to work harder 

:in the classroom and to be a better person for myself. Without having her as a teacher, I don't think I 

would be where I am my senior year. I push myself academically and push myself to make better 

choices as a person because of her influence. I have her to thank for my motivation to be successful 



Makayla N imp fer 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English 1302 

9 March2016 

Mrs. Po lirnrrhnk 

In all of my years of schooling, I have had many teachers that influenced my life. All my teachers 

have made some kind of difference in my life; however, I only have had a few teachers that significantly 

affected my life. Now that I am in my final months as a senior, I have to look back and think about who 

influenced my life the most and one name pops into my head, Nancy Palmarchuk. Mrs. Palmarchuk was 

my seventh grade English teacher, eighth grade PAL sponsor, and also the teacher I went, saw and 

helped once a six weeks for two years in the organization TAPE. Mrs. Palmarchuk has influenced my 

life in many ways; she is always there when you need to talk to someone, she has been an outstanding 

role modeL and she has devoted her time to teach us kids that are experiencing our first year as a 

teenager. She not only manages a job as a teacher, but she use to be a Jazzercise instructor and now 

that she is no longer doing that she has a second job at Alliertsons. This woman is completely devoted 

to her jobs and wouldn't have it any other way. She is now the department head of History and the 

eighth grade AP History teacher. The best thing about her is I can see her as more than a teacher, I see 

her as a person, not just someone who was teaching me in school but teaching me and helping me learn 

about life. 

As I look back on the last six years of my life, I can remember Mrs. Palmarchuk always being 

there any time I needed her. She is not just a teacher figure to us students, she is a motherly figure and 

she watches over us. My seventh grade year is when I first met this amazing, outgoing, quirky, unselfish 
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and sometimes serious women. I remember when I first walked into her class, I was a scared, timid 

seventh grade girl and she made me feel comfortable and made me feel like I could trust her. From 

there, I considered her someone I could always look up to and count on to be there. I had never met a 

teacher that was so devoted to her students. 

I believe that my eighth grade year is when I realized how important this women was to me. She 

went from my english teacher to my PAL instructor, which showed me less of her teacher side and more 

of her role modeL and motherly figure. She made us feel important and allowed us to be ourselves. 

There was a reason we were in PAL and that's how she treated us. Being in PAL, we became a family 

and she was the reason for all of it. 

TAFE has allowed me to see how much she cares for her students, because I was no longer a 

student, I was an observer. She is an incredible teacher and she deserves to be recognized for it. She 

devotes all her time to us and she has really taught me what to expect when I venture out on my own. 

She knows how to communicate in a unique way that allows us to understand what she is talking about. 

I have never met a teacher so devoted to her job and he students. She is a wonderful woman and she 

has changed my life forever. She is so inspirational 



Kristine Camacho 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

9 March 2016 

Camacho 1 

Coach Davis 

There are many influential people in my life who had made an impact on the world and on my 

heart. Teachers, coaches, administrators, and other important people like the governor and president, 

have made a difference in society and have influenced many people to do great things. Being a leader, 

having a positive attitude, and putting your heart into what you do is what makes a great person 

Someone that has influenced my life, is my cross country coach, Trent Davis. Coach Davis has great 

leadership skills, a positive attitude, and has a passion for what he does for our school and his family. 

Having great leadership skills is the most important trait that a person should have. This trait is 

what stands out the most in Coach Davis. Traits of being a great leader is being organized, trustworthy, 

and motivational When I first heard we had a new cross country coach, I was nervous because past 

coaches have not been so focused on our cross country sport and treated it as if it wasn't important 

because we had not been to regional or placed as a team in district. Our first day of practice Coach 

Davis told us his plan for our season and had everything planned out on how practice was going to go. 

He said it was going to take hard work and he believed in each cross country person when he didn't 

know us. Coach was super positive and practices were terribly hard and were insane, but when it came 

to district, we placed and went to regionals. Good leaders believe and know that their goals will be 

reached when not even knowing who they are working with. Coach joked and then had his serious 

moments which helped me and teammates get through the season. 
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Camacho 2 

Coach Davis always has a positive attitude and always believed we athletes could do better 

than what's expected from us. He has made an impact in my life and others as well because of his 

positive attitude and always encouraging me as an athlete. Most coaches focus way too much on 

succeeding and take the fun out of the sport, but somehow, Coach Davis made cross country fun and 

competitive at the same time. For him, there has been very few times where he has been discouraged, 

but he still keeps going. Being a coach, he deals with many ups and downs on a daily basis, but he still 

tries his best to stay positive and provide a positive environment. Coach Davis is always encouraging us 

athletes to do our best and be on top of our game, no matter how tough life gets. He wants us to be 

above average and succeed in our goals. 

Coach Davis has not only made an impact in my life, but he is also my role model He always 

sees the positive side in every situation. He has helped me realize that I can go beyond my limits and 

succeed more than I could ever imagine. He always tells me to keep my positive attitude and to never 

give up no matter how hard life may seem I am thankful and blessed to have a person like Coach Davis 

in my life. 



Katelyn Roglin 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English 1302 

8 April 2016 

Most Influential Teacher: Missy Castro 

To me, the ability to be influential is a trait that is not possessed by many people. Not 

only do they have the ability to strike motivation within themselves, but also in those around 

them. These types of people put off an energy or a vibe that no one else is able to give. 

Individuals are motivated by different means, where one person may be inspired by the struggles 

one faced, others may become motivated with encouragement. I have had the opportunity to 

come to know Mrs. Castro through the high school's athletic program where I know her as Coach 

Castro. 

Through her constant dedication to the improvement of her athletes, she has taught me 

that you can't be weak minded and expect to be successful. Now what does being "weak 

minded" mean? I have heard her say this for the past four years and have been able to apply it to 

all the sporting events I partake in. Being "weak minded" means doubting your own abilities, 

thinking about how much better someone else is than you, and simply giving up before you even 

start. From this, I have also begun to understand that as human beings, all we can do is try our 

hardest to do the best that we can do. The lesson of having a strong mind has played a crucial 

part in playing high school sports, but this will also be something that I will be able to apply to 

my life once I graduate high school and move on to the next step in my life. When attending 

college in preparation to pursue my desired career, I will always remember this lesson that Coach 
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Castro has taught me. I will strive to never doubt my abilities or to compare myself to the works 

of other people, but to strive to do the best that I can do. 

Not only do her words inspire me to do things to achieve my very best, but also her 

actions. From being on her powerlifting team, I have learned that it is easier to go through the 

toughest situations with other people by your side. It may seem weird that I truly learned this 

through a sport, and might even sound cliche, but I can honestly say I was able to experience this 

through powerlifting. This sport is strictly a mental game and requires confidence in yourself to 

be successful, which is hard to achieve when you feel like you are constantly failing. Coach 

Castro asked me to try powerlifting as a freshman, which I thought was totally crazy. But I did 

and I fell in love with it, partially because of the sport, and partially because of the coach. Coach 

Castro was there helping me every step of the way, encouraging me to do the things I thought I 

could not. She made sure to give me her full attention and that I was doing everything right, so 

that I could get better and achieve more. But the craziest part is, is that she was not just doing 

this for me, but also for the ten other girls on the team. For every girl on her team, she knew what 

their strongest lifts were, and what their weakest lifts were. Part of this is because she knows the 

sport so well, but most of it is because of the true passion and dedication she has to making her 

athletes better. For every lift we do in a meet, Coach Castro tries her hardest to make sure she is 

there with each girl to encourage them and to make sure they are mentally ready to do what they 

think they cannot. 

Coach Castro has truly been someone that has had an influence on my high school career. 

Through her dedication and enthusiasm to better her athletes, she has taught me things I have 

used throughout high school and will take with me when I move on to bigger obstacles. Always 



have a strong mind, and always remember that somethings are easier done with other people at 

your side. Wise words of Coach Castro: "Don't be weak minded." 



Allisyn Roglin 

Ms. Mitchell 

English 1302 

8 April 2016 

Mrs. Teresa Kelley 

Over the past seventeen years of my life, I have been blessed enough to have built many 

relationships with numerous people. For someone to truly have an impact on my life, they must 

exhibit qualities I wish to see within myself, portray to others, and use throughout the rest of my 

life. The administrator who has had a major influence on my life has shown and taught me 

qualities of kindness and positivity, and has shown me what it is to be a giving and genuine 

person. Through her daily actions, the administrator who has influenced me the most has been 

Mrs. Teresa Kelley. 

Mrs. Kelley has been my school counselor since I was in the seventh grade. Through the 

many years, she has given me confidence in my own academic abilities and has truly helped to 

guide me on my way towards the goal that resides in not only me, but in all students: to graduate. 

Anytime I was unsure of what to do next in school or was unsure of which classes to take, she 

always knew what to say to take away any worries I was having. Along with this encouragement, 

she also gave me something she was not required to by her job. Every time I would find myself 

in her office or just simply pass by her in the hall, she would always greet me with a cheery smile 

and make an effort to check up on me just as she did outside of school. Not only did she act this 

way towards me, but also to the numerous other students she encountered on a daily basis. As 

many days myself and other students face may not be goo~ with the presence of Mrs. Kelley, we 
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can see that there is something good in everyday. Always seeing her make an effort to greet 

anyone she comes in contact with in such a genuine manner has truly inspired me to want to do 

the same. 

I have not only been blessed with the opportunity to know Mrs. Kelley through my 

academic life, but also on a more personal level. My family and I have lived within the same 

neighborhood as the Kelley family my entire life. Over the years I have been able to create many 

cherishable memories with her and her loving family, and have learned that her kind nature is not 

an act. She is just as sweet and loving outside of school as she is in. She has always welcomed 

my twin and I anytime we would visit with her own kids who are around our age. Anytime I have 

found myself in her presence, I have not been able to help myself but smile due to her sweet and 

kind nature. Over the years of knowing herj I have learned that she is a very loving and 

kind~hearted woman of God, qualities I truly wish to portray to others myself. 

Not only is she one of the sweetest people I have come in contact with, but also one of the 

most giving. She gives so much of her time listening to and helping students as they try to figure 

themselves and their educational paths out. She does not hesitate to be a helping hand when one is 

needed. I can recall a time when she gave her warm coat to a student on the day when school was 

released early due to bad weather. She was not worried how she would stay warm, she just 

wanted to ensure that the student would not catch a cold. Her unconditional kindness and her 

giving heart has made her an inspiring person to me. 

Nowadays in society, it is hard to find people who are truly genuine through their acts of 

kindness and general nature. That is why Mrs. Kelley acts as the administrator who has been 

most influential to me. Through her, I see the qualities I would like to portray. She is 



encouraging, kindhearted, positive, and most importantly genuine. She has impacted my life in 

the sense of being one of my greatest role models whom I admire wholeheartedly. I can only hope 

to exhibit the outstanding and genuine character to others as she does. 



Maritza Rojas 

Ms. Mitchell 

English 1302 

9 March2016 

Rojas 1 

My Most Influential Teacher 

In my many years of public schooling, I've come across many teachers and school faculty. The 

fact I've moved around different schools only broadened that experience. Although I've met many 

wonderful people, it's fairly easy to pick out the one teacher that influenced me the most. 

Mr. Azua was my 5th grade teacher when I attended Manuel Jara. This was my last year before 

reaching the intimidating middle school across the street. At the time, I was still pretty young, nothing 

quite significant has really happened in my life up to this point. Unfortunately, that changed that year. My 

best friend who had shared Mr. Azua's class with with me had passed away that April It was very 

sudden and our entire school was devastated. I had been so accustomed to Mr. Azua's humorous 

nature, seeing him talk to us about what had happened felt so foreign. But it was in that time I 

discovered true compassion and caring from a teacher. The way he spoke about my friend made me 

realize how much he truly cared about our well being. He treated us not like students, but like people, 

despite our age. Until that time, I didn't think you could find that kind of caring outside of family. But yet, 

in the midst of a turning point in my life, I did. 

Despite how great he helped us through that tragedy, it didn't take a terrible accident to see how 

great of teacher he was. When returning from Christmas break, the reality that we were soon 

"graduating" to middle school hit us as a whole. Mr. Azua saw our giddy excitement and met it with the 

same energy. He saw many of us come a long way in our academic performance and saw how much 
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Rojas 2 

potential we had for the future. He told us about how our actual graduation would be one of the most 

relievmg tlTings we would experience. All those years of hard work boiling down to that ceremony just 

for us. Ever since that talk, he never failed to remind us to call us before our high school graduation and 

tell him all about our future plans, what we wanted to do, where we were going to college. He said he'd 

keep his name and number in the phonebook specifically for that. We laughed because it seemed so far 

away, but now that I'm nearing my own graduation, I feel so grateful to have a teacher that genuinely 

cared. 

I've met many educators in my lifetime, but I've never quite met anyone like Mr. Azua. You 

don't find many that are able to make feel like a person in the classroom rather than just another name 

on a roster. Teachers like that are special and really have made me appreciate the heart that goes into 

teaching a new generation. 



TabiRogers 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English 1302 

7 March, 2016 

Rogers 1 

Influential Teacher 

What does the word influential mean? The internet defines influential as someone or something 

that can exert a strong influence over a person. Qualities of an influential person include being a positive 

leader, being strong-willed, and being compassionate. These are the people others will tend to follow, 

like Rosa Parks influenced major groups such as the freedom riders after she influenced a change in the 

severely segregated system Even though I used one of the most influential women in history as an 

example, the woman I'm about to talk about is just as important in my eyes. 

A teacher that has influenced me for the past three years of my tedious high school career is 

Coach Missy Castro from Springtown. She convinced me to join powerlifting my sophomore year and 

has taken me to compete in the state meet at Corpus Christi every year since. My team and I would 

follow her anywhere because she brings us together, not just as a team, but as a family. She inspires and 

encourages everyday for me to lift more or do better, no matter if it's a bad day. But past her job as a 

coach. in generaL she is such a positive and fun person. She is just one of those people that can make 

you smile or laugh, even though you might have just dropped four hundred pounds on her finger. 

Along with her qualities of leadership and positiveness, she is also like a walking, encouraging 

Pinterest app. She has made many creative sayings that pertain to both powerlifting and life. When 

someone on the team feels discouraged or weak, the first thing Coach Castro will say is " Don't be 

weak minded." When we get a massive amount of weight, she'll say, "Good job kid, you've earned 
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your stripes." No matter what, she is always encouraging. She is the reason I have succeeded my 

sophomore, junior, and finally now, my senior year. 

Coach Castro has been the most influential person in my life for the past three years. She has 

showed me that hard work leads to success, and it's okay not to win at everything. She created a little 

but mighty powerlifting family that would follow her to the ends of the Earth just because she asked us 

to. Some of her many great qualities include being a positive leader, a strong-willed individual, and a 

encouraging person. 



Emiley Novak 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English 1302 

9 March 2016 

My Most Influential Teacher 

Novak 1 

During my entire school career I have had numerous influential teachers. Attending the 

Springtqwn School District since kindergarten, I have grown to know many teachers both in the 

education world and social world. Each teacher has made a difference on my life; some have 

taught me how to read, write, multiply and divide while others taught me how to think deeply 

about issues and set me on the right path for college. All teachers have a unique way of 

connecting with their students; I know that out of the varying number of teachers I have had 

since I set foot into Watson Elementary, each one has had a positive influence on my life. 

However, being able to only select one teacher out of many I would say that one of my freshman 

teachers, Mrs. Grant, was the instructor who has had a major impact on my studies. 

The transition from middle school to high school was one that was tough for everyone 

that first year. High school was a whole new world! My peers and I had not been on a large 

school campus, roaming from class to class on our own until that year. The kids who were 

deemed smart were now faced with a new challenge of actually needing to study for tests. Every 

freshman was required to take the class Integrated Physics and Chemistry; luckily, the class I was 

put in was Mrs.Grant's and that was where my high school career took a start. 

Being a student who was in honors and pre-ap courses from the start, I was never in a 

class that had many discipline problems. This required course was a standard class, meaning that 
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anyone and everyone was in it. The students in my particular class period were ones who had 

clearly been pushing teachers buttons since the beginning of time. It was a strange environment 

for me to be in, but luckily Mrs. Grant never let their behavior distract from her teaching and the 

other students learning. When a student would act up or become disrespectful, Mrs. Grant would 

calmly ask the student to leave the room and make thejr way to the office. As the student threw a 

fit, she would call down to the office to inform them a student should be arriving soon and then 

continue on with her teaching. Mrs. Grant never let these students phase ·her and would always 

ensure that our education was never tampered with. 

As a freshman, I was particularly interested in attending Texas A&M University when I 

graduated from high school. I had a shirt I would always wear that displayed a maroon helmet 

that said "A&M" on it. The first time I wore it to school, Mrs. Grant stopped me after class to 

ask about my interest in the university because she was an alumni. She would tell me all types of 

fun stuff about the school and also remind me how important my whole high school career would 

be in determining where I would be accepted to school. Her numerous talks about college were 

extremely influential to me. 

Mrs. Grant is a teacher that I will continue to remember for years to come. She taught me 

how to handle difficult situations and not let them interfere with learning as well as the 

importance of college. I also learned how to properly study for tests, which I had never had to do 

before I took her class. Her style of teaching included every aspect that was necessary for 

students to enjoy and learn from. 



Grant Murry 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

9 March2016 

Most Influential Teacher 

A certain teacher can make an impact on different people's lives with different personalities. A 

great influential teacher can be nice, but also be able to control their students when something happens. 

An influential teacher makes their class fun, educational, and works with students when they need help. 

Mrs. Taylor meets these requirements with ease and is a wonderful person in general 

I on1y had Mrs. Taylor for one year, which was last year, and I can definitely detennine that she 

is my most influential teacher. She is outstanding in her teachings of Game Programming and Design, and 

I am sure that she is also as great in the other classes that she teaches. 

I had several friends in the same Game Programming and Design class, and each one of them 

remembers Mrs. Taylor as a sweet lady and also a wonderful teacher. In the Game Programming and 

Design class, we created games that were fun and enjoyable for our class to watch and play. My friends 

and I had a great time in her class, and it wasn't just a blow off class either. We had assignments and 

games that we enjoyed working on. Even this year, my friends and I visit her class just to say, ''Hi," and 

ta1k about the fun times we had in class last year. 

Sometime last year, we were assigned to produce a racing car game. We all had our regular 

routine of going on the gamebuilder website and just making it regularly. Being the person I was in that 

class, I decided to mess around and change one thing in the game. I had changed the racing car into a 

camel that could go the same exact speed as the car in the game. When the camel would run, it would 
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run in a very awkwardly and would move its legs extremely fast. When it was time to present and I was 

up I had told the class that I had altered my game. Of course, Mrs. Taylor wasn't very happy to hear 

that, but as soon as she saw the game and watched me play it, she was laughlng. Everyone in the class 

was laughlng so hard that some of them had tears in their eyes. 

That Game Programming and Design class has to be my favorite class that I have ever had. 

What made it even more enjoyable was the teacher always joinillg in on the fun, but being serious when 

it came down to it. Mrs. Taylor is a very nice and influential teacher and it is joyful looking back on the 

memories I had. 



Kate Motto 

Mrs. Mitchell 

March 9, 2016 

English 1302 

A Teacher Worth Remembering 

When it comes to teachers, there are several qualities that I often look for to ensure how my 

bond with them will be affected. I keep my eye on the execution of their humor, their essence of 

warmth, and how they deal with trouble when someone acts up in the middle of class. If a teacher 

happens to possess a magnetic sense of humor, a warm personality, and deals with troublesome 

students in an assertive, effective manner, then he or she is sure to be within my qualifications for a 

teacher that I am sure to cherish. 

There is one teacher I have come across during my high school years who fits all of these 

qualifications. Her name is Mrs. Taylor. She has taught me so much about the wonders of game design, 

and presented me with plenty of kindness over the times I have spent with her. She is always interested 

by the things I show to her and wishes me good morning every day when I enter her class. She is 

always around to assist when students are having problems building their games, and although she can 

only help with one person at a time, she never forgets the other students down the line. She is patient, 

caring, and always puts her students first. 

Along with her glowing positivity, she also possesses a few effective methods to ensure her 

students will pass the class. She uses her voice to speak her mind whenever a student is not on task, or 

is fooling around with someone they sit next to . She gives plenty of verbal warnings before deciding to 

evict any sort of punishment, from changing the seating of the students to sending them straight to the 
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office for being a distraction. She is also not afraid to call students out for being rowdy or unintelligent, 

and will tell those who don't follow the rules what they need to hear to put them back in their place. 

All in all, Mrs. Taylor is a truly kind and effective teacher. She is the kind of instructor who is 

warm and inviting to those who are willing to work and follow the instructions, as well as the kind who 

will not hesitate to put her foot down in the name of preserving the peace in her classroom She has 

inspired me to do something with my artistic venues, and because of her, I now possess the dream to 

become a game designer or animator. She has given me courage, hope, and a vision of a future that I 

wish to obtain in the corning years ahead of me. I understand that the world outside is a hierarchy, and 

that I may begin at the bottom, but Mrs. Taylor believes that I will make it someplace great with all the 

creative things I can do. Like her, I can stand tall and not have to take anything less than effective from 

my coworkers, which is why I consider Mrs. Taylor the most effective teacher I have ever had. 



Logan McPherson 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English 1302 

8 April2016 

Most Influential Teacher 

A good teacher gives their students the material and explains it well enough to pass the 

curriculum. A great teacher teaches their students to dig deeper than what is required and grow in their 

own knowledge. Different students will respond to different styles of teaching uniquely, some students 

may struggle, some might not be affected and some will truly click with what is going on. Coach 

Hornback really influenced me in the way I approach my daily work and studying. 

Physics is a tough course and can really test your patience. When you teach a tough subject, 

often times he does not get as much credit as a teacher. Let's be honest, no high school student just truly 

understands physics. But for me, I love math and I love the unknown or uncertain. There's a lot of . 

uncertainties in Physics, and quite frankly I'm not even sure if geniuses across the world understood all 

of the phenoms, but Coach would always present them like it something easy to understand. With 

endless notes and daily work over things that I will probably not use in my daily life past college, I truly 

did not understand why I needed this pointless subject. But little did I realize, I really did need his class. 

I also missed a lot of school junior year. As a busy junior, I often missed school for basketball or 

baseball tollma.ments. I got behind in work a lot. But Coach did not stop class for me, he told me how 

important it was for me to read the book at home and study, not just the night before the test. I taught 

myself to balance my school work and still manage to do my extracurricular activities. 
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Although I still do not understand the time and space continuum, I learned more about teaching 

myself to learn. I carried that to my other classes, although they weren't as hard, and my grades went 

from mediocre to good. Coach Hornback taught me the things that I will use everyday in my life. Tune 

management, studying, and being ok with not being perfect. As far as the curricuhun goes, well I will 

never need to use that stuff in the real world. 



Taylor Keith 

Ms. Mitchell 

English IV 

09 March 2016 

Most Influential Teacher 

Since 2004, I've had many teachers that have impacted me in some way or form The ones that 

seem to stand out are the ones who learn to connect with the diverse personalities in a classroom One 

that can understand how to teach the class while still using a comedical attitude. One that can guide me 

in and out of the classroom One of the most influential teachers I have been thankful to be taught by 

was Coach Wilson, 7th grade science teacher/8th grade track coach. 

One characteristic that stood out the most in Coach Wilson was her attitude. She was always 

sarcastic and humourous, which kept me entertained; this also lead me to listen to her more whenever it 

came down to learning. She was always in a good mood, for the most part, that I can remember, but if 

she wasn't, it was most likely because a student was aggravating her, which was also entertaining. 

I spent a lot of time with Coach Wilson, from having her in class and athletics, to going to her 

class during lunch, to her coaching me after school Spending that much time with a teacher/coach, in 

ways, forced you to like them That wasn't necessarily the case, I enjoyed her company. 

She was an influence because after a year of knowmg her, I actually wanted to be a coach. She 

seemed to enjoy her job; and I wanted to impact students the way she impacted me. She was an 

influence because she was very humorous with her character, which made my day just a little better. 
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Pete Jackson 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English 1302 

8 March 2016 

Most Influential Teacher 

What is influence? Influence is an action done by a person or animal that can change your 

perspective of something. What identifies a teacher to be influential on their students? There are many 

different qualities that can identify someone as being influentia~ and everyone may view it in different 

ways. The few qualities I look for is that they can connect and they set an example,. There is no other 

teacher in all Springtown that shows all of these characteristics other than Mrs. Hulme. 

She treats all of her students like they were her own kids. This means that she can connect with 

kids and have an inviting appeal She is someone I would go to and trust to help me out with any issues 

I have. The reason being is that she is supportive, but she also speaks her mind on the topic. This shows 

that she cares about her students, and she wants them to succeed in more than just school If a person, 

such as me, knows that I have someone actually in my comer willing to help me succeed, it really 

influences them to try to push the edge and make myself a better person. In my case, I started eating 

healthier and lost weight. 

She would not ask me or any other person to do something she would not do herself. Even with 

her hectic life of constantly doing things, whether it be family or work, she always finds a way to manage 

it, which influences me. The reason being that everyone's life is hectic at sometime or another: it is just 

how you overcome it that matters. She is the kind of person I would like to become. Being able to 
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manage things well to where there is as little stress as possible and still be able to and still be able to 

enjoy life. 

There is no other teacher or person for that matter who has influenced my life and many others 

quite like Mrs. Hulme has. She has impacted students and adults alike by being a good role model to 

them She is one teacher that I will not be able to forget. 



Russell Gideon 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

9 March2016 

Gideon 1 

Most Influential Teacher 

As a teenager, I have gotten a lot of guidance and assistance throughout my high school career. 

I have had numerous teachers, counselors, principals, and coaches that have made an impact on the 

way my life has turned out. Although I have many people to give credit to for getting me to where I am 

today, there is one teacher in particular that influenced me in a way that I will never forget. Mrs. Harper, 

my ninth grade English teacher, stands at the top of the list of being the best teacher I have ever had and 

has played the largest role of any teacher in furthering my education. 

Being a freshman at Northwest High School is pretty intimidating. There are several thousand 

students that roam the hallways and I was just one tiny freshman. When school first started, I feared that 

I would always go throughout school unnoticed. On the first day of schooi I showed up to Mrs. 

Harper's English class and she began preaching that writing is a way to communicate and express 

yourself among your peers. She would constantly have us write on topics that were a bit sensitive and 

wouldn't just come out in normal conversation. Then we would go to the front of the class and share our 

writing. It was a bit scary at first, but it later got to the point where everyone in the class knew so much 

about each other as if we were one gigantic family. The classroom always felt connected and alive and 

Mrs. Harper was always full of energy and happiness to bring us even closer together. We would 

always work in groups and partners in order to force communication and to allow ideas and thoughts to 

bounce around the room I have never had a class that I was as eager to attending every day than that 

MKelley
Highlight

MKelley
Highlight



Gideon 2 

English class. I ended up meeting, what would become, my four best friends in the class and continue to 

remain in contact with everyone else that was in the classroom as weJl I give all the credit to Mrs. 

Harper for making me the writer that I am today as well as the person in which my society views me. 



Miguel Galan 

Mrs.Mitchell 

English IV 

9 March 2016 

Galan 1 

Influential Teacher 

Coach Westerman has been one of the most influential coach's that I have had. He showed how 

in some situations in football, also have the same situations in life. He made me a better student and 

athlete, he motivated me to be better than what I was, and gave me hope. He would tell me in football 

they're going to be some obstacles that are going to hit you in the face and are going to be hard to 

overcome just like in life. 

Everyday before practice he would make me run laps around the field, and he would tell me 

you're gonna have kids one day ,you are have to push yourself to feed them in the middle of the night, 

and you are going to still wake up early to go to work. That it is why he would get me tired before 

practice to demonstrate that tiredness as if I was taking care of my kid and that practice was my job. 

He would teach me right from wrong when it came to drinking alcohol or smoking cigarettes. He told 

me if you want to live a better and longer life those toxins need to be out of it. He would give me some 

pointers on how to talk to girls and be a gentleman instead of a "player". On our first game, one of my 

cousins had passed away, my head was not all there during the game, but at half time coach Westerman 

pulled me aside and told me that I was going to lose my love ones in life and that it's a tough situation to 

overcome. 
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He said that my cousin is watching down on me right now and that I should not let him down, 

that I should still keep him alive in me by playing this game and doing my best instead of letting my 

teammates down. 

Coach Westerman showed me a lot, but he made a mistake for not following his rules on himself 

and he is now in jail For the all mistakes he had made, he had a good way of talking to some of us and 

giving examples of not to be the way he was. Coach westerman had made a mistake, but there are a lot 

of people who make mistakes and still continue to make them Coach Westerman has changed and it 

trying and better himself. 



Aaron Byrd 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English 1302 

9 March 2016 

Most Influential Instructor 

In my experiences from kindergarten to senior year, I have found that students wiR often enjoy 

learning from instructors that have a specific style of teaching as well as a specific personality type. 

Students tend to prefer an instructor that is able to provide a fun, yet controlled, learning environment. 

This is usually accomplished through the rapport that is built between the students and the instructor. 

Once a bond is created, the instructor is able to run the course in a highly relaxed manner and still keep 

control over the students, primarily through the building of respect and not discipline. Personality traits 

that students tend to enjoy in an instructor are often centered around a greatly diminished sense of 

power. Personalities that seem to produce affability tend to be those of a "down-to-earth" style 

accented by the humorous quirks of what, at times, seems like madness, combined to produce the 

instructor that students both want, and need. 

Through the experience of twelve (or more) years of study, I am confidently able to say that the 

instructor that I believe has been the most influential to my life has been Mr. Chris Mashburn. As my 

percussive arts instructor, he has been nothing but the most qualified, though he will deny it, of 

individuals that have graciously taught me throughout my (more than) six years as a percussionist. Mr. 

Mashburn has not only instructed me in the core ideals and methods of percussive arts, but has also 

elevated my personality by teaching me the valuable traits of leadership and responsibility through his 

MKelley
Highlight



Lupe Munoz 

Mrs.Mitchell 

English IV 

9 March2016 

Munoz 1 

Most Influential Teacher: Mrs.Davis 

Throughout my education, I have been fortunate to come across many good, incredible 

teachers. They have been patient, kind, and most of all understanding. I started a little later in 

Springtown than most of the other kids. I had just recently moved from California; having only 

completed kindergarten there, I didn't have much experience with teachers. But when I moved to 

Springtown, everything changed for me. The counselors at Watson Elementary told my morn that if she 

wanted me to do well and excel in schooL she should put me in kindergarten again. I had good marks 

when I passed kindergarten in California, but there had just been one problem, I didn't know any 

English at all. My morn agreed, so I repeated kindergarten at Springtown. 

From the very first day of school to the end, my teacher supported me through it all. I had 

trouble adjusting to everything, not being in Spanish as well as struggling to learn English. At first I kept 

to myself, not feeling adjusted to a new town and new language. But as the days went by, my teacher 

persuaded me to join the other children at the sandbox, by the swings, etc. Without Mrs. Davis (now 

Mrs. Hultman) I don't think that I would have been able to survive my first years. She is compassionate, 

caring, and overall a good person. She worked with me to learn everything I could in her class but we 

also had fun. 

Even now as a hlgh school senior, she still remembers me. The joy of having a teacher who has 

actually cared enough to remember details about me and asked me how I am after being in her class so 
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long ago is indescribable. Moving on from teaching me, she has taught my two younger siblings as well, 

and they have loved having her as a teacher as much as I did. I feel proud that I have the opportunity to 

graduate with honors and distinguished; I owe it all to her. If she bad not taken the time to teach me and 

guide me, I would still be the shy, illiterate girl I was. So I take this opportunity to thank Mrs. Davis for 

all that she has done for me. She may not know it but she made a most memorable mark on me that I 

will never forget, and I will always be thankful for. She has been my most inspiring teacher. 



Marisol Soto 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English 1302 

7 April2016 

My Most Influential Teacher 

Soto 1 

My most influential teacher would have to be Danielle Benton. At the moment, she is not one of 

my active teachers, but during my sophomore and junior year of high schooL she had an enormous 

impact on my life. During the years she taught me, she implanted in my brain the fact that late work is 

not acceptable; that in the long run turning in an assignment on time will allow more free time to a student 

and a less stressful environment in a classroom She has changed my outlook on procrastination and 

culture. 

When I participated in her classroom, French two and three, I was able to learn a different 

culture. She was able to relate an American culture to a European culture since she in fact lived in 

France for a year. When she spoke about the French culture, I could not disagree. I was able to fully 

give in my attention since I knew that what she said was true. That everything she was teaching was not 

just from a textbook, but from pure knowledge of what she saw and heard in real life. She also had 

many interactive projects and discussions in class allowing me to fully grasp the language and culture. 

Lastly, she influenced me more in the moral aspect of the classroom She truly taught me the art 

of how not to procrastinate. I continually turned in every paper late. In my final year in her classroom 

she decided to make a yellow slip of paper called, "Late Work Excuse." She finally figured out how to 

tell the difference between late work and regular work. On the paper there was a line that read 

''Excuse", which gave her the opportunity to see why someone would turn in a paper late and also 

MKelley
Highlight



Soto 2 

reveal it to a parent if needed. After that sheet was made, I learned the true appreciation of tumillg in 

papers on time. With every yellow sheet turned in, she also gave a lecture. She made it clear that every 

paper turned in would be based off a seventy scale and not a one hundred scale. Giving a student a 

lower disadvantage at getting a better grade. She also revealed that if a student turned in a paper on 

time, they would not have to stress over it later on. 

Danielle Benton is my most influential teacher because of her ability to teach me, not about 

french but about procrastination. Even though french was a plus, she taught me the moral standings of 

why being late in any aspect of life cannot always have a reasonable excuse. Also, that life is less of a 

hassle when there is no late work. 



Amy Thornton 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English 1302 

9 March 2016 

Most Influential Teacher 

A teacher that is most inspiring to me is Mrs. Haugen my math teacher. I've had her as a 

teacher for Pre-AP Pre Calculus and AP Calculus, and every year she has made an impact in my 

life. She teaches where everyone can understand her and what she is teaching. She's kind, 

responsible and most of all trustworthy; I have seen her around the school being kind and 

courteous to other students and teachers. Not every teacher is like that, that is why she influences 

me the most out of all the teachers that I have had in my school career. 

Mrs. Haugen is very responsible because she shows up everyday with a smile on her face 

and she is glad to be at school teaching everyone and helping them all learn something new 

everyday. Most teachers miss school for a "me day" or just some other reason, but not her. She 

does it for the kids and to help them learn what they need for the next step that they take in their 

lives. Students most of the time get mad or aggravated thinking that math is not important and 

will not be used in the future of their lives, but she thinks otherwise. She thinks that math is used 

everywhere in your life no matter what you do, which it is used everyday in everyone's lives 

including myself. 

Being an influence to someone means that you made an impact in someone's life, and 

they will never forget the way that you changed them in any way. Mrs. Haugen makes everyone 

laugh and have fun in her class. When you need help, she is more than willing to help out and 
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help you understand it more than you did before. In my opinion, she is a wonderful and outgoing 

teacher that never misses work unless it is necessary to miss. This is the reason that I chose Mrs. 

Haugen as my most influential teacher. 



Kayla Cox 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English IV 

8 April 2016 

My Most Influential Teacher: Mr. Pearson 

In the thirteen years I have been in Springtown ISD, I have always looked forward to the 

quirky, fun loving, hands on teachers who knew what they were teaching like the back of their 

hand. We all know exactly what teachers I am talking about. These teachers are very hard to 

come by, but when my sister was a senior in highschool, I met this AG teacher that I could not 

wait to get to highschool to have. You've probably guessed it by now, but this old bald guy 

would soon become more than just a teacher to me. When I walked in my freshman year of 

highschool, I could not wait to go to AG class because I knew I would get to start an adventure 

through high school like no other. 

Yes, I am talking about that short bald guy that runs around in a plaid shirt everyday, 

better known as Tony Pearson, or Mr. Pearson to his students. This man has became more than 

an AG teacher to me, he's a mentor, an advisor, a pep talker, and just someone to give you a 

laugh when you are down. In the four years I have been at Springtown High School, no teacher 

has influenced me as much as this man. 

Mr. Pearson took me from a shy freshman who wasn't sure of her place in this world to a 

FFA president as a Senior, going to Oklahoma State University to become a DVM, all because 

one teacher believed I could and kept pushing me to become better. Not every teacher can say 

yeah I helped her with her show goat in seventh grade, and I'm helping her with her show pig 
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senior year. He has watched me grow as a person and a lot of who I am today I owe to him for 

pushing me, laughing with me, and taking me on every AG and FFA trip he could. All of these 

things make him hold a special place in my heart for never giving up hope even when I was not 

sure I could keep going. So, when I ask myself who I feel most influenced by yes, it is him, my 

AG teacher, mentor and FFA advisor. Though he is a little scatterbrained, and a little unorganized 

from time to time, he knows what it takes to be a teacher and he know what it takes to make a 

difference and that is all anyone can ever ask for. 



Dalton Aschmeyer 

Ms. Mitchell 

English 1302 

9 March 2016 

Aschmeyer l 

My Most Influential Teacher 

Everyone has different learning styles and the style that helps a person learn the best and 

easiest, determines whether or not a teacher has an impact on their lives. To me, a good teacher 

needs to be able to lead, they need to be able to keep control of their class and prevent them from 

getting out of control all the time. A teacher also needs to be able to have a good sense of humor 

but also have serious moments. The most important quality a teacher should have is the ability to 

plan out their lessons and be well structured in the classroom. I have had a number of teachers 

who can teach their subject well, but only a few who truly impact my life. The teacher who has 

had the biggest impact on my life is Ms. Taylor. 

Ms. Taylor teaches computer and technology related subjects, including computer science 

and web design. I have had Ms. Taylor three of my four years in high school. One of the qualities 

that makes her a good teacher is her ability to have a sense of humor, when it is the appropriate 

time, and she is not trying to be funny all the time or make class a funny time. When I was in her 

class I would crack jokes all the time, or try, and sometimes Ms. Taylor would laugh and so on 

but other times, such as when we were doing a lesson, she would give a look that reminded me it 

wasn't the right time for jokes and it was the time to work, and take things seriously. With this 

normal routine, I learned that sometimes, not everything can be funny. 
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Ms. Taylor was also very good at making sure that her students never got out of control. 

Sometimes she would allow us to get up and walk around to our friends and talk to them or see 

what we were doing, but when it wasn't the time, or we were being too loud, she would make 

sure to gain control of us and quiet us back down. There would be times in her class that other 

students would begin to get very loud, almost be yelling and screaming either at a game or at 

each other, but she always made sure to gain control of the situation and make them calm down. 

Ms. Taylor did a very well at making sure that all lesson plans were organized and she 

always knew what and when we would be doing something. Everyday I could walk into her class 

and she could tell me exactly what we would be doing in her class for that day and as far as a 

week in the future. Her class was made easy because she always knew what we would be doing 

and there was never any clustered days trying to find out what would be done for the day. 

Throughout my time in High School, there have been many teachers who have made an 

impact on my life, but none have been like the one Ms. Taylor did. She helped me understand the 

importance of being well organized, not only in the classroom, but in my personal life as well. 

She helped me understand that sometimes humor isn't always appropriate, which has helped me 

in work and in school. Ms. Taylor has had a great impact on the way I work in school but also 

how I do things in my personal and working life. 



Harley Williams 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English 1302 

9 March 2016 

Williams 1 

Most Influential Teacher: Mrs. Lang 

A teacher is supposed to be someone who will do anything to make sure that their students are 

successful in their academics and in life. A teacher is someone who cares what happens to their students 

in the classroom as well as outside of the classroom All throughout my highschool career, I have only 

had a handful of teachers that put in extra effort to make sure that I thrived in their class. Mrs. Lang is, 

without a doubt, the most influential teacher in Springtown. 

From the day that I walked into Mrs. Lang's classroom junior year, she pushed everyone to do 

their best. It did not matter if we planned on taking the AP exam or not, she treated us all the same. She 

did not play "favorites" with a few select students, but she treated everyone as equals. She treated us 

with respect, and in return, we treated her with the same respect. 

Some teachers have the mindset that teaching is just a job, something that they have to do in 

order to make a living. It is clear from the way that Mrs. Lang teaches that teaching is not just a job for 

her; it is her passion. She is the only teacher that is willing to put in hours of extra work into her lesson 

plan to ensure that her students get the most information possible. I believe that her ultimate goal is to 

make sure that each individual student is not left behind or stuck. She has always made sure to pave a 

way so that everyone gets to the same place. 

By the time I had left her class, I knew how to handle stressful situations. I knew how to 

strategically take a test with my common knowledge and I knew what I needed to do to prepare myself 
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for college situations. Mrs. Lang has helped with me to become a more mature and responsible student. 

At times, it was hard to complete the assignments, but Mrs Lang encouraged me and believed that I 

could do anything I set my mind to. The things she has taught me in her class I use on a daily basis. I will 

forever be thankful that I had the opportunity to have such an amazing teacher. There needs to be more 

teachers like Mrs. Lang. 



Dylan Waddle 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English 1302 

9 March 2016 

My Influential Teacher 

Waddle 1 

GoIDg from a small, middle school buildIDg to a large, high school was a huge step for me as a 

freshman. Hundreds of new faces and brand new teachers, I was lost, but I knew I would make it out 

alive. As a freshman, everyone had to take two science classes, biology and IDtegrated physics and 

chemistry (IPC). I had IPC 5th period with Mrs. Grant. She always knew how to make her students 

feel comfortable, but at the same time keep them on their toes. Mrs. Grant taught us many thmgs, but 

most importantly she made sure to teach us the thffigs we needed to know about the worki. 

Coming into high schooL the freshman class is instantly assumed to be immature and that 

assumption was no different for my class. In middle schooL teachers would hold out hands and walk us 

through what we needed to do. Late work was allowed to be turned ID way past the so called "late" 

day, but when we stepped foot IDto high school that all ended. Mrs. Grant made sure we knew the rules 

from the start. She would not be holdffig our hand each day, and if our work was late, it would be 

marked as a zero. It was as if my class was ID a foreign country tryffig to understand the natives, but 

Mrs. Grant assured us that we would do fine as long as we made sure to do each assignment when she 

asked. 

Mrs. Grant also made me enjoy learnmg in this science class, which I was not excited to take ID 

the beginnffig. She knew the material well and made it a class I looked forward to attendffig each day. 

Physics and chemistry are two challengmg subjects and combinffig them seemed terrifying. However, 
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she made sure to teach the class in a way that all of us could understand no matter what our learning 

ability was. 



Suliman Uddin 

Mrs. Mitchell 

English 1302 

08 March 2016 

Uddin 1 

My Most Influential Teacher: Coach Davidson 

Going from middle school to high school is a huge step for a kid. Being the kings of the school in 

eighth grade and then the little fish in high school can have different effects on a student. There are the 

students that embrace the new life and end up having a fantastic year, and then there are the students 

like me, who couldn't handle the adversity and ahnost fail out. My freshmen year was by far the worst 

year of my high school life. I missed over twenty days and was failing all of my classes, except math of 

course. The only reason my mom wasn't there to put me in my place was because she was sick with 

thyroid problem:; the whole year. I was perfectly contempt with my terrible grades and pile of absences 

and the first person to say anything was my world geography teacher and football coach, Coach 

Davidson. 

Coach Davidson noticed my build up of absences and failing grades and decided that he would 

be the one to make the change. He started out by being a little harder on me during workouts and 

usually we would talk to each other a lot during class, but he started to kind of seem angry with me. 

Eventually I had to ask why and he explained to me how important school is and if I want to be 

sucusseful that I need to get rid of my bad habits. He made sure I was at school the rest of the year and 

always checked my grades to make sure those were good, too. Just by doing this, my grades were a lot 

better and ended up passing by the end of the year. I finished the year with the class rank of 92, which 

is not very good. In my sophomore year, I would always think back to what Coach Davidson did to 
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help me and ended up going up in rank by over 40 people. I finished sophomore year at 45. Thanks to 

Coach Davidson I passed and it started a great trend of good grades. He was a great guy and deserves 

to be jii The way he teached was absolutley magnifecent So maginifent in fact that in actually would hurt 

my brain you know what im saying. 



Chayton Seaboum 

Ms. Mitchell 

English 1302 

29 February 2016 

Mrs. Krissi Dallas 

Teachers, most of the time, do not realize it; however, they have major impacts on student's 

lives. Teachers are underdog leaders who can change the lives of students. The best teachers are close 

to their students; they know what is happening in their lives without prying. They are there to help in the 

classroom and out. The best teachers leave imprints on your life and your school work; they help you 

grow as an individual and student. The teacher I am picking for my most influential did all of this and 

more. She began developing my writing and, to this day I still analyze every detail of syfy movies. Thank 

you Ms. Krissi Dallas for having such an impact of my life and my writing. 

Ms. Dallas was a one of a kind teacher that I was lucky enough to have for two consecutive 

years. She has been an impact and blessing on my life. She helped me know it was okay to open up and 

to do so in writing. She helped me acknowledge others and that no one is alone. Ms. Dallas was an 

inspirational person. She was able to point children towards God without preaching in the classroom 

She spoke abstinence and carried a godly presence around her. 

However leaving the district at such a short time; students today still talk about her and her 

amazing impact of their lives. From the little games coming in the first day to the emotional breakdowns 

in class there was never a dull moment. Every time I stepped in the class I knew it was going to be a 

good period; she never let anyone leave in a bad mood. Even if her day was not going so hot she found 

a way to pick everyone up. 

MKelley
Highlight



Ms. Dallas was never just an English teacher; she was a role model and one of the best. From 

English to life, she had all the answers. She had impacted my life then and left me with life lessons I will 

remember forever. Again, thank you Ms. Krissi Dallas for everything you have done for the senior class 

of 2016; you will always be a porcupine in Springtown. 



Rachael Rayford 

Mrs.Mitchell 

English 1302 

9 March 2016 

Mrs. Lang 

One of the beautiful things about life is the people we have .in it. An unknown author states, " 

Sometimes people come into your life for a moment, a day or a lifetime, it matters not the time they 

spent with you but how they impacted your life .in that~." High school teachers can have such an 

impact on the lives of their students. I believe that jn order for a teacher to truly be a good mentor for a 

student they have to obtain certain qualities. These qualities .include: doing whatever it takes to help even 

one student understand what they are do.ing, expressing love and compassion for their students, be.ing 

con5iderate of their student's schedule, pushing their students to do more than they thought they ever 

could, living a life outside and inside of school that is admirable, and being willing to express their true 

personality with the class. In my four years of high school I have been blessed with a few teachers that 

do obta.in most of these qualities. However, one teacher that has personally helped me, influenced me, 

loved me, and impacted me is my U.S history teacher, Mrs. Lang from my junior year. 

Mrs. Lang is an extremely unique person and teacher that expresses her authentic qualities .in her 

teaching. I can still remember all the different activities we did in that class. Mrs. Lang does not believe 

in one teaching style because she wanted to reach out to all the different kind of learners .in her class. I 

am personally a visual learner in which she implemented several videos in her lesson that would help us 

understand. Also there would be days she put students in several different groups and various different 
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visual activities that vastly helped me understand. One of the activities Mrs. Lang liked to do was class 

debates over some important event in lllstory. She would give us an article over some lllstorical event 

and give us a few day to read over and analyze it. Then she would separate her classes into two 

different groups with two different opinions over the article and the class would debate and defend their 

side for the entire class period. All of us students would get pretty pumped about these days because 

we were given the opportunity to either form a new opinion or express our own opinion in a structurally, 

non offensive way. AJso, Mrs.Lang required us to keep a journal in that we would take notes in. 

However, she not only wanted us to take organized notes, she wanted us to do something creative such 

as draw a picture on the backs of every page to help us understand what was going on. I truly believe 

that Mrs. Lang did everything she could possibly do to help her students understand and be successful 

in her class. 

Looking back on Mrs. Lang's class I can see how I have improved scholastically in rrultiple 

ways. It is true that I can now understand United States lllstory better, however, my writing skills have 

also enhanced. Mrs. Lang would have her students do a series of writing assignments and tests that 

were thned. This was immensely helpful for me because it allowed me to practice my writing abilities. 

AJso, out of the numerous notes we took in that class I have vastly improved in my note taking skills and 

can write tetious information down quicker. Mrs. Lang not only helped me in learning lllstory, but she 

also helped me in other much needed areas that would impact the rest of my high school and college 

education 

I can honestly say Mrs. Lang put all her passion, work, and energy into helping her students. 

She was constantly trying to improve her teaching skills and create different ways she could help her 

students understand. Last year Mrs. Lang volunteered to go to help grade the Advanced Placement 



Test for U.S. history which involved all the effort and time of going to a different state and spending long 

hours looking over each test. Mrs. Lang did this so it could give her a new outlook on how to help her 

students improve Advanced Placement test for the next year. She always strives to be a better teacher; 

however, she also strives to show her compassion and love to her students. Even though she is not my 

teacher anymore she still goes out of her way to ask me how I am doing. She even allowed the students 

in her class who had a birthday any day of the week to be sung to by the whole class. Mrs. Lang is not 

only a teacher to me but a friend, influence, and mentor. 



Michael Scott 

Ms. Mitchell 

English 1302 

09 March 2016 

My Most Influential Teacher 

Ever since I started schooL many teachers have affected my life. The ones who stand out the 

most to me are the ones who are organized, sarcastic, and not so strict. I believe that the reason these 

qualities stand out to me the most is because they are the same qualities that I have. The teacher who 

stood out to me was my 8th grade math teacher Mrs. Chesney. 

Organlza.tion is one quality that makes a teacher, a teacher. Mrs. Chesney was a perfect 

example of that. Everyday when I would walk in her room, there would be no mess, and all the papers 

are filed in folders stacked neatly on her desk. The turn in folder was neatly on a separate desk next to 

the pencil sharpener and the tissues. Her organization made everything easier not only on her, but her 

students as well 

Sarcasm was another quality that I enjoyed about her. Being sarcastic myself, I was able to pick 

up more on her sarcasm a little more than others. The sarcasm she portrayed was nothing offensive, but 

to make people think for them5elves. For example, a student might ask, "Do I turn this into my class 

folder?" And her reply might be, ''No, you turn it into the other classes." The sarcasm was light but 

made people laugh and not get offended. 

With Mrs. Chesney not being so strict, it made learning easier on the students not having to 

worry that you'll get in trouble for something so minor. The students knew that they would have their 
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own personal time once she got done teaching and the work was completely done. These reasons are 

why Mrs. Chesney was my most influential teacher. 



Hunter Sneed 

English IV 

Springfield-2nd 

2/26/16 

My Most Influential Teacher: Mrs. Rogers (Jefferyes) 

My most influential teacher is one of the best teachers I've had in my high school career. 

She was smart, motivational, and had a great personality. She would help every student in her 

class with almost anything. these are some of the reasons why Mrs. Rogers was my most 

influential teacher. 

Mrs. Rogers was a teacher who was always trying her hardest to make student's days. 

Everyday when seventh period rolled around I was the first in her room. Mrs. Rogers would 

always be waiting for my joke of the day about the warm-up. When the class had to read books 

we would do so with hilarious voices. For example, when we read "To Kill a Mockingbird" the 

class tried to use old English voices. However, Mrs. Rogers would show us funny videos of 

something related to the story. 

Mrs. Rogers would also use real life examples from her life to explain what we would be 

going over that day. She would mainly talk about her father and how much he loved to work and 

what he meant to her. Her father was one of her biggest role models. However, she would 

sometimes use her husband Aubree for some of the examples. In the mornings I would go into 

her room and ask if we were going to hear a story from her that day. When Mrs. Rogers was 
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feeling bad she would still give amazing lessons over the topic and great examples. So when she 

used real life examples they would somehow relate to the us in the class room. 

Mrs. Rogers was also easy to get along with because she was always so relaxed. One day 

she told our class about how she pulled a muscle in her neck by brushing her hair and how she 

laughed about it. Since she was so easy to talk to, I would always go to her room and talk to her 

about things that are going on in my life, because I know she would be able to help me with 

them on a daily basis. Sometimes I would just go to her room in the mornings just to talk to her 

and see how she was, for example, my junior year I would stop by and see her and her husband 

in her room and talk to them about life and problems I was having in life. After a while we 

started to bond and he started to tell me stories about his life. Although Mrs. Rogers impacted 

my life so did her husband. 

My most influential teacher was not only a teacher but she was a friend. Mrs. Rogers was 

always caring and had an open heart for helping her students in ways I can't even describe, for 

example, Mrs. Rogers would help me when my dad and I were fighting and she would be able to 

get my mind off of the subject. Mrs. Rogers was also a magnificent, and intelligent teacher. 

Thank you Mrs and Mr. Rogers for being on of the most amazing impacts I have ever had in my 

life and on the road to graduation. 

Made with love, 

Hunter Sneed 



Mercedes Brevig 
English IV 
Mrs. Springfield 
February 2 

Mrs. Jeffreys 

I always enjoyed walking into a classroom with a smiling teacher. 

A teacher that made students enjoy learning. She always was positive 

and never put a student down. The vibe I acquired when I walked in was 

a warm at home feeling as if I could be anything. Mrs. Rodgers was the 

most influential teacher i.n my high school career. 

The first day of sophomore year Mrs. Rodgers told students that 

every time we walk into her class we better be smiling and having a 

positive attitude. There should be no negativity in her room. From that 

day forward I looked at things differently. The way I thought was 

much different. The glass was no longer empty, or half empty it was 

suddenly half full. The sun became a little brighter that day and I 

started to appreciate things more. I had her first period which is an 

awful period to have English because I am not a morning person at all! 

As I would walk into class she would have a smile on her face followed 

with a cheery good morning. We would joke in that class so much that 

she would joke with us. While we were reading Julius Caesar she would 

let us watch raps. I distinctly remember the one about Caesar and 
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Mercedes Brevig 
English IV 
Mrs. Springfield 
February 2 

Brutus. It was stuck in our heads all throughout the day. I can still 

recite it to this day because, "Brutus was an honorable man." We did a 

project over the play and it got us into groups and branch out of our 

shell. 

Not once did she ever put a student down. Whenever we felt 

down about ourselves or we were going through a hard time she lifted 

us with her positivity and knowledge on the subject. She taught us 

more about life lessons than school lessons. 

Mrs. Rodgers would read to us even tho nobody really wanted to 

read, she encouraged us to give everything a chance. Once we gave the 

books a chance they came alive with her different voices and her 

exquisite reading. By the end of the book everyone enjoyed it and 

wished it wouldn't have ended. She was passionate about the books she 

read and taught. She felt ardent of her students and it showed though 

everything she did,even her gestures. We didn't truly understand what 

she was teaching us, but now I understand. I appreciated having her 

sophomore year and her making that one of the best years of high 

school! 



Ekko Hurst 
Mrs Springfield 
February 29, 2016 

Mrs Rogers 

It's the little things that people do for others that makes them 
have a huge impact on their life. My most influential teacher would 
have to be Mrs Rogers most people know her as Mrs Jeffreys. When I 
was in the fifth grade she would put pictures on the overhead and we 
would write in journals our opinion, she would talk about what we 
thought about these people and what was going on in the pictures. By 
doing this it made me a better writer, but also made me understand 
how blessed I am to grow up in such a good environment. 

Often times Mrs Rogers would tell us stories about her childhood 
and how she loved kids. Once she told us a story about her curly hair 
and if you have ever seen her curly hair it looks good! She is the only 
person I know that could pull it off. When she was young kids would call 
her curly head and laugh at her. One day she decided to straighten her 
hair and come to school with a new style, and they still laughed at her. 
No matter what she did people would always find a way to make fun of 
her. Her experience with that made me realize that no matter what 
you do don't try to be someone everyone else wants you to be just be 
yourself and don't worry what others think. 

I had her again my sophomore year of high school and I was so 
excited to have my favorite teacher again, but I was thinking man I 
wish we could do those journals we did when we were in fifth grade, 
but I was for sure that we wouldn't because we were in high school so 
she wouldn't do those again, well sure enough the first day in her class 
she passed everyone out journals that she bought for us with her own 
money, I thought no way she still does those things. I knew right then 
that the year was going to be great, even tho we did not do the 
pictures anymore she changed it up alittle I was completely fine with it 
as long as I got to write everyday in my journal. 
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If you haven· t already meet Mrs Rodgers you• re missing out on a 
great person if you see her around there is never a time that you will 
see her sad, she always has a big smile on her face. I know that if I 
needed someone to talk to she would always be there for me, if I was 
struggling with something she could always tell and would ask if there 
was anything she could help with or anything I needed to talk about she 
would always be the person to listen. She is definitely a great teacher 
and friend to have, She has impacted my life in many ways that she 
doesn • t even know about, she has taught me to be kind to people and 
always smile. 



Taylor Comer-Lunsford 
English IV 
February 26, 2016 
Ms. Springfield 

Mr. Pearson 

Some teachers teach a class, others influence a class. Those who 

influence a class do not just hand out a lesson and lecture, they teach 

lessons that are useful in our lives. My influential teacher not only 

teaches agriculture education but life lessons as well. Life lessons 

learned around the show ring to be exact, not just in a classroom. My 

most influential teacher is Mr. Pearson, the pig whisperer. 

Some of the best lessons I have learned were in a swine barn. For 

example, sometimes you have to take a knife to a gunfight. I learned 

this through showing pigs. Some people might have spent more money 

on show pigs and have more experience but that does not make it 

impossible to place higher than them. What I learned was that even 

though someone might have an upper hand on the competition it is sti II 

possible for you to win. You can still win as long as you have a little bit 

of skill and a willingness to fight harder for what you want. 

He has taught me how to stand out and be my own person. How to 

be a hampshire in a herd full of durocs. I have learned that it does not 
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Taylor Comer-Lunsford 
English IV 
February 26, 2016 
Ms. Springfield 

matter if you are a little short or if you like pigs a little too much it is 

okay to be yourself. 

Of all the things Mr. Pearson has taught me the most influential 

would be: if your dreams do not scare you a little they are not big 

enough. My dreams might seem a little silly to non-showmen, but to me 

they were big, bold, and scary. My dreams of placing at a major show 

and finally earning a backdrop photo became a reality when he told me 

"Just keep him going and keep his head up!" from the side of the 

showring. If it wasn't for him sharing his knowledge and enjoyment of 

exhibiting swine, my dreams would have never became a reality. 

I've learned some great life lessons and some awesome fashion 

advice: plaid goes with everything. I can honestly tell you now that pigs 

and plaid are cool. He's not only taught me in class, but in life. Because 

of these life lessons I can now proudly say Mr. Pearson is my favorite, 

coolest, and most influential teacher. 



Springfield 

English IV 

February 26, 2016 

Mrs. Hulme 

The most influential teacher I have had in my time that I have been in school is Mrs. 

Hulme. She has taught me many things and skills I will use in the future. The skills she has 

taught me is how to be better with my hospitality towards others. She has worked with me and 

others to sharpen our skills of cooking and how one must be patient when working in big groups. 

Mrs. Hulme's example of being hospitable to others and myself have helped me when 

dealing with others in the workplace. It is better to be friendly than to be rude and "sassy" to 

others and to not be curt in what I say or do. this has impacted my life more than anything be 

cause i have not been showed much kindness from many people because of past actions. 

My biggest passion in life is cooking and to own a restaurant one day and be a world 

renowned chef. I was already a decent cook before I took Mrs. Hulmes' class, but being in her 

class she has helped me gain skills I didn't know before and I still have much to learn before I 

become an excellent cook. She has guided me and taught me that I must keep an open mind and 

always be wanting to try new things even if I think I don't like it. In her class I have tried many 

new things and foods. 

Working with others was always hard for me because of my tendency to ask too many 

questions and ask them over and over. I have learned that you must be patient with others and be 

open minded to different concepts and ideas that other people have. Mrs. Hulme shows a good 

example of doing this when working with her culinary students. Her students are all different and 

very diverse in ideas and their background skills and how they were taught. She's had to reteach 
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us techniques and teach us new techniques also which may be difficult at times because people 

are stubborn so she must be patient. 

In conclusion I feel that Mrs. Hulme is my most influential teacher because she 

understands how to help student in different ways and different learning styles, and how to be 

kind and very understanding. This has impacted my life and changed it for the better. My skills 

in cooking became more advanced and I learned how to better cook and how to be nice to others 

and understanding. 



Cheyenne Shalton 

English IV 

2-28-16 

The Importance of a Teacher 

In every child's lifetime they will have a teacher or a person that they can learn from 

independently or within a group. For example, kids learn individual lessons from their families 

and they learn in groups at schools. What type of school they are learning from doesn't 

necessarily matter as long as they are instructed correctly and efficiently. It is always important 

to listen to your instructors and do as they ask, as a student myself I would like to think that all 

students have a bond with their teachers; however, I give all of my teachers the same amount of 

respect that I would any adult. I can not make the decision between which teacher it was that has 

held the most influence over me even from way back into my pre-k years. 

If I had to choose a teacher that I most enjoyed class time with, I would decide on my 

high school teacher Miss. Supersincky. She is the art teacher at Springtown High School and has 

only worked for the school for the past two years. She is very open with the students and their 

artistic concepts and ideas for the art projects that are to be given in class. Miss.Supersincky has 

always included us in the decision process of deciding our next assignments and she is always 

well stocked in materials that we as students may need in order to complete the assignment given 

to us. However, as I had stated before I hold teaching instructors with the same amount of respect 

and can not decide upon a favorite instructor. It is not only my own teachers that I respect , I 

respect all the teachers that help children around the world. They are all well endowed to their 
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work and they pass it along to the students who are willing and able to have the chance at this 

wonderful experience. It is all of this and more that I believe all teachers should be able to take a 

moment to be recognized and shown how important they are to all of the students they help. This 

is the importance of teachers and we should let the world know how great it is to have them here 

and to always appreciate them for all they do. 



Yasmin Negrete 

What makes a teacher an influential person is their character and 

the way they push you to not give up and always try your best in 

everything. The teacher that had the most impact on me throughout 

high school was Mr. Carter. 

Mr. Carter was a marvelous teacher with great character, and he 

also great hair. Every time you would walk into his class he would always 

greet you with a smile. He was always smiling and he was never in a bad 

mood. Even now, he always has a smile on his face every time see him in 

the hall and say "hi" to him. A teacher with great character is someone 

that makes you not fear going into their class. 

Mr. Carter would always push you to think about your answer to a 

question. He would absolutely never take an, "I don't know" as an 

answer. Every time somebody would say, "I don't know" he would 

ALWAYS respond with, "but if you did know, what would you say." I 

remember I never wanted him to call on me to answer a question 

because I never knew the answer, and he did end up calling on me most 

of the time. I would always say "I don't know" about two or three times 
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, and he would always respond with, "but if you did know what would you 

say." Mr. Carter would always push every single one of his students to 

think about their answer and to not respond with a simple "I don't 

know". 

His class was a very hard class at the beginning until I realized he 

was right about studying for his tests. If you study, you will make a 

good grade. He was also a very amusing teacher because one day in 

class he taught us how to make fire! It was pretty cool! Mr. Carter 

impacted me a lot because he tought me from the beginning of high 

school to not give up and to actually think. To not answer with a simple, 

"I don't know" because "if you did know what would you say." Maybe at 

the end your answer wi II be the correct answer. 



Sydney Counts 

Mrs. Springfield 

English IV 

26 February 2016 

Counts 1 

My Most Influential Teacher: Mrs. Kelley 

Life is a long and difficult journey. It has many unpredictable twists and turns, but having 

someone to guide you through the rapids makes everything seem a little more tolerable. In a way 

this person acts like a guardian angel, keeping watch and offering a gentle nudge here and there, 

always making sure that you have the right tools to build a sturdy foundation for a great future. It 

takes a strong, dedicated person to influence someone to the point that they change their life and 

for me, my guardian angel came in the form of a bright, encouraging, and sweet lady named Mrs. 

Kelly. 

When I first met Mrs. Kelley, I was only seven years old. I was a child, traumatized by a 

natural disaster that stole everything I had and displaced me in a small town where I knew only 

strangers. Going to my third school that year, I was prepared to start over by myself, but because 

of Mrs. Kelley I didn't have to. She was the counselor at Springtown Elementary School when 

she befriended me and pulled me out of class twice a week just to "talk." From the very 

beginning I knew that she was a special person. She had such a sweet, soft spoken voice that 

made me feel safe and completely unafraid to share anything. She never treated me like a 

distressed child, but rather a kid who maybe just needed a friend to talk to. Her sweet, caring 

nature saved me from having to deal with my past by alone. 
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Counts 2 

After I was all talked out and our weekly sessions finally came to an end, Mrs. 

Kelley didn't just leave me for the wolves. Over the years she became my most invaluable 

confidant and friend. When my father was deployed for the first time while I was in middle 

school, she stayed with me every step of the way and gave me hope when no one else could. She 

had a special way about her that turned my fear into strength and my worry into courage. 

Although Mrs. Kelley was with me through all of my rough times, she was also right there 

beside me to share and participate in my happiest memories. She was present for my induction 

into PAL, NJHS, the creation of the LifeGuard program and many other milestones in my life. 

All of these things meant so much to me, and I am so glad I had someone as amazing as Mrs. 

Kelley to share them with. 

This isn't the first time I have acknowledged Mrs. Kelley for all her amazing qualities 

and contributions in my life and this, more than likely, will not be the last. When I gave her my 

PAL award in 8th grade for everything she's done for me, I gave a speech similar to this. Mrs. 

Kelley is my guardian angel, and truly, the most influential teacher in my life. I hope one day I 

can impact someone the way she has me. 



Dillon Holmes 
Period 2 
Mrs. Springfield 

Most Influential Teacher 

In fourth grade I had a teacher who really influenced my life. 

She believed in all of her students and pushed them to be whatever 

they want in life. We not only learned about the simple, basic subjects 

that are required in school, but we learned about life and what to make 

out of it. We baked bread and even voted for class president. Her 

name was Mrs. Souder and I think she should have been everyone's 

fourth grade teacher. 

Two of her best qualities were her motivation and personality. 

She may have came to school having a bad day, but once she entered 

the classroom all of her emotions went away. I can't remember one day 

that she was in a bad mood. School is about learning, but it is also hard 

to learn about something if you are bored out of your mind. In Mrs. 

Souder's class, we baked all different kinds of bread, not only for fun, 

but to learn about all the ingredients that went into the production of 

it, and the chemical reactions that took place and how the yeast rises. 
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Most teachers are strictly about work and how if you have fun then you 

aren't learning anything. Mrs. Souder was the total opposite, she 

believed that if you were working hard then you should be rewarded in 

order to motivate you to keep trying your hardest. If she realized that 

all of her students were tired of work and needed a break then she 

would stop the class and take us out for recess, or a short walk around 

the school in order to refresh our minds. 

In 90% of classes these days, if you get stuck on a homework 

problem, or you aren't sure how to do something and you ask a teacher 

for help they will say, sorry I can't help you that is independent work 

and you have to do it on your own. If a student were to ask Mrs Souder 

for help she would go out of her way to make sure that the student 

knew what he/she was doing. 

It was all the small things that Mrs. Souder did for her students 

that made me realize life isn · t only about working your life away and 

not having fun. In order to stay motivated you have to have fun 

sometimes. Mrs. Souder was my favorite and most influential teacher in 

all of my school years. 



Emanuel Paz 

Mrs. Springfield 

2/29/2016 

Most Influential Teacher 

The most influential teacher I have ever had is Mrs.Springfield 

She has never failed to amaze me with her raging fury to her comical 

attitude, but it is not only her anger or her comedy, she comes to 

school everyday to deal with us which is not an easy task. Even though 

we give her so much crap she stays by our side even though she's mad 

at us. In fact I am her "favorite" student. 

Mrs.Springfield has been the best English teacher I have ever 

had my entire highschool career. She has helped me improve on my 

writing skills, because before I had her I couldn't write an essay to 

save my life. She has impacted my life greatly and I couldn't thank her 

enough. 
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Of course learning in the class is the most important but having a 

little fun once in a while doesn't hurt. That's why in Mrs.Springfield 

there is never a boring moment there is always something to laugh 

about or just something interesting and funny in her class. That's why 

Mrs. Springfield is the most influential teacher I have had. 



Omar Lopez 

Mrs.Springfield 

English 4 

Most Influential Teacher: Coach Legan 

One of the most influential teachers\coaches I have had has to 

be Coach Legan. For starters, he is very blunt about things but in his 

own sarcastic way he is actually sort of funny. He always has 

something sarcastic and witty to say and as a junior I enjoyed his class. 

He made it fun to learn again with jokes and sarcastic ways of 

teaching. I met Coach Legan the spring of my 8th grade year, when 

they would bus the 8th graders to the high school to workout. At first 

glance he seemed sort of mean and just a bit scary looking because he 

never smiled. Something tells me he could tell from the start that I 

was a pretty lousy athlete. 

Fast forward to my freshmen year during track season I quickly 

found out that I was just as bad at track as I was at football. I 

honestly think my lousy athleticism sometimes irritated him but every 

time i felt like giving up, for some odd reason he refused to quit on me. 
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I think he might have come close a couple of times, but he never really 

did. I think one of the reasons he might have not abandoned all hope 

was· because even though I wasn't the best, I tried hard which might 

have made up for my bad athleticism. 

Since I have met Coach Legan, it seems like he has always been 

there to help. He is not only a great teacher who helps you get your 

grades up and teaches you very well, but he is also a great coach. He 

always has some sort of way to make you laugh or smile. 

This is why I choose Coach Legan as the most influential teacher 

because he made it fun to learn again. He not only has taught me a lot 

of school lessons as a coach he has also taught me a lot of life lesson. 

That I honestly believe have made me a better person and they will 

help me become a better man. 



Hayden Worthington 2/26/2016 

My Fourth Grade Teacher Ms. Beckworth 

What makes a teacher influential is a teacher that does not let 

any of their students give up on anything. The qualities of this type of 

teacher is one who shows discipline, and a teacher who will leave a mark 

on you for the rest of your life to inspire you to try and never give up. 

My most influential teacher is my fourth grade teacher Ms. Beckworth. 

She was the only teacher I really talked to when I was younger. 

She was a really kind woman and hardly ever had a temper. One 

time, in her class, we were all doing a project with different kinds of 

seeds to see what kinds birds liked. My part of the project was to 

bring popcorn seeds, but I waited too long to get the seeds for the 

project. What I did was bring a bag of popcorn and tried to use that 

and I knew it would not work. She was kind of disappointed that I did 

not even try to do the project. Turns out she thought it would be a 

good way to test the buttered popcorn seeds with regular popcorn 

seeds. 
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Ms. Beckworth would always let me read. I used to love to 

read all the time, but I don't anymore. I would read books all the time. 

Usually at the beginning of class she would have these crates full of 

books that she would let me read. I felt that I was the best reader in 

the class because I could read at a higher level than the rest of the 

kids in the class. When I was finished with assignments she would let 

me continue reading where I left off. 

Ms. Beckworth taught me to try my best at everything I do and 

to not slack off when I have work to do. She taught me that when I get 

my work done then I can have time to do what I want in my free time I 

have to work hard to get a reward. 



Araseli Rodriguez 

Mrs. Springfield 

English IV 

29 February 2016 

Mr. Reed 

In order to be an influential teacher particular aspects are needed. One needs to be open 

minded, have a bond with their students, believe in their students, and strive to make the best of 

each of their students. Other qualities can make for an influential teacher, but it purely depends 

on a person point of view. My sixth grade teacher, Mr. Reed, had the most impact on me, and he 

is the epitome of an influential teacher. 

Mr. Reed aimed to bring the greatest out of all of his students more than any teacher I've 

known. Sixth grade was my wall; I hit it hard and it knocked me down. I had been an A student 

all my school years until I reached sixth grade. My grades deteriorated down to C's and some 

grades to failing, but Mr. Reed knew I could fix this problem with a little push from himself. He 

always reminded his students they can achieve anything if they put their heart and mind to it. 

Everyday he pushed me a little harder than the day before and eventually my grades were back to 

A's. Mr. Reed believed in me and I accomplished my goal. 

Along with those characteristics, Mr. Reed also took the time to get to know his students. 

Then he would create different bonds with every student as each one was a different person. 

Some students were more open and humorous than others, while others were more aloof or close 

minded. Mr. Reed ensured he did not approach shy students with too strong of a personality for 
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he might've made them uncomfortable. Eventually he brought all the students out of their "shell" 

he called it, and there was a connection between the whole class. The ambiance in Mr. Reed's 

class was always a positive one, and there was little to no animosity which made him a 

preeminent teacher. 

There are numerous characteristics that can determine an influential teacher and 

everyone's definition is unique, but Mr. Reed, in my perspective, is an immaculate representation 

of an influential teacher. Some may disagree and some may not, but it is up to oneself to define 

an influential person in their point of view and to stay open minded about other's perspectives of 

the idea. 



Raul Medina 
2-26-16 
Mrs. Springfield 

Most Influential Teacher 

The most influential teacher I've ever had would have to be Mrs. 

Seipp. She would have never let me fail unless I didn't care completely. 

She always talked about the future and how we need to be ready to 

enter the real world, we talked about government and politics and a lot 

of things. She influenced me because she made me realize that I need 

to start thinking about my future and what I want to do with my life. 

Mrs. Seipp actually gave me the idea of going to college to be a 

male nurse because male nurses are in high demand since there are 

mostly female nurses in the field, and I have considered the idea and 

they make a decent amount of money. 

Mrs. Seipp's class was actually fun to me talking about 

government and how everything works in our government. I never even 

came close to failing her class just because I did my work all the time 

plus with me listening to her probably made the class easier that way 

too, I always had at least a B in the class and usually in class I always 

average makeing a C but not ever in her class which was awesome. On 
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tests she would let us use her notes a lot, and sometimes on papers 

she would even give us the answers to a paper we were going to turn in 

for a grade. I loved that she didn't want anyone to fail she didn't want 

not just me to fail but all her kids she had. 

Mrs. Seipp was just an overall awesome teacher, best 

teacher I've ever had I wish that all my teachers were like her, plus 

she was pretty funny and always made me and everyone else laugh. One 

thing I could say about Mrs. Seipp was that you would never want to be 

on her bad side, you wouldn't like her if you were on her bad side. Her 

influence made me wake up, and I hope God's plan for me is good, and I 

plan on doing what she said, but point is she made want to actually do 

something in the future. 



Mark Matkovich 

February 26, 2016 

period 2 

Mr.Mac is Cool 

Some things that I think make up a good teacher is the ability to 

understand, to have humor, to listen to the students, and of course to 

be able to teach. These qualities are very valuable in a teacher, and 

makes them more like a mentor. Mr. Mac is a prime example of a great 

mentor, and he has all of these qualities. 

Being able to understand where a student is coming from is a very 

good thing as a teacher. It makes it to where there is no situation 

where they're jumping on a student and not knowing if there is anything 

going on in they're life. If a teacher is willing to try to understand a 

student they're also more likely to get respect from the student. Mr. 

Mac always makes sure that everything is okay and there's nothing 

going on outside of school. 

Humor is just something that makes the whole teaching\learning 

experience better for all of the students and the teachers. Humor can 
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make a lesson easier to understand and makes everyone seem more 

human. Mr. Mac has a great sense of humor. He's always joking around 

with us and making class more fun and enjoyable. Even the way he 

explains the music to us he does it in a funny way. 

Another thing that makes a teacher pretty great is their ability 

to listen to ideas and thoughts of the students. If a teacher will listen 

to the students ideas and opinions and give them real thought then the 

students really have nothing to complain about if he decides otherwise, 

because they know he gave them some real thought. Before deciding on 

a piece of music to play Mr. Mac almost always checks to see if we like 

the music or hate it. 

Probably the most important quality though is the ability to teach 

(duuhh).What is a "teacher" if they can't teach? Definitely not a 

teacher. Luckily Mr. Mac is a great teacher, and is very good at getting 

ideas through to the students. 

All of these things make up a really great teacher. I have had Mr. 

Mac for 8 full year classes throughout high school and I'm still not 

tired of him (I actually think he's a really good guy) I think that says a 

lot. 



Mrs. Davis, My High School Hero. 

Mrs. Davis is the rock between the hard place for anyone who 

needs it. She will be your shoulder to cry on, and will never judge you 

for anything. No matter what's going on, she will always do her best to 

help you through any problems. She will always strive to put a smile on 

everyone of her student's faces every chance she gets. Mrs. Davis, you 

are my high school hero. 

She is the type of person who, if needed, will steer you back onto 

the path you need to walk in order to be successful. If you are in the 

wrong, she will listen to you rant about how wrong your life is at the 

moment, and why you believe the path you are walking is the best 

choice for you, then with a mother's touch, will steer you back to the 

best path for you. 

Mrs. Davis is the type of teacher that everyone who ever met her 

could relate to. Most teachers are by the book, but Mrs. Davis is more 
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relatable to her students. She is a great teacher, but more than that, 

she is a great role model and an even better friend. Mrs. Davis never 

turned a cold shoulder to a student who needed someone. She would 

always listen and did everything in her power to help. Many people 

believe teachers need to be an authoritarian figure and not a friend, 

but kids will want to listen and learn from someone who is relatable and 

doesn't just dominate the class with an iron fist. Mrs. Davis is the best 

of both worlds. 

If you were failing a class, you could always go to Mrs. Davis. She 

would do everything she could to help you finish and turn in your work 

to bring your grade up. She would tutor you and make you study until 

you had it down tight. Mrs. Davis is the most caring teacher I've ever 

encountered in my life. 

Mrs. Davis is the sole reason I have stayed in school and mostly 

sane. Every time I thought about throwing in the towel, she was right 

there to encourage me to keep going. I owe all of my high school 

success to her. Mrs. Davis is my high school hero. 



Jessie Tidwell 

Mrs. Springfield 

English IV 

26 February 2016 

Mrs. Perkins 

As a senior in high school we were asked to write about who was the most influential 

teacher I had. That was a hard decision for me because I've had many teachers who made a great 

impact on my life so I started to think. They had to be very special to me and have a reason why they. 

With much consideration the teacher that I pick is Mrs. Perkins my English I teacher. 

1 

I had Mrs. Perkms my freshman year for English, and let's just say English is my achilles 

heel Mrs. Perkins was the one who never gave up, on me when I wanted to give up especially when 

we had to write essays. I would always do terrible on them because I never understood how to write 

because of my hearing loss when I was younger. One day we started writing another essay and before 

the class ended Mrs. Perkins had asked to see my paper and my first thought was "oh no she is going to 

see what I have down and yell at me." but instead she look at it and said you have some interesting 

points but let's see if we can change it up to make it flow better. The next day I felt like I was bothering 

her because I always asking questions after questions until I finally understood what I was supposed to 

be doing. Without her help and her believing in me I don't think I would be able to accomplish what I 

have accomplished throughout my high school career. 

One thing I really enjoy in a classroom is humor and Mrs. Perkins always had sense humor 

throughout her lesson plans. Most things in English can be very boring at times so it's hard to keep the 
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2 

fun in English but somehow she made it fun. One time she was at her desk and we were reading our 

books that we would always read together and all of the sudden she just started laughing and said 

"imagine this", and explain to us if this plot happen a different way to put it into the student's perspective 

and the whole class just erupted with laughter. Mrs. Perkins never seemed to be sad in her classroom 

even when her home life is not so good. She will still be happy and raise our spirits in the class making 

us look forward for her class. Keeping her classroom fun and entertaining was her number one goal 

besides teaching us what she needed to teach. 

Mrs Perkins really hate allergies seasons, so did I, because we could not breath and our nose 

would just run and run with gross things. I always needed tissues in every class and some classes did not 

have tissues so I was in trouble. I would always go to Mrs Perkins classroom to grab some tissues. One 

day she meet me at the door with a package of tissues that I can have, which didn't last long, that made 

my day I was so happy that she did that for me. Mrs. Perkins cares for all her students no matter who 

they are or how they treat her. 

I've had many amazing teachers throughout my school year but Mrs.Perkins is the one that 

stands out to me with her willingness to do everything she can to help her students succeed in her 

classroom Her humor and her caring personality just adds to it, Mrs. Perkins is the best and I am glad 

I got to be in her 5th period English I my freshman year. 



Mrs. Springfield 

The teacher Mrs. Springfield. The reason why I choose this teacher is because she has 

humbled me and made me more saint like. 

Mrs. Springfield and I have a special bond or relationship between us; we are like two 

peas in separate pods, just like two fish in separate seas. But the most notable and comparison 

that I have is that we are like yin and yin (just like yin and yang but not really it). Through my 

struggles throughout this class and this horrid subject we call English. One thing is certain, Mrs. 

Springfield and I butt heads every day that I am in this class. On one occasion my teacher the 

one and only gspringl (snapchat name) called on me during the depressing and really long story 

of Mac Death. Gspring thought that I was not paying attention in this magical horrible story from 

Shakespeare. Ah but a last I was, and with this new found useless knowledge, I spit fire through 

the class. The words that came from my face shocked everyone in the class. Sadly though this 

was only one incident, there have been so many others that I have forgotten some of the lesser 

ones . 

In this paragraph I will explain how Mrs. Springfield has humbled me into the man I am 

today. Before this class my ego was about the size of the great Yeezy's. Mr Kayne West is 

known for having a big and god like ego. Through Mrs. Springfields hard work my ego has been 

reduced from a god like ego to about where a king's ego would be. But the way my teacher did it 

is truly a miracle; she would make countless jokes about me with insults here and there, she 

was almost like Opera just giving them away. This has worked tho and through this process I 

have become humble just like a saint. 

There are some more stories in this horrid class and I shall begin to tell you some. One 

of the most recent stories that I have to tell comes from a tale about Ernest. To be Ernest is a 

really sarcastic play that is very witty. This play is set in older English and was written about 10 
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years ish ago.Due to the fact that this story took place such a long time ago, it bores me to 

death. The other fact is due to how old it is and the advanced sarcasm, it kind of makes this play 

hard to understand. So with these two major factors it was such a hard time not to fall asleep 

while we were reading this. 

The greatest teacher that has influenced me is Mrs. Springfield. Her class is the funnest 

one I have this year and that says a lot due to the fact I hate the subject so much. Last but not 

least I will always remember the life lessons that I have learned in this class . 



Peter Merts 

English IV 

Mrs. Springfield 

2/26/2016 

Mr. McPhetrige 

Mr. McPhetrige is basically the epitome of a music teacher. He 

has been there for me since I was a wee little stubborn child and has 

had to deal with me ever since. As I think back to six years ago in that 

tiny beginners room, I can look back and say "Dang, this guy has jokes." 

A teacher should be both motivating and inspiring, especially when 

teaching the art of music. Mr. McPhetrige expresses that music is the 

thing that keeps nature at peace, along with a few of his jokes. One 

good joke that I remember him saying is "What did the muff in say to 

the other muff in? AAAHHHH!!! A talking muff in". He is also a 

specialist specializing in the art of the trumpet, and boy can he play 

some smooth jazz that' II make you fall asleep (not in a boring way). 

Throughout the six plus years that I have known him he has grown on 
I 

me like a nasty tumor but in a good way. No other teacher has had as 
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huge of an influence as he has had on me. (I've failed my writing exam 

more times then I have played the Bb scale so bear with me). 

One thing that makes him so influential is his teaching ethics. He 

is the only teacher that can take credit for how successful his trumpet 

spawns are. Since sixth grade we had around eighteen trumpets and 

throughout the years the numbers have dwindled down to now only 

having three, but these are no three ordinary trumpets, oh no sir-e. 

These trumpet players happen to be three members in the ALL-ST ATE 

Band. This proves that if you stick with him, you will become the best 

at what you do. Along the years of being a musician, I have also met my 

best friend Luis Moreno, if it weren't for band we would have never 

met. That is another thing that I thank him for. Don't get me wrong, 

along with the great success also came faultfinding. The things that he 

pointed out to me if I wasn't playing something right didn't seem like a 

big deal but that's what "separates you from the big boys" as he puts 

it. Sure enough, if you practice and time in effort into it you will come 

out victorious. 

This past summer he offered his A+ students to join him on a trip 

to Oklahoma to attend a Trumpet Camp. This Trip was a life changing 



moment for both Luis Moreno and I . First off, it was an honor knowing 

that he was willing to drive us all the way up there to see some really 

good players. After th'e trip both Luis and I came back knowing that we 

wanted music to be in our lives, all thanks to him. Then once again, 

earlier this year he took me and my compadre to the Texas Music 

Education jazz auditions. Which is special because this is a competition 

against 5A and 6A schools. Which is a pretty big deal considering 4A 

schools have their own competition. He felt that we could hold our 

against these guys, and boy, did we ever. We both came out in the top 

lO«yo of all the players which is quite the accomplishment. Of course 

there are countless other memories like the water bottle chugging 

contest, the WOOO sounding boo, the very first joke you ever told me, 

and last but not least the "I love college" joke. 

Mr. McPhetrige's feelings towards music have slowly became my 

feelings. He has made me the dedicated musician that I am today and 

he has taught me a few I if e lessons along the way, I know now not to 

ask strange men if they would like a ride. Mr. McPhetrige will always be 

a huge part of my life. The part of high school I will miss most is just 

getting to sit in the band off ice and talk and crack a few jokes and 



playing some jazz. I thank you for all that you have done for me and 

Luis, and I hope you get your Masters Degree and go somewhere where 

you can thrive. I love you Mac<3 



Jennifer Hibler 

Percussion Director Mashburn 

Mashburn is the percussion director here at Springtown High School. He has been a 

percussion director here since I was in sixth grade. He has inspired all of the percussionist to do 

fulfilling and better things as we grow up. He truly believes every single one of us can go far and 

succeed in life. There has never been a day he has told us that we can not do something. 

I have known Mashburn ever since I was in sixth grade. One day while Mr. McLellan 

was gone, our first percussion director, he was our substitute, and I thought he was the coolest. I 

did not know him at all, but I thought he would be an awesome percussion director to have. 

When I got into middle school he was my percussion director everyday. Even though I did not 

like middle school at all, I always looked forward to going to band class because I loved to play 

music with my friends and Mashburn always found a way to make band fun. I remember when 

he would crack jokes sometimes and make us laugh. I have not met another percussion director 

in my life that is as awesome and funny as Mashburn is. 

As I got into high school, marching season started and we would always go to 

competitions. I started to see the other side of Mashburn, he showed his anger and frustrated side 

because of how nervous he was. Seeing Mashburn the way he is when it comes down to serious 

situations like that taught me a few things. He got very nervous which made him frustrated, but 

serious when it came to something he cared about. When I got into high school, I did not know 

when I should be serious and when I should act silly and goofy. When he's mad and frustrated, 

it's a scary thing, but it has also taught me when I need to listen and be quiet. Mashburn can be a 

serious guy, but then again he can be funny and goofy. 
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One day, Mashburn pulled all of the percussionist into the ensemble room. He looked 

very upset and almost cried. We all knew it was bad knews. Everyone sat down in front of him 

and he told us that he might be leaving. We love having Mashburn as our percussion director and 

do not want to see him leave us. There is not another percussion director out there that can ever 

take his place. We all felt like we all wanted to quit band and move on because we felt like no 

one else could make us laugh and make us excited about playing music as he did. Our hearts 

were broken because we all knew we were going to lose the most awesome percussion director 

in this world. Later on we found out that he was staying and it made us so happy because we are 

all like family and we all do not want to lose the drumline family. 

Mashburn has taught me so much about drumming ever since he was my percussion 

director back in middle school. I know how to play drums and read music because of him, it may 

not be as good as he plays or reads, but I know more than what I did when I first started 

percussion. I did not ever think I would get through all of my high school years being in band, 

but he made it so fun and I learned so much, I could not leave. It is now part of my heart and I'm 

hoping one day I will get to teach my little nieces and nephews how to play. Thanks to Mashburn 

and teaching me everything I know, while playing in front of my nieces and nephews at football 

games or competition, they now want to be in band and play the drums. 

Mashburn is an awesome percussion director and inspired me a lot. He has always 

believed in me when I could not believe in myself. I want to thank Mash for being the most 

awesome, funny, kind, and supporting person he is. The person I am today is not the person I was 

four or five years ago because Mashburn taught me how to be strong and be myself no matter 



what. I am going to miss him being my percussion director after I graduate. Thank you 

Mashburn, I would not be the person I am today if it wasn't for you believing in me. 



Kristina Hobbs 
Mrs Springfield 
3rd Period 
March 1, 2016 

Mrs. Hulmes impact on me 

Influential teachers can really help depict what kind of path you may go down, whether it 

be an awful one or a very successful one. Not many teachers can hold an influence on their 

students, but when they do it stands out. I have had many different types of teachers in my school 

career, I have come to realize which ones make a difference in student's lives. I started school 

here at Springtown High School at the beginning of my junior year. Throughout my schedule 

there was one class that really stood out from the rest, Mrs. Hulmes class. Mrs. Hulme has shown 

me nothing but encouragement, uplifting thoughts and gestures, and many opportunities that 

have helped me in multiple ways get to the path I am obliged to go down. 

Large amounts of encouragement help a student know that they have a future in front of 

them. Mrs. Hulme has shown me countless amounts of encouragement since I have been at 

Springtown High School. If I have ever doubted myself in front of her, she reassures me. In my 

junior year I was considering going to the cheerleading tryouts, since I have done cheer in 

middle school, but I kept thinking of the negative outcomes. Mrs. Hulme made a point to make 

sure I knew that there is always a possibility. I didn't end up making it, but at least someone let 

me know they had faith in me trying. 

Staying positive is another good quality a teacher should have to be influential. 

Motivating students in optimistic ways is not only uplifting but it gives a feeling of 

empowerment. Mrs. Hulme has always shown me the positive outcome of things. During 

culinary arts my junior year, i doubted myself on countless occasions. An example would be 
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when we had to choose recipes to test out for Culinary Christmas. I jumped to conclusions 

assuming my recipes would be disasters, but she helped me make great creations. My confidence 

levels grew tremendously thanks to Mrs. Hulme, and I am very grateful for that. 

During my senior year I was not able to have Culinary Arts II on my schedule, but Mrs. 

Hulme, being the kindhearted person she is, talked to our principal and allowed me to participate 

in culinary arts again. She welcomes me to participate in bountiful events. I am very thankful to 

have a teacher put effort in wanting to see me succeed. 

Through all of the confidence, faith, and incentive invoked by Mrs. Hulme, I plan on 

making sure I do great things in life. It is highly necessary for a student to know somebody sees 

potential in them. I know the encouragement placed upon me by this teacher will lead me to do 

great things in the near future. 



Rebecca Criqui 
English IV 
Period-3 

Coach Croft 

Coach Croft has influenced me not only educationally, but also 

help me decide what career I want to do. I now want to help the kids 

who need more help to pass their STAAR test. 

I had a lot of trouble passing my English II STAAR test 

throughout high school. When I first became a senior I worried about 

not graduating because of not ever passing the test. I am very glad I 

had Coach Croft to help me pass it. She worked really hard to get me 

where I needed to be. She would make the class redo their writing 

assignments when there were mistakes so we could learn from them. It 

really impacted my life because I wouldn't have passed it if it weren't 

for her. Not only did I pass my test but I'm still in her class practicing 

more on my writing skills. 

I know the struggle to pass a STAAR test it can be difficult for 

some kids. Coach Croft made me realize that I want to be an English 

and EOC teacher so that I can help people improve on their writing and 

reading techniques. So the outcome of the STAAR test turns out 
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better the first time around. So their not having to sit there worrying 

about if they' re going to graduate or not. 

If you asked Coach Croft a stupid question she would laugh at you 

and give you a stupid answer. If you' re in her class blowing everything 

off she would not even care or feel sorry if you are failing. If you 

didn't do your work that's your own fault,you had the choice to try and 

do it. She would always say "I passed my test I already know this 

stuff." The one thing that would drive her crazy is when people would 

bring crunchy foods and crunch on it loudly. She said that was one of 

her pet peeves. She said,"if you' re going to crunch don't eat it." Which 

I agree with because it's annoying. She impacted me because if you 

were trying to learn she was putting in an effort to help you. 

Coach Croft is very good teacher and really can help somebody 

get a lot better on their writing skills. She won't give up on you if you 

don't give up on yourself. She did an excellent job at teaching me how 

to write and get better at understanding what I read. 



Luke Petersen 

Mrs. Springfield 

English IV 

8 April2016 

Mrs. Davis 

Relatable, firm, knowledgeable, encouraging, honest. These are some of the qualities that a 

good teacher should have. But, just having these qualities does not make one a good teacher. To be a 

good teacher someone has to exemplify these qualities, especially being knowledgeable and 

encouraging, and no one does this better than Mrs. Susan Davis. 

In any job that must be done there is a certain level of knowledge that is needed in order to 

complete .it well Teaching is no exception to this rule. If anything teaching requires a greater 

understanding because a teacher has to explain everything about a subject to a student. Not only that, 

but they might have to do it in a number of ways for the student to understand everything. In a class like 

theater a teacher has to be able to explain, demonstrate, and enable a student on how to act, or portray, 

many different types of characters. How an actor acts in a comedy versus a tragedy is so distinct that to 

be able to do both is an astounding achievement. To be able to teach such a thing is a feat within itself, 

and a person that does so has to be very knowledgeable about the subject of acting. Mrs. Davis is able 

to take that knowledge and put it into words that her actors and students understand. For instance in the 

one act play "12 Angry Jurors" there is a scene that has a lot of energy and emotion, but the actors 

didn't quite understand how it should have been. Mrs. Davis told us to stop and went on to explain 

about the power of pauses. What happened was that there was all this yelling and suddenly an actor 

says a line that is so profound that everything stops. Now that moment when nothing happens was so 
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important and we were skipping it entirely. That moment allows for what was said to really sink in for 

both the actors and the audience, it makes the whole scene more intense. Without a simple two and a 

half second pause all that anger is still floating around, but the pause resolves it and helps move the play 

along. If she wasn't knowledgeable then the scene would be terrible, and the actors and myself 

wouldn't have grown. 

Encouragement is something that everyone can do, but most people don't. What those people 

don't realize is that encouragement is something everyone needs, and when students, or people in 

generaL don't receive that it can influence them to quit. Now when a teacher uses this technique it can 

influence a student's life for the better. Thus the importance of this principle can be seen. In my case 

when I came here I didn't think I was a great actor. To me acting was just something to do. I didn't 

think that I would be wanted for any roles. In reality once I knew more about her and her about me, 

through the Theater I class, she wanted me to audition ''Fools". She encouraged me to try out. Because 

of that I had more confidence when I was auditioning. From that I found that I have a talent for accents, 

which she further helped me develop because of the role I have in "12 Angry Jurors." If I wouldn't have 

had that encouragement I probably would still be unsure about my skills as an actor. 

These are just two of the many skills that define why Mrs. Davis is an influential teacher. She is 

a teacher that I hope every student has the fortune of meeting and interacting with. If it weren't for the 

page limit I could go on and on, but suffice it to say that because of Mrs. Davis my life has been 

changed for good. 



Tyler Canada 

Mrs. Springfield 3rd 

Feb.26,2016 

Ms. Wood 

There has been one teacher that has really influenced me through high school. She was 

very smart, understanding, and patient. This was my algebra two teacher, Ms. Wood. 

Ms. Wood seemed to understand everything. She could understand if I was confused if or 

if I completely understood everything she was talking about. She would know ifl was having a 

bad day and would have a hard time figuring things out. Usually she would be sympathetic and 

try to give more one on one time to be sure I got the help I needed. She also knew how to teach 

me in another way different from the rest of the class where I would understand. There is no 

doubt Ms. Wood understood all things about all of her students. 

She was also a very patient, but persistent teacher. There would be times where she 

would try to teach but kids would be talking over her. Instead of yelling and threatening us she 

would quietly wait for us to fmish talking. Not once in her classroom did she ever raise her 

voice toward us. Everybody respected her for that. There were also many instances where she 

would be teaching and everyone would get the assignment but me. She would not move on to 

something new until me or every single student understood what she was going over. Ms. Wood 

was almost eager, in a way, to give me personal help. Even on days when I would just give up, 

she would come over to me to figure out what the problem was. When she found out my issue 

she would stay with me as long as it took to get me on track. There was one point during the year 

I had so much trouble I almost never did any of my papers. Well, she didn't want to see me fail 
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so she told me to, "sit right next to her desk from now on." So that's where I sat for the entire rest 

of the year. She also told me no matter how dumb I thought it was or how many questions I had, 

to not hesitate asking her. In all honesty once I began sitting by her and asking more questions I 

picked up on everything she taught. I actually learned so much that at times I was able to help 

other students. This was all thanks to her dedication and her will to care enough to see me do 

well in class. 

I think Ms. Wood influenced me the most out of all my teachers because she was so 

persistent and encouraged to not only make sure me, but all of her students got the help they 

needed. She was a very patient and caring teacher that encouraged me to not give up on hard 

obstacles that I may face in life. 



Brandon Santos 

MRS. DAVIS 

Perhaps some people cross your path for a particular reason at a particular time 

for a particular purpose. I feel Mrs.Davis is one of those people for me. She has had a 

tremendous effect on the person that I am today and the person I hope to be in the 

future. Mrs. Davis has impacted my life and by doing so, she has influenced my desire 

to become a better successful person in life. 

During my 12th grade Theater class, Mrs. Davis demonstrated a genuine love for 

teaching. It came through in the way that she taught the class and motivated her 

students to reach levels they did not know they could reach. She is the first teacher that 

got me thinking about that one question, "Who do I want to be when I grow up?" She 

had a great way of making things magically clearer and easy to understand. I was able 

to see that I was destined for big things. She helped me find the direction I needed in 

order to find the career path I wanted to follow. 

Mutual respect and openness allowed us to have a bonded connection like no 

one teacher had before. I remember the day that she shared with me the experience of 

being used and treated poorly by her husband. She did not have to share such a 

personal and emotional experience, but she trusted me enough to discuss private and 

adult issues. None of the other teachers would have shared intimate details. In return, I 

was more likely to share as well. This newfound respect from a "grownup" often 
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motivated me and very well other students to not make her disappointed in their 

behavior or academics. 

Mrs. Davis was a no-nonsense kind of teacher. She always said "There's a time 

and place for playing and the classroom isn't the time nor place to play". She felt very 

strongly about my beliefs and wanted me to do the same. It didn't matter what you 

thought as long as you were able to present evidence to defend your argument. Many 

students look up to this strong brave encouraging women. She wanted students to have 

thought their plans through, and know their plans had reasonable cause for their 

actions. 

During class discussions, Mrs. Davis would help students explore the logic 

behind the various student-generated perspectives developed by the class. She allowed 

students to reflect on their thinking strategies rather than endorsing "good" or "correct" 

responses. She made me feel responsible and accountable for my own learning. Her 

humorous and laid-back approach made attending class interesting and entertaining. 

Mrs. Davis is a role model for greatness and someone I strive to be like. I recognize her 

as a second mother, a friend, a mentor, a hero and the most influential teacher I have 
• 

ever had. 

To sum things up, Mrs. Davis taught me that I can make a positive impact on the 

world, and that she believed in me and my abilities, which has made me a stronger, 

happier and more confident person. Mrs. Davis's smile is contagious and her 

enthusiasm towards teaching, and her pride in her students is evident. 



Alexis smith 
Most Influential Teacher 

Mr. Klein 

The qualities and values that make a teacher influential to a person is the connection that the 

student and teacher have together. It makes the student know that it is okay for them to go and ask a 

question about their homework they got, the work they were just given or if something is wrong at 

home like abuse or neglect from their parents. These qualities and values in life are important. They can 

change someone's thinking about what they want to do in the future. 

Mr. Klein has changed my ways of thinking about what a teacher is in school; he became my 

friend and allowed me to talk about things that are happing to me in other classes and in the hallway 

and sometime what is taking place in the dance team that are hard to talk to my parents about because I 

know that my parents will blow up if I tell them that I was bullied, so I wanted to try it fix it on my own, 

but Mr. Klein told me that things like this require help even if you try to fix it on your own. It might not go 

the way you are wanting it to go. After he told me this, and when a lot of people asked me what I wanted 

to do in the future, I know that I wanted to be a teacher just like him, but I wanted to work with little kids 

and teach them the way he taught me. He is the best teacher there is in Springtown, but there is other 

teachers that are good, but they didn't help me find out what I wanted to do. When I talked to Mr. Klein 

about wanting to become a teacher like him, he said "I can see you become an amazing teacher one 

day". 

Mr. Klein's teaching is always so much fun. He sometimes plays around with us a lot even though 

he teaches math which is the most horrible thing to learn by most people if you ask them what is their 

worst subject to learn they all will say math. But by using silly apps on his phone or joining in on the 

conversation we have in class, we always have fun and enjoy learning about anything we can about 

math. There are times when we pretend to be the teacher in class to make sure we know what formula 

to use by teaching us since we are a small class. We got to do that, and we all became friends in there, 
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Alexis smith 
Most Influential Teacher 

we do not have to worry about getting made fun of if we make a big mistake, We even learn that 

teachers make mistakes in class all the time, but we never told them because we would get in trouble, 

but in Mr. Klein's room he just laughs and tells us to fix it for him since we found it ourselves. There was 

this one time when my friend Katie was so upset about not being able to figure out a math problem, so 

Mr. Klein sat right next to her and helped her do it step by step even if it took a long time, In the end, she 

figured it out with his help, and she got to finish the assignment in time before the bell rang. That shows 

how amazing he is with students. 

He possesses the qualities and values a teacher should have with their students. It makes the 

student look forward to being in that class and makes them want to learn about math even though it is a 

lot of people's worst subject to learn, he just makes everyone's horrible day turn into one of the best 

that why Mr. Klein is my most influential teachers. Teachers changes people's lives sometimes and help 

students find out what they want to do in their future and that is what makes teachers really influential. 



Jesse Mixon 

Mr. Herring 

Perhaps some people cross your path for a particular reason at a particular time for a 

particular purpose. I feel Mr. Herring, my 9th-I I th grade Auto Tech instructor, was that 

particular person. Mr. Herring has had a great effect on the person I am today and the person I 

hope to become in the future. He was not only the most influential teacher in my eye, but he was 

also a very dear friend, showing and helping me get into the best diesel mechanics college in 

Texas, which in my perspective is pretty awesome. 

During my freshman Auto Tech class, Mr. Herring expressed his love for mechanics. He 

helped me find the direction I needed to make becoming a mechanic a reality. With that being 

said, I must note that Mr. Herring is such a helpful individual and I have always admired that 

characteristic of him. Anytime I ever needed help working on my car/truck, he was there. Mr. 

Herring would help anyone if they were in need no matter what the circumstances were or how 

late or tired he was, and that is one reason why he has greatly impacted my life. 

Mutual respect and openness got us farther than any other class. He understood me as a 

person unlike my former teachers. Mr. Herring actually cared about his students and how they 

felt. Whenever I would get angry or upset, he would not yell, send me to the office, etc., he 

would calm me down and talk to me about the issue or what was going on and would never let 

me leave his class without my being completely calmed down about the situations that have 
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happened that had gotten me so upset. Mr. Herring is a great person and we have always 

connected. He is not only the greatest teacher I have ever had, but he is also a friend. 

All of us have had a teacher who had made a profound difference in our lives- someone who 

has changed our lives, made us think more deeply, set our feet in the right path. Perhaps it was a 

teacher we met in a classroom on the first day of highschool; perhaps his name was Mr. Herring. 

Overall, Mr. Herring is the most influential teacher I have ever had because he is helpful, caring, 

and an understanding individual. 



Tina Campbell 

March 7, 2016 

Ms. Carol Stephens 

She has helped me a lot since tenth grade year. She has help me push myself to finish 

school. Most people do not like her, they just have to get to know her and understands the way 

she is. She is a very good teacher and helper. For this these reasons Ms. Carol Stephens is the 

teacher of my choice. 

I would always leave during sixth period my junior year of high school, so I ended up 

failing English three so know I have to go to night school so I can pass it and get the credit I need 

to pass. Every monday during night school she helps me through my lessons. She is the reason I 

am passing night school and keeping my grade up, so I can pass it. She has always been there 

when I need help. I have had her to help me for about two or three years. 

A lot of students do not get along with her and do not think she is good or helpful teacher 

but you just have to get to know her. Students tend to tell other student they will not like her 

because she is mean and will not let them be on their phones. The new students that have not had 

her do not need to believe what other students say. Honestly she is a really good teacher and if 

you need help she will be there to help. 

Do not be one of those students that get mad because she follows the rules and will not let 

you get your way. Do not be scared or say you hate teachers that you have not had before. Most 

teachers go by the rules that are in student handbook. You just have to find a teacher that you 

really click with that you are not scared to go up to and ask for help. Everyone was telling me 

when I got in high school I was not going to like her and saying all this bad stuff about her about 
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her and I did not believe anything they said and now she is one of my favorite teachers. The 

only thing I am trying to get out there is do not be one of those that believe what other students 

have told you about teachers just ignore them and when you have that teacher you will find out if 

you like them or not. 

The reason she is the teacher of my choice is because she is really helpful and at first I 

thought she was not going to be a helpful teacher until I got to know her. After getting to know 

her I am not scared to go to her for help. She may go by the rules but she is not someone need to 

be scared of or not like just because she will not let you be on your phone. She stricted but you 

are going to have to get over it. Everyone has their favorite teacher and she happens to be mine. 



Mason Phillips 

English-6 

CPR 

MoJt f njfuentlttf Teflcffe,. 

During my high school years, the teacher that made the most influence on me was 

Mrs.Seabourn. She is the teacher, friend, and companion that was always there to help. She was 

never my teacher but she taught me more they any teacher could. It was more of a life lesson 

than anything, Mrs.Seabourn taught me out of school and in school. She taught me morals and 

common sense in the real world; she is a very wise woman. Honestly that is one woman I am 

terrified of, and I have so much respect for her; she is a role model. 

The fact that she has actually taken time out of her personal life to help me is also another 

reason she is the most influential teacher I have had. She has always kept me on my toes and was 

always honest about everything I ever asked her. Once I made a mistake and got involved with 

alcohol; all of this started at about nine o'clock and by the time Mrs. Seaboum had gotten there, it 

was a little late. Eleven o'clock was rolling around and Chayton was yelling my name. I could 

not comprehend what she was shouting. I could hear her yelling my name, so I yelled back. She 

found me under a table 

down at the barn at my friends' little get together. Chayton dragged me out from underneath the 

bench, and was quick to find out that I was under the influence of alcohol. Stumbling back to the 

car where Mrs.Seaboum was waiting, I was throwing up with no control. We arrived at their 

house so I tried to climb out but fell trying. With all of the vomit on me, they sprayed me down 

outside and left me there to dry and sleep. Morning came around and they told me what all had 

happened to me. Work with Chayton was very interesting that next day and I could not thank 
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Mason Phillips 

English-6 

CPR 

them enough. Who knows what would have happened to me that night. Chayton and her mom 

always pointed me in the right direction; she was always a lot of help, even though some 

situations were more crazy than others. Mrs.Seaboum was always the coolest teacher to talk to. 

She would actually listen to the students. 

Her daughter -is my best friend. Chayton is not as cool as her mom, yet; however, 

Mrs.Seaboum and Chayton are pretty wise for people who live in this little town that is not even 

on the maps yet. The wisdom of my influential teacher does not just come to a halt at the school. 



Katelynn Shreves 

March 7, 2016 
Mrs. Beverly Johnson 

I have had several teacher, that I do not like, or that do not help a student when they need it. 

Then I have had those teachers who go completely out of their way to help students to be better and 

understand things. Mrs. Johnson is one of those teachers who does everything she can to help her 

students. Those teachers that show they actually care are the teachers that inspire me more to try and 

help others, when they ask for my help. There are many teachers that just do not care whether students 

pass or fail or even understand how to do the work. They just give you the papers and say here do it. 

Those teachers are not good, they should not be teachers if they are not going to help their students. 

There are a few ways that Mrs. Johnson inspires me. She takes her lessons and goes 

step-by-step with them. Before she gives a test she does a little kahoot game. She helps any and every 

student with everything she can. As long as they are showing that they care and want to do the wor~. I 

use to not care in her class the first year I had her. This year I took a different class of hers, and it is 

more enjoyable, and I actually like having her class. Mrs. Johnson gives chance after chance with 

people and their work. I have never had a teacher who goes completely out of their way to make sure 

that their students understand everything they are doing. Mrs. Johnson is one of the most respected, 

sweet, caring people that I have ever had.A student can sit there in class with her and have a nice little 

one on one conversation with her. She does not judge others or put students down like some of the 

teachers do here in Springtown. When she is trying to get her own work done she stops what she is doing 

to help her students. If it was not for Mrs. Johnson, I would have not passed my junior and senior year of 

high school. 

Mrs. Johnson Showed me how teachers, adults, just people in general should be. Most people do 

not really care what happens. They could care less how they act towards others. With me on the other 
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hand, having Mrs. Johnson showed me how i need to treat others and how to help others out when they 

need it. No one should be left behind. Mrs Johnson really shows her students how other teachers should 

do their class. Every adult has their own way of doing things, but some people are just flat out rude and 

have no respect for others. I wish I had more teachers like Mrs. Johnson, she has an amazing 

personality and really inspires me. Being in her business class is really helping me with what I am 

wanting to do when I get older. I have to say that Mrs. Johnson is a true role model for me. I only wish 

that the rest of my teachers were like her. 



c::. 11111y n.uu111.::.u11 

Mr. Klein Most Influential Teacher 

There are so many teachers that have influenced me throughout my high school career. If 

I had to pick one teacher that influenced my life the most, that would have to be Mr. Klein. He is 

the reason why I understand math now. He understands how to teach in a way a student needs to 

be taught. 

I have known him for about four years and no matter what, he always has a smile on his 

face for his kids. You can tell he loves what he does. He will always be there when you are 

having a problem with anything, whether it be homework or personal issues. Mr. Klein is always 

willing to help you. 

When I was done with my work, and others needed help he would let me teach them. His 

class was always one of the classes I would look forward to walk into and to learn something 

new. Mr. Klein always had faith in me even if I did not have faith in myself; he always told me to 

never give up and just to keep smiling. 

Mr.Klein is a teacher that I consider to be very dependable. His door is always open and 

he is always willing to assist students at anytime. His door is always open before school and after 

school. Mr.klein always devotes his time to help others in anyway he can. I go in his class 

everyday before school starts and he always ask how I am doing. I talk to him about my dad 

when I just need an adult's opinion. He tells me to keep him updated on how he is doing and he 

encourages me to hang in there. It is always nice to have another adult figure to help me with any 

issues I might be facing especially when the issue is one that occurred at home. 
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Mr. Klein is a great person and a wonderful teacher. He was able to reach me in math 

when no one else could. I never grew tired of having him as a teacher for the three years that I 

have known him. I will be sad that I will not get to see him everyday, and I will not get to walk 

in his class just to say hello. He is a great teacher, but most of all he is a wonderful person, he 

always knows how to make kids laugh. I will surely miss him. I know for sure that I will come 

back and visit Mr.Klein when I can. 

Now that I am about to graduate, it's time to go start a new chapter in my life, but I know 

he will always be there for me when I come back to see him. I hope he keeps doing what he is 

doing in making a difference in students like he did for me. This is why Mr. Klein should be 

picked for the most influential teacher. 



Adrianna Renee De La Cruz 

Paula Seipp 

Thinking back on all twelve years of school and trying to pick out a teacher that has 

impacted my life the most is exceptionally effortless. This teacher teaches valuable life lessons, 

such as following rules even if you do not completely understand or agree with what the rule 

may be. She is a great role model to all of her students. When she teaches, she seems to love 

what she does and makes learning fun with her great sense of humor and funny jokes during 

educational lectures. The teacher that has made the biggest impact on my life the most would 

without a doubt be Mrs.Seipp. 

Mrs.Seipp's class was one of my favorite classes to be in because it reminded me of 

home. It always had a great aroma because she was constantly trying out new air freshener wall 

plug-ins. When I completed my work, I always enjoyed reading all of her bumper stickers, 

posters, and canvases. She always sanitized our desks because she is a germaphobe and cared 

about how well maintained her classroom was. 

Although, I was not a big fan of Government, she always seemed to find a way to engage 

me in learning. I will forever be grateful for her method of teaching in which she made 

Government an enjoyable class. When she was teaching us from a powerpoint, she would always 

voice her opinion on how things were done, her opinion on things was very interesting and made 
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us all laugh quite frequently. History is a very suitable subject for Mrs.Seipp to be teaching. She 

is very knowledgeable in what she teaches in her classroom. 

These are just a few reasons on why Mrs.Seipp is my most influential teacher. She has 

taught me many things while I have been in her class that I will be able to use after graduation, 

and in the "real world". I know that Mrs.Seipp will continue to make an impact on her students 

lifes, anyone that has her class as a senior is extremely fortunate. School would be more 

enjoyable if every teacher enjoyed their job and displayed it like Mrs.Seipp does. There are 

many great teachers that have taught me through my school years, but there is not one that sticks 

out as Mrs.Seipp does to me, I am immensely grateful to have had Mrs.Seipp as my government 

teacher during a school year that made an extremely huge impact on my life. 



JVIQlt:;;U I Jt:;;J J t;;J a 
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Coach Tye Adams 

Being a teacher in public school can be challenging. You have to deal with a plethora of 

children. To be able to get the curriculum across and also appeal to them as a cool person can be 

easier said than done. Putting major emphasis on the little things can have a positive impact on 

students. The instructor in which all these traits can be found in, and that has also had the most 

influence on me for the four years that I have attended this campus, is Coach Tye Adams. 

The variety and diversity in public school is amazing. Not just in terms of race and 

ethnicity, but rather in terms of personalities and personal interests. Students on opposite ends of 

the spectrum all take physical Education. Being a "cool" teacher can be hard whenever you have 

to appeal to such a broad audience of students. Nevertheless, Coach Tye Adams accomplishes 

both of these tasks rather smoothly. I have never heard a negative remark about the man; this 

might be due to the fact that his personality appeals to all and is ideal for public school. Being a 

coach also strengthens this argument. He has made a positive impact on all of his athletes 

including myself with the countless extra hours spent coaching and mentoring. We were often 

told of the self-sacrifice that the coaching staff has to made in order to have an outstanding 

athletics program and Coach Tye Adams is no exception to this. His two beautiful children are 

lucky to have such an outstanding man as their father. They will learn valuable lessons from his 

work ethic and perseverance on on any task that is in his way. I only mention this from an 

account of personal experience. Many lessons about life not just sports have been shared with me 

on the way to various track meets around the state. I will take those lessons and apply them to 

my life and hopefully pass them onto someone else one day. While this is only one account of 

the many lives that he has touched, I am sure that there are plenty more. 
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Getting the actual curriculum for the course across is also a very important attribute in the 

teacher world. Luckily for Coach Tye Adams, his curriculum is a major foundation in all of life. 

Physical education saves lives and improves morale ten fold. Coach Tye Adams makes physical 

education fun to do while keeping it somewhat physically demanding. Every student who takes 

his class is at the peak of fitness in their lives. Do you think that is by mistake? It is because 

Coach Tye Adams holds them accountable and demands more out of them than the average 

physical education teacher. 

The little things have always been a major emphasis when it comes to being successful, 

and Coach Tye Adams is no stranger to success. He always used to say," It's the little things 

men." And that saying has carried over to the real world for me. In everything I do now, I always 

remember his words of wisdom. 

In conclusion, the man you should award this money to is Coach Tye Adams. He puts the 

work in, and he gets the job done. Simple as that. 



Jaylee Grubis 

Paula Seipp 

My senior year has snuck up on me and made me realize that I need to enjoy the rest of 

school that I have left. I realized this year that a teacher knows the student handbook better than 

any teacher I've ever met. Every day in third period, I felt like no matter how bad my day was 

that I was always going to get a good laugh in and learn something new. That third period 

teacher is named Mrs. Seipp, and she will forever be a part of my high school memories. 

Government happens to be one of my favorite topics to discuss and talk about and at 

times I can become really argumentative. One of the many thing that I like about Mrs. Seipp is 

that she was never afraid to be different and express the truth about government. As well, I 

enjoyed that, Most teachers who discuss their own opinion don't cover both sides dealing with 

Republicans and Democrats, she never once told the class what side she was on. This made me 

realize, that she was different than the other teachers, and she cared about everyone's opinion and 

wanted us to receive the best education possible. 

Mrs. Seipp always believed in each one of her students and always believed that each of 

us could grow. Although some needed more water than others needed. This class involved the 

right climate I needed, for example we would have days where we could just color and sit back 

and relax. I feel as though this helped us with our stressful high school lives and made us enjoy 

school for once. She is a very down to earth women who always likes to give people a hard time. 

Before I had her class when walking in the hallways I always thought to myself, " Oh no, that 

teacher looks extremely mean, I hope I don't have her class." Little did I know that she would be 

my favorite teacher. 
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As a student we never really get a chance to thank the teacher for the work and the long 

hours that they put in especially if it's only half a semester class. I feel as though all of her 

assignments were thought, out and I feel as though they enriched my knowledge about politics 

and how our laws are made. Being only a semester class, I enjoyed that she cared about each 

student's attendance and made sure you were there before school or she would not accept your 

work. I feel like this prepares students for the real world, because you either have to put in extra 

work or you will no longer have the job, and that is a quality that I thank Mrs.Seipp for. 

The end is near and graduation will approach in a few months, and the only thing I will 

be able to take with me are memories. However I can use what I learned and go out into the 

world with more knowledge. I will always remember how unique she was, her humor, and how 

much she cared. Also, I will always remember her style in the way she dressed and one of my 

favorite quotes from her was, "I have so many shoes now, because when I was a child I only 

received two pairs of shoes each year." I feel as though this showed how grateful she is as an 

adult and has worked for what she has now and to me that is what you call a leader. As I leave in 

a couple of months she will always be remembered on how she impacted me, and I'm so 

thankful to have been given the opportunity. 



Jessica Schneider 

March 7, 2016 

Mrs. Rogers 

Have you ever been so influenced by someone? Influenced either to be like them or to 

become the total opposite of them? The majority of people have, myself included. I decided that 

I would try to become most like a very special, to me, woman. This woman is kind, and sweet. 

She always looked on the brighter side of things, even if she had to create that brighter side. No 

matter what type of day she was having she always had a smile on her face. She always gave you 

extra options to better yourself or make things better. She seemed to always have this glow about 

her. She is intelligent, insightful, and responsible. She influenced me so much in life that I find 

myself shaping my life to become even half the woman that she was to me. This very near and 

dear, to me, woman is the one and only Mrs. Rogers. 

Some ways that Mrs. Rogers influenced my life include moments containing her smile. 

She has a beautiful smile, so beautiful that it is contagious. She smiled whether she was having a 

good day or a bad day, On the inside, she would have been on the verge of tears but on the 

outside she still was smiling just a big, bright and beautiful. She was also very good at giving 

someone advice, if you had a problem, she helped you solve it, as best as she could. She was so 

insightful, and had been through several different things in her life, and that is how she was so 

helpful; she had experienced some of the same things. If she did not know what to say or how to 

answer your question, she would either figure it out or give the best insight that she could. Mrs. 

Rogers would never ever steer anyone in the wrong direction. 
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Another thing that Mrs. Rogers did to influence me was the fact that she had a 

heart of gold. She was just the nicest, most wonderful person. She kept herself contained to the 

point that you might not even know that she was upset; she just smiled and kept on being happy 

and being that same nice, sweet lady that everyone knew. She was willing to spend all the time in 

the world with someone to put them in a better mood or to make them smile. She was willing to 

give you what she could. Mrs. Rogers was so generous and magnanimous. 

Mrs. Rogers is definitely one of the best top three teachers I have ever had! Her 

glow just made other people around her happy. It is upsetting to think that she retired and 

I soon will be gone too, but I will forever be able to have the great happy times that my 

best friend, Sharaia and I had the privilege of sharing with her. With her smile, and 

helpful advice, I know that I can make my life inspirational and worthwhile, just like she 

did for me! 



Brandon Ritch 

3-7-16 

6th period 

Mrs. Sexton 

My most influential teacher was chosen because she has helped me in her class when I needed 

the help most. She has also helped me with my future by helping me prepare fur the ASV AB for the 

military. These are the reasons why I choose Mrs. Sexton as my rmst influential teacher. 

Ms. Sexton has not only helped me in her class but she has also helped me with other classes I 

struggle. For example I needed help for my physics project and she gave me an idea that helped me 

pass. It was a project at the beginning of the year called the egg drop and when I told her I had no idea 

where to begin, she took the ~ to provide me the help I needed to get going. When people who go 

out of their way to help you with school and your future after high school are amazing people even 

though they don't have to help you but they choose to help you is a honor to have as a teacher. 

During hmch I would go to Ms. Sextons classroom to get help on my ASV AB so I could go 

into the military. With the he]p she gave me and with what she taught me in her classroom, I was able to 

pass the ASV AB after taking it three times. I did best on the math portion of the test because of the 

help she gave to me. Ms. Sexton is the most influential teacher I have ever had in school because she is 

helpful, caring and she is truly an understanding individual 
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There are many influential teachers here at the high schoo~ however, one clearly stands out for 

me. This particuJar teacher was Irost helpful to me in my senior year of high school When I needed the 

help fur the ASV AB she was there to offer her assistance. She helped me not only with my ASV AB, 

but she also gave me what was needed to bring up my grade in her class.She is a seJtless individual who 

gave up her time to guide me when I needed it Irost. For these reasons Ms. Sexton will always be 

remembered as the Irost influential teacher for me. If it wasn't fur Ms. Sexton I wouJd not be where I 

am right now in my senior year and on track with my future. 



Mario Campos 

What makes a teacher an influential person is their character and 

the way they push you to not give up and always try your best in 

everything. The teacher that had the most impact on me throughout 

high school was Mr. Carter. 

Mr. Carter was a really marvelous teacher with a great 

character, and he also great hair. Every time you would walk into his 

class he would always greet you with a smile. He was always smiling and 

I can never remember him being in a bad mood. Even now, he always 

has a smile on his face every time see him in the hall and say "hi" to 

him. A teacher with great character is someone that makes you not 

fear going into their class. 

Mr. Carter would always push you to think about your answer to a 

question. He would absolutely never take an I don't know as an answer. 

Every time somebody would say "I don't know" he would ALWAYS 

respond with, "but if you did know, what would you say." I remember I 

never wanted him to call on me to answer a question because I almost 

never knew the answer, and well he did end up calling on me most of the 
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time. I would always say that I don't know about two or three times , 

and he would always respond with, "but if you did know what would you 

say." Mr. Carter would always push every single one of his students to 

think about their answer and to not respond with a simple "I don't 

know". 

His class was a very hard class at the beginning until I realized he 

was right about studying for his tests. If you study, you will make a 

good grade. He was also a very amusing teacher because one day in 

class he taught us how to make fire!!. It was pretty cool! Mr. Carter 

impacted me a lot because he tought me from the beginning of high 

school to not give up and to actually think. To not answer with a simple 

"I don't know" because if you did know what would you say. Maybe at 

the end your answer will be the correct answer. 



Natalie Henson 

Springfield 2 

English IV 

February 26, 2016 

The amazing Mrs. Rogers!!! 

The qualities that make a teacher influential are that they never 

let you give up no matter how hard you try, and they push you to try 

your hardest at everything. The teacher that had the most impact on 

me in my high school career would have to be Mrs. Bridget Rogers. 

Mrs. Rogers was a really respectable person, she was always so 

sweet even on her bad days, she never got mad at you or tried to tear 

you down. She was always positive and on track. She pushed me to do 

everything and when I needed someone to talk to she was always there 

like another mom. A teacher with a great personality and perseverance, 

should always build you up. 

Mrs. Rogers would always push you to think the impossible. You 

could always think above and beyond, even if you thought it was 

impossible, it was not, you could always get it done and then you would 
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be ahead of everything you thought you could not do, Mrs. Rogers 

always said "keep your head and mind up and you will succeed." A 

teacher that pushes you to do the impossible is the best you can get. 

Mrs. Rogers was an excellent teacher. She was also fun and 

entertaining, because she taught us how to have fun while doing 

something not fun in class. She impacted my high school career a lot 

because she taught us to never give up no matter how hard it was, and 

to always keep our head up and never put it down for any reason. Thank 

You Mrs. Rogers, I appreciate you all the way to the moon and back 

again. 

Thank you with love, 

Natalie Henson 



Brittany Briggs 

Mrs. Springfield 

English IV 

26 February 2016 

Most Influential Teacher: Mrs. Rogers 

Briggs 1 

Mrs. Rogers was my English II teacher, my sophomore year. She 

was a woman who had a positive outlook on life. She made sure I had a 

smile on my face no matter what my situation was. Mrs. Rogers had a 

very positive, fulfilling impact on my life. 

I had just moved to Springtown in the middle of the summer, 

going into my sophomore year, starting a new school was quite 

overwhelming. I had athletics first period but right after that I went 

to second period where I saw Mrs. Rogers, as I was walking in you could 

tell she didn't recognize me like the rest of her students whom she had 

in the past. She could tell by the look in my eyes that I was nervous 

and scared. I remember her passing out journals and stopping by me 

and telling me to smile and relax, which immediately made me feel 
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Briggs 2 

better. Everyday from then on she always greeted me with a smile as 

well as everybody else. She was so positive about every little thing. 

All in all, Mrs. Roger's impacted my life in the way I wish to 

impact others. No matter what I was going through or what kind of 

morning I was having, I knew I could look forward to having a smile on 

my face as soon as I walked into second period. I have only been here a 

very fast, short three years and so far nobody has impacted me the 

way she has. She influenced me to be an uplifting soul who makes 

others feel good. I will never forget that crazy, outgoing, positive and 

strong woman. 



Kiera Young Hardeman 

English IV 

February 29, 2016 

Mrs. Horton 

An influential teacher should be honest and patient. Mrs. Horton, the dance teacher at 

Springtown High School is my most influential teacher. She has a beautiful way of looking at 

everything so positively and loves to help others strive to give their best. She is bright but 

toughening. She will help you excel by encouraging you to work hard and no matter what she 

will not give up on you. 

Mrs. Horton has been inspiring and supportive since the day I met her. For example, 

during the week of dance camp, she watched me as I learned the dance and gave me constructive 

criticism. Sometimes, she would notice me as well as other girls struggling and she would kindly 

encourage us with words such as "you're doing great, don't overthink it or stress yourself out so 

much.;, Ms. Horton does not like to see anyone hurt or upset. She never fails to cheer you up and 

brighten your day. 

Mrs. Horton helps you set short term goals and work hard to accomplish them. For 

example, a week before a big event, we always have tryouts to see who will perform. Often 

people are cut because they don't try or they can not get the technique. I've come very close to 

being cut because of my technique. When Mrs. Horton first saw me struggling, she showed me 

the correct way to go about the dance move and told me to work on it at home. Mrs. Horton 

watched me repeatedly and made sure I understood what I was doing. Sometimes, she would 
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even comment how much better it looked, just by doing the technique a few mores times. I have 

always been willing to work harder so that I made the dance and with Mrs. Horton taking the 

time to show me and encourage me, I was able to perform. 

This past weekend, we competed at Duncanville High School. Although we did not 

receive the awards we wanted, we did our best. Both of our coaches, Mrs. Horton and Mrs. Cox 

continued to uplift our spirits and told us not to be discouraged. They made the overall 

competition amusing. At the end of each performance, whether anyone messed up or not, Mrs. 

Horton always said " That was the best that I have seen you all perform that dance, I'm so proud 

of my showstoppers". Mrs. Horton, along with many other qualities is a persuasive, pivotal, and 

inspiring person. She has always encouraged me to smile, even if I mess up. During the worst 

times, she only thinks positive and is somehow always prepared. Mrs. Horton is my most 

influential teacher. 



Ryan Neal 

Mrs. Springfield 

Most Influential Teacher 

In my 12 year period of being in school I have had many different teachers in my day. 

When picking my most influential is a tough one I have had good ones every year I have been in 

school, but if I had to pick one I would have to take it all the way back to second grade. I had a 

teacher named Mrs. Macintosh, yes like the apple named Macintosh. To be honest the only 

reason I think that I can remember her name is because her last name is the same as an apples 

name. 

One of the main reasons I can say she is the most influential teachers for me is because 

my first year in her class I struggled with making friends since I was so much younger than 

everybody else, so when that year ended she had a meeting with my mother and I and convinced 

me to stay back another year in her class and repeat the second grade so that I could be with 

people my age. I can say that that was one of the best ideas ever presented to me. Now I am 

friends with just about everybody and I love the friends that I have made. If it was not for her I 

wouldn't even be writing this paper. I would be off in the real world outside of high school who 

knows where and what I'd would be doing. 

One of my favorite memories from her class was during second year in there and every 

Friday we would do our multiplication tables and we would race. I can not recall ever losing at 

one of those races because well I had a little more experience than everybody in the class. I 

remember that year like it was yesterday, I was so much more ahead than everybody in the class 
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since I had already been through the class once before. I was Mrs. Macintosh's "favorite" 

student. It felt like she was always asking me to do things for her. It was great, that was the one 

year in school I can say that nothing ever went wrong. 

I remember a field trip I went on while I was in her class, she took us to an apple orchard 

to show us all the different kinds of apples and what goes on at the orchard. Do not ask me how 

this was school related, but give Mrs. Macintosh a break she was a class act. I will always 

remember her, every year since lgot out of her class I've had some reason to think about her. If it 

was thinking about multiples in math to even looking at an apple just something about her class 

and how much fun I had in my two years in her class pops up in my mind. 

I have not seen her in a while but she will always be in my mind. I can definitely say that 

Mrs. Macintosh my second grade teacher not once, but twice is by far my most influential 

teacher I have had over my many years in school. A close second would for sure be Mrs. 

Springfield though considering I had her two out of my four years in high school. ;) 



Jake Jordan 

Ms.Springfield 

March 1,2016 

English IV 

Howard Kinsler 

Everyone has a teacher that seems to stand out in their mind. This teacher took their time 

with me and wanted me to be successful. His name his Howard Kinsler and he has been my 

batting coach for the past five years. He has never given up on me, he has been the most 

influential teacher in my life. 

Howard dedicated all his time to me and helping me become a better hitter at the plate. 

He would always try to improve something wrong at the plate,and he would always tell me that 

there is always room for improvement. Which drove me to want to succeed more at the plate, he 

was truthful he didn't tell you what you wanted to hear. He told you what you needed to here 

sometimes it was good but most of the time it was bad. But the way he taught things and pushed 

me, built my confidence at the plate and i became a better hitter. 

He would come to my games to see how I did and fixed stuff while at the games he was 

always there to help me improve on my hitting and it didn't matter how far they were or what day 

it was he was there, the games could be fifteen miles apart but that didn't matter he dedicated his 

time to make me a better hitter. Which every time he came to my games made me want to do 

better because him coming to them showed that he actually cared and that's all kids want out of a 

teacher. Not only did he help with hitting, he helped me on the mental side side of things.He 
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would call and discuss the game of baseball with me and explain to me how i will always fail in 

the game of baseball. I would mess up in games and I would remember what he said to me and I 

just forget about my mistake and played on he was always there for me and taught me to be a 

better man of the game and and a better person. 

In conclusion Howard Kinsler has been a very influential person in my life. He dedicated 

his time to me and was not only a teacher but a great friend I am very thankful for his time and 

effort he spent with me. 



Jesse Stafford 

Ms. Irion is a good teacher because she helps me get my work done in class. She also is a good person 

because she works with me one on one most of the time. She also is a person who does not care how 

you get your work done. She is a person I can talk to and get a long with. I mean she also helps me get 

my work done in different classes. Over all that is why I like Ms. Irion because she likes to help people no 

matter what. 
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Emily Baker 
Mrs.CPR 
English 4 

Mrs. Seipp 

Qualities that make a teacher influential would include: teachers who are strict 

and want respect yet they make their class fun and enjoyable to be in. Depending on 

the qualities and values one thinks are important and the things one likes will determine 

what teacher influences you the most. The teacher that has influenced me the most this 

year is Mrs. Seipp. 

Mrs. Seipp is strict and has big expectations for her classes, but she makes jokes 

and talks about things that she knows will make us laugh. One example that I remember 

is my first day in her class. She told us a funny story about her grandma and how she 

did not like pictures being taken, but Mrs. Seipp took one anyway. The grandma was not 

happy and showed it in the picture. She did hound us right off the bat about work and 

how hard her class was going to be because it was an AP class. She showed us that she 

was going to make her class would be fun even though it was an advanced class. I have 

been in her class for two months now and she still makes jokes and tells us funny 

stories. 

Another quality about Mrs. Seipp that makes her influential is that she does 

activities to get to know her students yet are related to the class. I find it amazing that 

she cares enough to get to know each and every one of her students. One example 
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specifically that I remember is the first week in her class she gave us a packet that asked 

us about what we believed, and being that it is AP government, ofcourse she asked us 

political views, but she also asked us things like why we wanted to take AP classes and 

what motivated us. One of my favorite activities that we have done in her class was 

when she asked us to print out the lyrics to our favorite song. Following that she asked 

us some questions like why we liked this song and what it meant to us. She even took 

the time to listen to the songs she had never heard before. She is one of my only 

teachers that has done anything to get to know her students personally. 

Mrs. Seipp has influenced me by showing me that you can get things done in 

hard classes while still having fun. She also showed me that it is important to get to 

know the people who are around you every day. She's an amazing teacher and by far 

one of my favorites, and I cannot wait to finish off my senior year in her class! 



Brian Mena 

3/25/16 

Mrs. Hornback 

If it was not for this teacher I wouldn't be majoring in Environmental Engineering. I owe 

Mrs. Hornback because she helped me realize what kind of career I want for the rest of my life. 

She taught me Environmental Science. Mrs. Hornback is an attentive, caring, easy-going and 

humorous teacher who made the class interesting and kept me engaged. 

First of all, Mrs. Hornback is attentive and caring, because she would give me the 

attention I needed when I was struggling in class. She would make sure that I had my work 

turned in and that I was passing, so that I could graduate for my senior year. Although it may 

not seem like a big deal to some, to me it was, because some teachers do not worry if you are 

failing or not. She even noticed when something was wrong that was non-school related. The 

small acts of kindness she did could make any student's day better, but more importantly 

influence a student like myself to graduate and further expand my knowledge. From pasted 

teachers I have had, only a select hand few have ever tried working with the student to make 

sure that they pass. For example, I have even had teachers tell me they are "only here to get 

paid", even though a teacher's salary is very much. If teachers paid more attention to students 

like Mrs. Hornback does, then the students would do a better job at putting effort into the 

class. 

In addition, she was the kind of teacher who made you laugh all the time and was an 

easy-going teacher who was easy to get along with. I can not remember a time in her class that 

I was not laughing, because she would tell us funny stories in class when we had our work done. 
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Mrs. Hornback made the class fairly easy by giving us the time to come in and remake tests, 

finish homework, or for tutorials. She also found ways to make the class interesting and 

exciting, which for a student like me made a difference because I am always hyper and it makes 

it hard for me to pay attention in class. Many teachers just teach the material and do not worry 

if the students have any questions about the topic. She goes out of her way to make sure her 

students understand the material and will even push dates back for tests if needed just so that 

her students have the time to properly learn the material at hand. We always had to do 

projects, but they were not your typical school project. We made bird feeders, planted flowers 

and made a garden, recycled on Friday's, and completed many more other projects. It was by 

far the most fun I had in any class. 

All in all, Mrs. Hornback was the most influential teacher I have ever had in all of my 

school career. I have never had a teacher like her who is as attentive, caring, easy-going and 

humorous like she is. The qualities and values she showed has allowed me to go off to college 

and pursue a career in a field of study I never considered, and I can not wait to start. 



Parker Delano 
Period 3 

Coach Elston 

Coach Elston has been my most influential teacher I have had. He is very down to 

earth and cares about everyone. He will always tell you positive things even when you don't 

want to hear them. And he is so much fun to be around. He can make you laugh no matter 

what kind of mood you are in. All around he is just a really good guy. 

Coach Elston is hands down one of the most positive and motivating people 

around. He is constantly cheering people on or talking to them even if he doesn't know 

them. Before I even came to Springtown I had meet Coach Elston. I had the opportunity to 

practice with some of the people who were on the team at the time. Coach Elston didn't 

know me at all but he still treated me like I was apart of the team. He made my first year 

here an awesome one and I don't know what I would have done if I would not of had the 

support I had from him. He has been one of the most motivating and fun tennis coaches I've 

had my entire life and I've had a lot of them. He's the reason why I got my love for tennis 

back. He made me realize that tennis is something that I love to do and I can't tell him how 

thankful I am for what he has done for me. 

The amount of things that Coach Elston will have you laughing about is unreal. He is 

super funny while at the same time you can have a real conversation with him. He loves to 

shoot down "chemtrails" and he makes sound effects for it and everything. He will play 

music while we are practising and will start dancing and singing along to the music. When 

we host a tennis tournament he and he hands out the metals he always has an award 
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Parker Delano 
Period 3 

ceremony where he whistles a song. He can really turn a bad day into a really good one 

where you end up laughing. 

All around Coach Elston has been one of the most inspirational teachers I have had 

in my school career and I would not change that for the world. He has helped me grow in so 

many ways to become such a better person. He was meant to come into my life so I would 

realize that I needed to get back into tennis and try harder than I have in a long time. Coach 

Elston has helped me get two, hopefully three, district wins under my belt and make it to 

regionals twice now. I will never forget all the wonderful times and memories Coach Elston 

has given me as well as everyone else he has been able to inspire. 



Kali Moore 

Ms. George 

One of the most valuable traits a teacher can have is a passion for helping his/her 

students. A truly great teacher will go out of his/her way to make sure that a student is 

happy, successful, and comfortable. A teacher who values their students does everything in 

his/her power to give every student the necessary skills to make it in the real world, and 

assures that their students leave the classroom feeling confident of themselves. In all my 

school career, the teacher who most showed the aforementioned qualities is Ms. George. 

I was in Ms. George's Spanish class my freshman and sophomore years, and every 

single day she did everything within her power to make sure that her students fully 

understood that day's lesson. One of the toughest units I covered as a freshman was the 

difference between "ser" and "estar". Ms. George went above and beyond during class 

time to make sure that my classmates and I grasped the meanings and uses of the verbs. 

She showed us videos, gave us worksheets and handwritten note packets, and did 

interactive lessons with us. She spent her personal money on laminated charts that 

highlighted common uses of the verbs, as well as rare formats of them that we might have 

seen in our studies. I went in multiple mornings and afternoons for tutorials, and she sat with 

me and helped me understand the differences between the verbs until we were both certain 

that I comprehended the topic and all of my questions were answered. Ms. George's 

dedication to helping her students understand lessons completely is one of the many 

reasons that she is the most influential teacher I have ever had. 

Another admirable quality displayed by Ms. George is her compassion. She 

understands that students have a lot on their plates, and that they are sometimes forgetful 

because of it. Towards the end of my sophomore year, my class had a rather large project 

due about our family tree. We were to make a tree, whether it be on a poster board, 

notebook paper, or paper mache, and put out family member's names on it with their 

corresponding titles in Spanish. We had about four weeks to do it, and I worked diligently. 

The due date rolled around and my friends were talking about it in another class, which 

made me realize that I did not have mine with me-- I had left it sitting on my kitchen table. I 

was drowning in panic because it was such a big project, and I knew it would wreck my 

grade for that six weeks, and ultimately the whole year, if I got a zero on it. I ran to Ms. 
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Kali Moore 

Ms. George· 

George's room as soon as I got the opportunity and told her what had happened. Ms. 

George, being the compassionate and understanding teacher that she is, forgave me and 

pardoned my mistake, allowing me to bring my project in the next day. If Ms. George didn't 

have the traits that she does, I would not have passed that six weeks. 

One of Ms. George's most admirable qualities is her resilience. She was taunted and 

bullied daily by the childish students in her classes, but she pushed through the hatred and 

continued to teach. One student in my class freshman year thought it would be funny if she 

superglued a penny to the floor after she heard a rumor that Ms. George was afraid of 

coins. Another student in my sophomore class chewed up a banana and spit it behind her 

desk. Ms. George was constantly harassed with immature acts similar to those 

aforementioned. A lesser person would have broken down and given up, but Ms. George's 

dedication to her students kept her going. 

It is not very often that a person comes into a life and touches it the way Ms. George has 

touched mine. Her teaching ethic and personality inspired me to be a better person. She 

taught me that patience, compassion, and dedication can change a person's outlook on 

the world, and allow for them to help others without a second thought. Not only is Ms. 

George the most influential teacher I have ever had, she is one of the best people I have 

ever had the privilege of meeting. 



Michelle Padilla 
AP English4 

Madame Benton: The Most Influential Teacher 

Education is a fundamental part of modern society. A child will invest a majority of their days in 

an educational setting when growing up. This undoubtedly results ill the environment of the school 

directly affecting the development of the child; therefore, the people involved in these educational 

environments will be majorly affecting this development as well Some teachers fall short, not doing 

much to inspire or lead the changing individua~ however, many teachers greatly influence these young 

individuals in becoming responsible, driven young adults. One such teacher has had an impact on me. 

Madame Benton was my French teacher for my second and third year of high school She taught me 

many things, including a new language, but most importantly, she taught me to be passionate and driven. 

During class, Madame would describe her travels across Europe. She told the class about her 

experience backpacking across Europe, staying in hostels each night. The sort of lifestyle she was 

describing made me envious. She wanted to see the world, and she made it happen. I learned from her 

that if I want something to happen, I need to take initiative. That is why I am planning on going to New 

Orleans this summer. I am taking initiative to see a part of the world that I really want to see, Madame 

Benton taught me how to be passionate, and how to display that passion to the world around me, by 

taking it in, and not just wishing for it. 

I recently visited a college to register for upcoming classes. During this visit, I was required to 

take a foreign language placement exam because of my major. Seeing that I took French in high schooL 

I took French for my foreign language exam I scored high enough on that test to place out of French. 

Of the four required semesters of a foreign language for my major, I would have to take zero classes. 
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This made me realize just how much I actually learned from Madame Benton's classes. In French III, 

the work was extremely difficult. I had to spend a significant amount of time completing the homework 

received each day, and I even spent a lot of time tutoring other students after I completed mine; 

however, that homework helped me to understand the concepts of the language. Madame taught me 

how to work hard, and the rewards of that hard work have paid off. Seeing this, I am only inspired to 

work even harder to achieve my goals, for I wish to reap the benefits of what I earn. 

Education has been a major part of my life. For almost twelve years, I have gone through a 

system that has significantly impacted me. I have met countless individuals in this system, some good, 

some bad, some memorable and some not memorable, but Madame Benton stands out among them as 

good and memorable. I have grown as an individual because of this teacher. She has taught me to be 

adventurous and hard-working, and has taught me to explore and learn. I am grateful that teachers like 

her exist to help students become better. 



Errik Mendoza 

Period 7th 

4/4/2016 

The most influential teachers that i've had in my high school years are Mrs. CPR and Mr. Klein 

because they are both always very helpful with what i need and they both are always there for 

me. when i need them the most they both also encouraged me to better my life choices and to 

give 120% effort each time in all my classes . I listen to them because i want to be successful in 

life and i also know that my teachers want nothing but the best for me in life that's why they teach 

me what they teach me soi can be wise and know how to take responsibility for any of my 

actions or decisions that i chose to make in my lifetime. So I say thank you Mrs. CPR & Mr.Klein 

for always giving me the attention that i needed so i can better my life and give my all into my 

work so i can succeed and become successful like every single parent wants for their kids i 

know my mom wants that for me that's why i am trying my very hardest in school and in 

everything i do soi can help my family and myself for the better. 
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Brandon Ritch 

3-7-16 

6th period 

Mrs. Sexton 

My most influential teacher was chosen because she has helped me in her class when I 

needed help the most. She has also helped me with my future by helping me prepare for the 

ASVAB for the military. These are the reasons why I chose Mrs. Sexton as my most influential 

teacher. 

Ms. Sexton has not only helped me in her class but she has also helped me with other 

classes where I have struggled. For example, I needed help for my physics project, and she gave 

me an idea that helped me pass. It was a project at the beginning of the year called the egg drop 

and when I told her I had no idea where to begin, she took the time to provide me the help I 

needed to get going. When people who go out of their way to help you with school and your 

future after high school are amazing people even though they don't have to help you but they 

choose to help you, it is a honor to have that person as a teacher. 

During lunch I would go to Ms. Sexton's classroom to get help on my ASVAB, so I could 

go into the military. With the help she gave me and with what she taught me in her classroom, I 

was able to pass the ASVAB after taking it three times. I did best on the math portion of the test 

because of the help she gave to me. Ms. Sexton is the most influential teacher I have ever had in 

school because she is helpful, and caring, and she is truly an understanding individual. 

There are many influential teachers here at the high school; however, one clearly stands 

out for me. This particular teacher was most helpful to me in my senior year of high school. 
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When I needed the help for the ASVAB, she was there to offer her assistance. She helped me not 

only with my ASVAB, but she also gave me what was needed to bring up my grade in her 

class.She is a selfless individual who gave up her time to guide me when I needed it most. For 

these reasons, Ms. Sexton will always be remembered as the most influential teacher for me. If it 

wasn't for Ms. Sexton, I would not be where I am right now in my senior year on track with my 

future. 



Tina Campbell 

March 7, 2016 

Ms. Carol Stephens 

Ms. Stephens has helped me a Jot since my tenth grade year. She has he]ped me push myse1f to 

finish school Most people do not like her; they just have to get to know her and understands why she is 

the way she is. She is a very good teacher and he]per. For the reasons above, Ms. Stephens is the 

teacher of my choice. 

I wou1d always :leave during sixth period my junior year of high schooL so I ended up failing 

English III. Now I have to go to night schooL so I can pass and get the credit required. Every Monday 

during night schooL she helps me through my lessons. She is the reason I am passing night school and 

keeping my grade up. She has always been there when I need he]p. I have had her to he]p me for about 

two or three years. 

There is a nurnr from many of the students that she is a tough teacher but one just has to get to 

know her. Students tend to tell other student they will not like her because she is strict and will not let 

them be on their phones. The new students that have not had her do not need to believe what other 

students say. Honestly, she is a really good teacher and if you need help, she will be there to he]p. 

Do not be one of those students that get mad because she follows the rules and will not let you 

get your way. Do not be scared or say you hate teachers that you have not had before. Most teachers 

go by the rules that are in the student handbook. Everyone just has to find a teacher that they really click 

with that they are not scared to go up to and ask for help. No matter what anyone said about her; I did 

not believe anything they said, and now she is one of my favorite teachers. The only thing I am trying to 
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get out there is do not be one of those that believe what other students have told you about teachers. 

Just ignore them, and when that person has had that teacher they will find out if they like them or not. 

The reason she is the teacher of my choice is because she is really helpful even though at first I 

thought she was not going to be a helpful teacher until I got to know her. After getting to know her I am 

not scared to go to her for help. She may go by the rules, but she is not someone peop1e need to be 

scared of or not like just because she will not Jet them be on their phone. She is strict but peop1e are 

going to have to get over it. Everyone has their favorite teacher and she happens to be mine. 



Rocky Moravec 

Influential Teacher 

4/7/16 

My Most Influential Teacher David Owen 

There are multiple reasons on why I think he is the most influential teacher to me. For 

instance I have been going to Springtown High School for 3 years, and met this teacher when 

Mr.Pearson sent me and some other kids to his class to cut a hinge off a gate for the animals in 

the ag barn. Ever since then I started going to his class every chance I could. I'd go to his to weld 

and work on random projects just to be able to be in his class. He sets a good environment to 

his class and always thrives for everyone to do better in every aspect of life even if it doesn't 

have a single thing to do with his class. 

Most of my teachers I don't actually feel comfortable to talk about personal things with but 

with this teacher I feel like I could tell him everything about me. If I ever have a problem I know I 

can go to him and get advice on anything. Also he is just an all around good guy. He would give 

the shirt off his back to help someone in need if they had to have it. I have personally seen him 

buy caps and gowns to help the kids that couldn't afford to buy one. 

This teacher is my pick, because he is a great guy, a godly man, and and always willing 

to help. If you're building a project but what you're doing you have never done, and he knows how 

he will show you and work with you and it so that when you're ready to do your own you can do it 

and it be done right the first time and will still look good. Also it dont matter if you have never 

picked up a welder or struck an arch he is going to be there to teach you so you're doing it right 

and won't mess up. 

This man is my most influential teacher because he's the type of person who will always 

be there when you need him to be, and personally that's the type of people there need to be 
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more. That's the type of people that you can call at any time no matter how big or how small the 

problem is they will be there and that's why David Owen is my most influential teacher because 

he'll be there 



Fisher Drewry 

Coach Tye Adams 

If there is any teacher or coach in my school who has inspired me to become a better 

person it would be Coach Adams. In my beginning of high school I use to be scared of Coach 

Adams just because to me he was very intimidating. As a freshman I never really got to know 

Coach Adams that well because he wasn't a freshman coach. In my sophomore year I was put on 

the varsity football team and that is when me and Coach Adams became close. 

Not only was Coach Adams a coach of mine but he was also like a father figure to me. 

He was always so cool to hangout with and talk to a football practice and in the halls. I think the 

reason why I liked Coach Adams so much is because he had such a cool sense of humor. He can 

be very kind but he also will get onto you if you cross the line. Coach Adams wasn't just a coach, 

after practice you could always just have conversations and make sure how we were doing. 

Coach Adams also stuck up for us like at 7 on 7 tournaments and many other places. He 

always put the kids first and made sure we were always okay with everything. 
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Richard Everheart 
Date 3/8/2016 
C]ass N 

1he Teacher that Most Influenced my Life 

The teacher that I have chosen has an honest personality and willingness not to let any student 

fail This person has many people that look up to be like them Confidence, calmness, ab1e to 

understand the person, patience, hard-worker, creative teaching method, forgiving, and smart. The one 

that has pushed me to be successful is Mrs.CPR 

The reasons that I chose this teacher is for many reasons, but one reason is my main point. 

Mrs.CPR's ability to work hard sets her from the rest of the faculty. At one t:llre, I was failing many of 

my c]asses. My teachers didn't even try to help me until I got to Mrs.CPR's c]assroom She kept trying 

even when other people give up on an student. 

She's always giving patience, wafting and watching for any trouble that arrives. When I was 

working on my paper, she wou1d look around and help when needed. The other children were working 

ahead of me, and she stopped to help me catch up to the rest of the c]ass. She is the type of teacher that 

is willing to keep everyone together. 

Others use the same sty1e of teaching every year due to the overall grade level Mrs. CPR does 

different types of methods to improve the overall grade level higher than the average. I was having 

trouble learning from the slides shows, so the next day she gave us a paper that simplified the slide 

show. She can change the point of view of an entire chapter to help to improve the students 

understanding of the information 
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Mrs.CPR makes up ITX>St of what has influenced me the ITX>st throughout the years. She 

clisp1ays a willingness to give up time for other peop1e to catch up to the others. She a1so waits on the 

person to find the answer and helps when needed. She changes her teaching p1ans ahrost everyday to 

help every student that wa1ks through her door. These are the reasons that I have chosen Mrs.CPR as 

my ITX>st influential teacher. 



Kendle Allred 

6th period 

CPR 

Mrs. Seipp 

After one and a half years with someone, they really start to grow on you. At first she was 

a little intimidating, but later on I really started to get use to her sarcastic and witty personality. Not 

only was she excellent at getting all the things we needed to learn in our heads, she was also very 

good at making everyone laugh. She definitely yelled a lot, and when she did you had better cross 

your fingers it was not at you. Her colorful and cluttered walls also left quite an impression on me 

as well. 

Mrs. Seipp was amazing at getting us to retain all of the information she was feeding us. I 

have never been too great at history, but she was really good with having us do activities and such 

to help us. Her serious attitude mixed with her sarcastic and witty personality sometimes made for 

some awkward moments when we could not tell if it was a joke or not. We would laugh either way 

though, so it was no biggie! Another thing about her is her busy mind. I never thought four walls 

would make me like someone even more, but boy, was I wrong. I liked knowing that she was not a 

teacher who liked to fit in and keep her walls bare. She loves showing everyone that she does not 

have to be one with the crowd, and that really showed me her true character. She is someone 

who wants to let everyone know who she is, and she is not shy or embarrassed one bit if 

someone does not agree with her. And I think that is beautifully amazing. 
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Mrs. Seipp made a huge impression on me, and I am very thankful for her and her class. 

She truly is an incredible person inside and out. I only wish I could have had her for all four years 

of my high school experience. If she taught freshman and sophomore classes, I would have 

snagged her classes as soon as I could! In the end though, I am just pleased that I got to know 

her a bit before I leave for the big world. Thank you so much Mrs. Seipp for connecting with your 

students and showing me that sometimes being the black sheep is not always a bad thing. 



vyu111 Javl'I. 

6th period 

CPR 

Paula Seipp 

I have not been at Springtown for very long to get to know many teachers but Mrs. Seipp 

is by far the best of them all. She is very intelligent and a very funny women. I had the chance to 

get to have her as a teacher for junior and senior year. She has the most bumper stickers all over 

her room, and I love them all. 

Mrs. Seipp is not afraid to express herself and really show her true colors. She is a very 

opinionated women, and I hope to be like that one day. She is a very good teacher and a very 

good person. She always taught the different subjects each way she knew, so that if people 

learned differently they were on the same page. She cares about every student that she teaches, 

and she gives them all the tools to learn in her class. Mrs. Seipp is one of the only teachers in 

springtown that I admire the most, not only for the way she teaches, but also because of how she 

teaches. She treats every student with the same respect that she would want as a teacher. 

Her sarcasm and funny jokes were the only thing getting me through seventh period my 

junior year. Although she might have found that class very disturbing and obnoxious, she loved all 

of us. Going to her class everyday always made my day a little better. I was very sad that this year 

that I only got to spend a semester with her, but it was still a very fun class. She loves seniors way 

better than the underclassmen, but I mean, who doesn't? Government is one of my favorite 

subjects. I am very into how the government works and the secrets behind it all. Mrs. Seipp made 

me get into politics even more, and made it so much more interesting. She never once shared her 

political views or pushed anyone's opinion to one side. She always kept it neutral, and I really liked 

that. Some teachers are bad about swaying students' opinions, but that was never the case with 

Mrs. Seipp. She was a rule follower, and was one of the only ones to read the student handbook. 

Bless her for reading it, or none of us would have ever been more informed about the rules of the 

school. 
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vyu111 \JClvl\ 

6th period 

CPR 

Mrs. Seipp is a very creative person and expresses herself through bumper stickers. Every 

wall was filled with bumper stickers and interesting posters. I never got the chance to read all of 

them, but the ones I did read were very interesting and very funny. I am assuming she likes to 

collect them to make her room seem less dull and that is exactly the way I liked it. Her room was 

always so homelike and comfortable. Besides the air conditioning problem she had, it was my 

favorite class to go to. I admire Mrs. Seipp very much and I will never forget how much of an 

impact she had on my junior and senior years in high school. 



Brandon Alaspa 

CPR6 

03/07/16 

Coach Gilly 

There are certain things that really make a teacher have an influence on you. One of those 

things is a teacher/coach that can be tough on you while still encouraging you and making you 

better on the court as well as in the classroom. They find a way to guide you in the right 

direction. 

Coach Gilly has been my basketball coach for about five years now as well as my having 

him as a teacher last semester in economics. It all started back in eighth grade when I had tried 

out for the basketball team. Not being very good back then, I actually didn not even make the 

team, but Gilly and one of the other coaches didn't want me to give up on basketball, so they 

asked me to be the basketball manager for the year. I decided to give it a shot and continued to 

work on my game as I did throughout the year Gilly gave me a shot in our last game of the year 

where I ended up breaking my finger in that game. After that year I stuck with basketball all the 

way through high school where Gilly ended up getting moved to a high school coach. Even 

though I was a little bit small to be playing the post position, Gilly continued to work with me to 

improve my game and I learned how to play a bigger than I am. My Sophomore year I started 

seeing more and more playing time due to the faith that my coach had in me. Then junior year 

me and one other junior stayed on JV while the guys we've been playing with for years got 

moved to Varsity and honestly that was one of the best years of basketball I got to be apart of. I 

started play more often in games, and I was able to learn more about the game before being part 

MKelley
Highlight



of the very different game of varsity basketball. On varsity you can just feel the more up beat the 

game really is, but at the end of our year, our season sadly came to an end. I hope to come back 

and see how Coach Gilly and his team are doing. 



Karrie Hayes 
Most Influential Teacher 

Mrs. Horton 

When someone asks you to pick one teacher that has influenced your life the most, who 

comes to mind? For me it is a teacher that cares for every student and wants them to succeed. 

She is a great teacher and has a funny personality. The teacher I chose is Ms, Horton. She teaches 

Dance I, II, III and coaches the Showstoppers. 

My freshman year I took Dance I class, and I had a blast. We learned the basics of all 

types of dance like ballet, tap, modern and some ballroom. My favorite part of dance was 

ballroom because we had a partner. The dance classes are mixed, which means that there are 

students from all different grades. She always has a great attitude and knows how to make 

anyone feel better. Every year we have a Spring Show that shows all the different dance classes 

and the dance team. That year my class did a tap routine to Grease Lightning from the movie 

Grease. We weren't really excited about tapping dancing because we were the only class doing it, 

but it turned out really good and I had a great time. My freshman year in dance was so much fun; 

I decided to sign up for Dance II the next year. 

Dance II was even better than Dance I. My sophomore year had some drama in dance 

class, but Mrs. Horton had my back. Towards the end of the year, we were getting ready for the 

spring show, My class was accusing me of doing something I didn't do, and they kept calling me 

mean names. Mrs. Horton knew I did not do the things my class thought I did, so she told the 

whole class to leave me alone, and I was innocent. After that, I had even more respect for this 

amazing teacher. As spring show was approaching, our routines were getting better. The night of 

the spring show we did two routines. One was a line dance to the song Fake ID which was 

difficult to learn, but we eventually got the hang of it. Te second one was a mix of different 
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Karrie Hayes 

Most Influential Teacher 

songs. It was a pretty long dance, but it was cool and we killed the stage. That was the last dance 

class I took in my high school career. I would have taken Dance III, but there were other classes I 

had to take. 

I came to Mrs. Horton when I needed any references for color guard, someone to cheer 

me up or just someone to talk to.My favorite school memories came from this one teacher and I 

will never forget them. We are coming up to the end of my last year here at Springtown High 

School, and I will miss every one of my teachers especially Mrs. Horton. I am leaving for the 

navy in June, and I will be gone for a while, but when I do come back, I will come see Mrs. 

Horton if she is still at the school. I will never forget the wonderful things she has done in my life 

even if I only saw her one class period a day. So Mrs. Horton is my most influential teacher. 



Terry criqui 

Mr. Owens My Most Influential Teacher 

There are two teachers that influenced me in the past four years, but Mr. Owens 

has been there to help me with everything. I have been in Mr. Owen's class for four 

years, and I have had a blast when I am in there. It is always fun being in his class. 

Mr.Owens is always calm about everything that I do even if I mess up on a weld. 

Mr. Owens and I like to talk about cars and other topics like that. I enjoy being in his 

class because we always have fun talking or teaching me how to weld with the mig or 

the arc welder. Mr. Owens class is a lot better than being in a regular class with a lot of 

paperwork. 

Mr. Owens class is great because he does not only teach welding, he also 

teaches construction welding. He is always here before and after school, so we do not 

have to worry about him not being here to help us. He is almost never gone. He also 

tries to help people learn how to weld if they need help. 

Mr. Owens is an awesome teacher when it comes to welding because he will sit 

there and walk us though on how to weld or how to fix a car, or help us with everything 

that we need help with. He will even sit and help us with work from a different class if he 

knows how to do it. But if he does not know how to do it then he will try and help us with 

it anyways. 

I learned how to weld the first year. I was in it because he stood there and walked 

me through on how to weld. When it came to my first welding test in his class, he 
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Terry criqui 

encouraged me. I passed that test with a 90 and after that I have been working even 

harder to pass his class, but there were some days that I did not do so good. But Mr. 

Owens would let me come in before or even after school to let me redo things that I 

failed. 

Mr. Owens is my favorite teacher because he will do things for me that he would 

not just do for everyone else. I'm glad that I had him my four years of high school. I am 

sad that this is my last year of having him as a teacher, but I will come up to the school 

and say HI when I can or when I have time. 



Dalton Downing 
English IV 

03/05/16 

Mrs. Bee Smith 

The qualities that makes the teacher I choose influential is that she does not let 

me fail or get out df line. she keeps up with my progress and keeps me on the right 

track with my grades. She keeps me informed with what is going on, face to face. These 

are just a few of the reasons I choose Mrs. Bee Smith for my most influential teacher. 

She does not let me fail or get out of line. At one time I was not doing so good in 

biology and was failing; and, I have to have that class to graduate high school. She 

called me down and asked me what was going on and why I was failing that class and 

she said, "If you do not pass that class, you do not graduate. Is that what you want?" 

and of course I did not. 

Every year since I have been in high school, which has been four years now, she 

has guided me on what classes I need to graduate and what I need to do to pass those 

classes. She helps me make make my schedule and choose the classes I need to 

graduate and helps me by putting them in order of which way will help me the most. I 

really appreciate all that she has done to help me with my high school career. 

It makes it really easy to go talk to Mrs. Smith about the things that are going on 

because she has been the same teacher to me for the past four years. I have not had to 

worry about talking to another teacher about things because I have had her. She has 

done plenty of things for me. She is willing to talk to me because I am willing to talk to 

her about the problems I am having. 
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Dalton Downing 
English IV 
03/05/16 

These are the qualities that make me choose Mrs. Bee Smith for my most 

influential teacher. She keeps me in line at school. She watches my grades and tells me 

if I am failing any of the classes I am taking. She makes sure I am on the right track and 

keeps me informed of my progress in school. She communicates with me face to face 

about the things that are going on that she wants me to fix. I really appreciate all the 

hard work she has done for me over the past four years. 



rey mn uean 

English 4 

Mrs. CPR 

March 8, 2016 

Most Influential Teacher 

Most high schoolers would say that their most influential teacher was someone who 

taught them math, english, or any other crucial core classes. As any other high schooler, you 

would assume that my most influential teacher was someone who believed in me, someone who 

greatly impacted my life, someone who helped me decide what I wanted to do in life after high 

school. My most influential teacher, Mrs. Sorrels, did all of these things for me, just as a third 

grader. 

As a third grader, you only stop to think about what you might have packed for lunch or 

who you are going to play with on the playground that day. Which was simple, a pb&j and of 

course my best friends Bailie Moran and Noah Warren. Third grade was also the time when our 

answers to the famous question, "What do you want to be when you grow up?" started to matter. 

For me, it was easy; I had wanted to be a teacher just like my very own favorite third grade 

teacher. 

Mrs. Sorrels not only motivated me to learn, she made me love it. All throughout 

elementary school, I was addicted to reading; it was all I wanted to do. I had no interest in other 

subjects because they did not come easily to me. Mrs. Sorrels helped me see that all the other 

core classes were important, too. It all started with the word "Quad." During a math lesson one 

day, I could not keep the book out of my hands. I was not paying attention until Mrs.Sorrels had 

called on me, therefore; I didn't know that "quad" meant four. For the rest of the day, and the 
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English4 

Mrs. CPR 

March 8, 2016 

years following, Mrs. Sorrels would randomly stop what she was doing to ask me what "quad" 

meant. 

In conclusion, I am thankful for my most influential teacher because she believed in me 

and greatly impacted my life. Mrs. Sorrels will forever be my most influential teacher, and 

"quad" will forever mean four. 



Katie Merrill 
3/7/16 

Most Influential Teacher 

Mr. Brooks Klein 

The most influential teacher for me is Mr. Klein. Mr. Klein has helped me through some 

hard situations. I really like this teacher because he cares about his students, he's always there if 

you needed to talk to him, he's always there if you need some advice, and he understands what 

others are going through even though it might not have happened to him. I have had him for a 

math teacher since Freshman year, and I might not have him my Senior year, but he's still an 

awesome teacher to me, and we still hangout as if I'm back in his class. He's been helping me 

find out what I would like to do after high school like giving me ideas. 

Mr. Klein has absolutely helped me through some hard times like when my grandma had 

passed away on her birthday, and my getting made fun of because I was really shy and antisocial, 

etc. He's actually helped me make some friends even whenever I was not in High school. He 

gave me so much advice about not paying attention to others who made fun of me and if I could 

not ignore any of them, to just tum their words around and make them positive. 

He helps anyone if they need help with anything even if they are not in any of his classes. 

Two years ago, I used to be really angry all the time, punching walls, almost breaking my 

knuckles, and I never really knew why I was always angry until Mr. Klein gave me one of his 

talks. 

Many students think that he's really old and lazy whenever he really is not. He always 

puts a smile on many of his students when they are sad or mad. And also, he is never lazy! He's 

pretty much always active when he is working. 

He explains math in a way people can understand it and how people can remember it 

easily. 
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Katie Merrill 

3/7/16 

Mr. Klein is an awesome math teacher; nevertheless, this is why he was my choice for most 

influential teacher. 



Robert Collins 

Mrs. Davis 

To me a teacher that has an influence on people should be able to connect with them on a 

personal level, but have a certain tolerance of people. A teacher that tells you to do something 

even if you do not think you are going to like it, is an excellent teacher. Mrs. Davis is the 

epitome of what I just described, and is my choice for most influential teacher. 

While other teachers teach math or science, Mrs. Davis teaches Theatre Arts and the fun 

that can happen within the film industry. We are the actors, and Mrs. Davis is the director but 

when the thespians gets together, we are all a family, and Mrs. Davis is a part of Quill 

Productions. Mrs. Davis is a big part of my influence to become a part of the film industry and 

work alongside people that will feel like my family. 

Mrs. Davis can be stem at times, but it is only because she cares about the students or she 

has to be strict. When she wants to be, she can be the nicest person alive, and you can talk to her 

for hours upon hours about anything in the film industry. Although she brings her kids 

sometimes, they are usually behaved and kind to other people. 

To say that Mrs. Davis is a super parent, teacher, and a super director is more than an 

understatement. She is more than that. The students that connect with her or have her class, their 

days are always made when they have one of her classes. She is a remarkable teacher and friend 

to the students who love her. Some student that have gone here, have actually been inspired to 
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enter the field of the film industry because of Mrs. Davis, and those student are most likely proud 

to have known or know the wonderful Mrs.Davis. 



· Shelby Chapman 

English IV 

3-7-16 

Mrs. Davis 

What makes a good teacher? A good teacher is not necessarily someone who can school 

you and get you to make that grade to succeed. A good teacher, to me, is someone who teaches 

you life skills and leaves an impression on you to carry on throughout your life. And this is what 

makes Mrs. Davis my most influential teacher. 

Mrs. Davis is a confident woman. She kind of needs to be considering she is a mother of 

three, a teacher, a UIL coordinator and a cheer coach. To me confidence isn't necessarily being 

loud and saying what's on your mind, though Mrs. Davis can do both those things, it's really how 

you present yourself. How you walk, talk and do everyday things. Coming into high school, I 

was a very shy girl. I mostly kept to myself if I wasn't witli' my friends and I certainly didn't 

volunteer to do presentations. I was terrified to do oral presentations. So I don't really understand 

why I took theatre in the first place. Considering that is the core of performing arts .... But Mrs. 

Davis pushed me to succeed and overcome my "fear". 

Mrs. Davis is also very understanding. She understands that not all students have the 

"acting bug" . We had to do dramatic monologues for a grade one semester. I had found a very 

good one that I had really liked. I had it memorized and everything. But usually when I have to 

do a presentation like this, I become so stressed out about it that I start forgetting the content. But 

Mrs. Davis was understanding about it and encouraged me to continue saying I was doing great. 

After a while, I was able to complete my test. 
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.:>helby Chapman 

English IV 

3-7-16 

Mrs. Davis is caring. She cares about her students and will help them to the best of her 

ability. She was there for me whenever my family was going through a rough spot. She listened 

to me and gave me council. She was able to help me through that time and to move on from it. 

Mrs.Davis is also very fearless. She isn't afraid to call you out on senseless activities. She 

knows what she wants and she does what she can to get it done. This is what has shaped me into 

being the way I am today. Not taking anybody's excuses when there doesn't need to be and being 

confident in my decision making. 

So to conclude this, Mrs. Davis is my most influential teacher. She has influenced me to 

not care what people think and to do what makes me happy. To me Mrs. Davis is one of the 

strongest women I know and I aspire to be like that. To know what I want and to not·be afraid of 

who I am and to not let people walk over me and relish in the art of being an idiot with good 

company. 




